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Ward Melville softball honors Gabby Petito and her family on Domestic Ward Melville softball honors Gabby Petito and her family on Domestic 
Abuse Awareness Day —  A19Abuse Awareness Day —  A19

Safe at homeSafe at home

‘Miss Austen’  heads to PBS
Also: Review of ‘Joyride’, Calendar of Events

B1

Smithtown Library reopens
After August’s storm decimated the lower 

floor, the library reopens with
 limited services

A4

36th annual Roth Pond Regatta 
at SBU

In hand-made boats, students attempt to 
cross the pond without sinking

A4
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Make a Statement...
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St. Charles Hospital’s 
expanded Emergency 
Department

24-hour care 
for adults 
and children

Double the size, 
with 10 additional 
treatment bays

Designated urgent 
care area for rapid 
assessment

200 Belle Terre Road, Port Jefferson, NY 11777
(631) 614-4026Scan the code 

for more information

Our family taking care of your family!
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DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

It’s a National Celebration of the birth 
of America – and it kicked off right here in 

the Three Villages. On 
May 2, the Anna Strong 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
hosted a special celebration 

titled 250 Years STRONG at the Setauket 
Neighborhood House.

While many might not know- across the 
country events are being planned to mark 
America’s Semiquincentennial.  It was 250 
years ago that the “Shot Heard Around the 
World” rang out during the battle of Lexington 
and Concord – considered to be the first 
military engagement of the Revolutionary War.  
On Long Island, the STRONG family played a 
pivotal role during the Revolution through their 
actions in the Culper or Setauket Spy Ring.

The Culper Spy Ring is credited by George 
Washington as being a major factor in turning 
the tide of the American Revolution by 
providing valuable intelligence to at great risk 
to themselves.

The Anna Smith Strong Chapter is proud 
to be named for a courageous member of the 
celebrated Culper Spy Ring, and to have hosted 
an event commemorating her role and honoring 

the American spirit.
Participants enjoyed an evening of history, 

community and celebration in a picturesque 
setting – the Setauket Neighborhood House.  
Renowned local historian Margo Arceri brought 
to life history from 250 years ago. There were 
fabulous raffles, awards and patriotic provisions 
provided by chief sponsor, David Prestia of 
Bagel Express.  Costumes were optional but 
fun!  People came in Revolutionary War dress 
to make things more festive.  Sponsor, Michael 
Rosengard of North Island Photography & 
Films created an art installation (that included 
Anna Smith Strong’s clothesline and more) and 
was the official event photographer. 

Recognized at the event for their historic 
preservation and education contributions were:  
Margo Arceri, local historian/Tri-Spy Tours/
Three Village Historical Society, Beverly 
Tyler, author/historian/Three Village Historical 
Society, and Gloria Rocchio, Ward Melville 
Heritage Organization. 

The Anna Smith Strong Chapter Daughters 
of the American Revolution received 
Proclamations from NYS Senator Anthony 
Palumbo, Assemblywoman Rebecca Kassay, 
Legislator Steve Englebright and Town of 
Brookhaven Supervisor Dan Panico and 
Councilmember Jonathan Kornreich.

 There was an entire ‘regiment’ of sponsors 
that helped guarantee the success of the event: 

Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum, The Ward 
Melville Heritage Organization, Krista’s Design 
Studio, Margo Arceri, Scott Heaney Mill Creek 
Agency, Inc., Legislator Steve Englebright, The 
Setauket Neighborhood House, Guy Nicosia/ 
CEO Strategic Planning, Beth Shatles, Joe 
Ventimiglia Fine Art, P Mones and Herb Mones, 
Island Federal Credit Union, Assemblywoman 
Rebecca Kassay, Colleen Keneflick, Dr Nora 
Galambos, RADIANCE by the Harbor, and the 
Reboli Center for Art and History.  In addition, 
dozens of local businesses donated raffle prizes.  
We are grateful for all of the support. 

Several of our community’s leading 
organizations showcased their activities, 

literature and programs in the Lakeside 
Room.  We are grateful to New York Marine 
Rescue, Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum 
and Planetarium, Ward Melville Heritage 
Organization, Three Village Community Trust, 
Three Village Garden club, Reboli Center and 
the Rocky Point Historical Society who all 
shared information and more. 

Interest was ‘revolutionary’ – and the 
event quickly sold out.  Money raised will go 
towards education, historic preservation and our 
patriotic/veteran’s endeavors.  Please check our 
website for further information on the event or to 
see what will be happening during the upcoming 
year: https://annasmithstrongnsdar.org

HISTORY

250 Years STRONG250 Years STRONG

Left: Herb Mones dressed as George Washington next to Gretchen Oldrin. Right: The Anna Strong chapter of the Daughters of the Revolution 
Photos courtesy Michael Rosengard, North Island Photography and Films

BY GEORGE CARATZAS
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

After a long career as a collegiate athletic 
executive, Ward Melville graduate Tom 
Theodorakis was recently named the athletic 
director of the United States Military Academy 
at West Point.

Theodorakis — who attended Ward 
Melville from 2000 to 2002 — was a standout 
on the lacrosse field, eventually going on to 
play at the collegiate level at Syracuse. As a 
member of the Orange, Theodorakis made 
four NCAA tournaments, making three 
final four appearances and won the national 
championship in 2004.

“Lacrosse afforded me a lot of 
opportunities,” Theodorakis said. “To go to 
a place like Syracuse as a student-athlete just 
had a really profound impact on my life … I 
don’t know where I’d be without them. I came 
in as a proverbial punk kid and left school as 
an adult.”

Still, Theodorakis credits much of his start 
to the place where he spent his early years.

“I am very fortunate to grow up in a 
fantastic part of Long Island that afforded me 
a lot of great opportunities,” Theodorakis said. 
“One of those was going to Ward Melville 
High School. Not only was I surrounded by 
great teachers, but also first-class athletics.”

Fast forward 20 years, Theodorakis was 
named West Point’s 31st Athletic Director in 
February of this year. Previously, he served 
as a deputy director under Mike Buddie who 
he credits as an instrumental piece in his 
transition into the new role.

“It was a sudden change,” Theodorakis 
said. “I was fortunate that Mike empowered 
me on a lot of initiatives and responsibilities 
in our department. He really helped prepare 
me for this role.”

Working at a service academy poses a 
unique set of challenges, especially on the 
athletic level. While some of Theodorakis’ 
career stops have prioritized athletic 
excellence, West Point’s top goal remains to 
prepare cadets for future military experience.

“You have to recruit the right individuals 
that are thinking long-term,” Theodorakis 
said. “It takes a special type of individual 
that is able to say, ‘this is the sacrifice that I 
want to make.’ Ultimately, these individuals 
want to serve their country and set them up 
for success.”

West Point is not the first service academy 
that Theodorakis has called home. In fact, his 
first job out of college was an internship in the 
athletic department of the United States Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs. This role 
gave him all sorts of different experiences, 
including some not so glamorous ones.

“Air Force is definitely a smaller athletic 
department which let me have my hands on a 
lot of things,” Theodorakis said. “Sometimes 
this included cleaning out the closet or being 
the mascot, but those are the things you do in 
an entry level position. For me, I just loved all 
of it because I was just so excited to be a part 
of college athletics.”

His tenure in Colorado Springs was a 
jumping off point for various roles at the 
University of Arizona, UCLA and Harvard, 
before landing in the Hudson Valley.

“I knew that if someone’s going to give me 
an opportunity — or at least crack the door 
open — I am going to work my tail off to turn 
that into a full-time job,” Theodorakis said. “I 
grew up in New York, went to school in New 
York. I think getting out of my comfort zone 
personally and professionally was a really 
good thing and that came from moving out 
west.”

All along, Theodorakis’ plan was to return 
to the East Coast, a move he made in 2022.

“Ultimately, I always had the goal of 
moving back to New York, but I realized that 
it may take some time,” Theodorakis said. 
“These careers are not linear, and for me it 
took close to 15 years to get to Harvard and 
get back to the East Coast.”

Despite a lengthy career, Theodorakis stays 
true to his roots on Long Island’s north shore.

“It’s hard for me not to look back on my 
time growing up on Long Island and not 
to thank the amazing moms and dads that 
understood the value of sports,” Theodorakis 
said. “Whether it be coaching teams or 
volunteering, I still rely on a lot of those 
lessons today. It had such an impact on my life 
and they believed in the community and what 
we were doing.”

George Caratzas is a reporter with The 
SBU Media Group, part of Stony Brook 
University’s School of Communication and 
Journalism’s Working Newsroom program for 
students and local media.

Ward Melville Grad Theodorakis Named Athletic Director at West Point

Tom Theodorakis holds a West Point football jersey with Number 
31 at his introductory press conference. Theodorakis was named 
Black Knight’s 31st Athletic Director in February and is a graduate 
of Ward Melville High School. Photo Courtesy West Point Athletics
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BY MARIAM GUIRGIS
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

Stony Brook University students summoned 
the power of the Greek gods for the 36th 
Annual Roth Pond Regatta, held last Friday. 

The long-standing tradition invites students 
to put their creativity, engineering skills 

and teamwork to the 
test. With final exams 
approaching, the Regatta 
offers a chance to step 
away from classes and 

take part in a spirited race across Roth Pond 
using only cardboard, duct tape and paint.

This year’s theme, Greek Mythology, 
encouraged participants to draw inspiration 
from gods, heroes and legendary creatures. 
Students reflected that spirit in their boat 
designs, whether it was through representing 
the wisdom of Athena, the speed of Hermes or 
the strength of Ares. Many participants blended 
humor with mythology in inventive ways, and 
the theme was evident in boat names, costumes 
and design details.

Boats were built to carry two to four team 
members across the 200-yard pond. Some 
groups spent weeks designing their boats, 
while others made last-minute improvements 
to ensure they stayed afloat. Once boats were 
in the water, the biggest challenge mentioned 

by many competitors was the ability to row. 
As boats started to fill up with water mid-race, 
success depended on coordination and timing.

The Motorsports Club, racing with their 
boat Noah’s Chariot, managed to win their heat 
despite the unexpected obstacle mid-race. 

“I was in the middle of rowing, I felt my 
paddle jiggle a little, but I was like ‘I should 
be fine’ and I kept going. Two strokes later it 
snaps on me,” rower Jason Jiang said. 

Judging was based on a variety of categories 
including Most Original, Best Titanic (for the 
most dramatic sink), Best Showcase, Most 
Team Spirited, and others. The titles of Best 
Speedster and Best Yacht were reserved for the 
final heat winners. This year’s Speedster trophy 
went to Scuderia Scooteroni, while The Spirit 
of Stony Brook took home the Yacht title.

This was Scuderia Scooteroni’s third 
consecutive win at the Regatta which continues 
their winning streak that has spanned for 
three years. The team credits one key factor: 
cardboard sourcing. 

“We’ve been building the same boat for 
the past three years and clearly the design 
is effective,” the team said. “The trick is to 
contact warehouses because they have old 
waste of piles and piles of cardboard.”

For The Spirit of Stony Brook, they 
attributed their win to the improvements made 
to their boat design. “We made [the boat] too 

big [last year, so] we cut down on the size [and 
it was] perfect.”

Attendees were also able to participate by 
voting for Wolfie’s Favorite, selecting their 
top three boats in both the Speedster and Yacht 
categories. The entries reflected wide campus 
involvement, including residence halls, student 
organizations, academic departments and 
cultural groups. Some notable entries included 
The Sisyphus (Climbing Club), Cerberus 
(Douglass Hall), Apollo 11 (Aerospace 
Engineering Club), Poseidon’s Wave (Keller 
Hall), and Hydracraft (Marine Science Club).

Academic departments also joined the 
fun, with entries like The Organic Odyssey 
by the Molecular Science Teaching Assistants 
and Langmuir’s Chariot from the Langmuir 
Hall Council. The event was as much about 
participation and school spirit as it was about 
competition.

Beyond the races, attendees enjoyed a lively 
atmosphere around Roth Pond. Spectators 
gathered to watch as boats battled to stay 
afloat, while sampling food and exploring 
displays from various campus departments. 
The event served not only as a showcase of 
student creativity but also as a celebration of 
campus-wide community and spirit.

The Regatta was broadcast live on 
YouTube in collaboration with the School of 
Communication and Journalism, making it 
accessible to viewers beyond campus. 

Now in its 36th year, the Roth Pond 
Regatta remains one of Stony Brook’s most 
distinctive traditions. By combining creativity, 
collaboration, and a bit of chaos, it continues 
to bring the campus community together in a 
uniquely memorable way.

Mariam Guirgis is a reporter with The SBU 
Media Group, part of Stony Brook University’s 
School of Communication and Journalism’s 
Working Newsroom program for students and 
local media.

UNIVERSITY

SBU Students sail into mythology at 36th annual Roth Pond RegattaSBU Students sail into mythology at 36th annual Roth Pond Regatta

Scuderia Scooteroni.  Photo courtesy Stanley Zheng

BY SABRINA ARTUSA 
EDITOR1@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

For the first time in 8 months, the 
Smithtown Library building’s doors are 
open. Patrons can once again browse shelves 
of books on the first floor of the library, 
previously closed due to the immense 
damage inflicted by the August, 2024, 100-
year storm. 

Smithtown Library 
card-holders were able 
to visit the Nesconset, 
Commack and Kings 
Park buildings during the 

hiatus, and staff worked out of other branches. 
Services are still limited, as the community 
room and much of the media offerings were 
in the basement.

Smithtown Library Director Rob Lusak 
said the reopening was “a heartfelt moment.” 
Patrons and public officials turned up on the 
morning of May 5 as the library doors opened 
at 9:30 a.m., as they have done many times 
before. This time, though, the reopening was 
especially memorable. It reflected the months 
of hard work from public officials and library 
staff, as well as the immeasurable support 
from the community.

After the storm, the displaced employees 
had to build skills not many librarians 

would expect to use. For months, Lusak 
and his staff coordinated with contractors, 
learned the nuances of HVAC systems 
and the technicalities of rebuilding. They 
hauled soaked debris from the basement and 
salvaged what they could. They learned how 
to communicate with the Federal Emergency 
Management Association.  They flew to 
Michigan, where the majority of the rare-
book collection is getting restored. Lusak 
said 42 of the 46 pallets of books will be 
restored by Prism Specialties. The remaining 
four pallets not restored by the company  will 
be restored by library workers.. 

The circulation staff, Lina O’Brien, Kim 
Seliger and Mary Bonamo worked at other 
branches since the storm. Seliger had been at 
the Smithtown building for 22 years. “I am 
happy to be back, even in a limited capacity,” 
she said. O’Brien had started at the Smithtown 
Library as a page, working her way up. 

 Some staff members lost their belongings 
and offices in the storm. O’Brien said she 
saw a note she had written floating away in 
the video tape that recorded the storm, along 
with her desk. Assistant Library Director 
and Building Manager Eileen Caulfield lost 
her entire office. For now, she set up her 
computer right by the entrance. 

Patrons, too, are happy to be back among 
the familiar shelves and tables. In the 

children’s section, Jack Cotrone played with 
toy dinosaurs on the freshly steamed carpet 
floor. “He has been talking about coming 
back all year,” his mother Laura Cotrone said 
as Jack sat immersed with the toys. “They did 
a great job – it’s beautiful. I felt so bad with 
all the damage.” 

The damage required new HVAC and 
electrical systems, fire alarms and the 
complete emptying of the basement.

Peggy Micciche, a life-long Smithtown 

resident, said she used to visit the library every 
Tuesday night with her father, continuing 
her frequent visits into adulthood in order to 
study genealogy. “It is wonderful to have it 
back,” she said, adding that while she visited 
other branches, the nostalgic charm of the 
Smithtown building cannot be replaced. 

The library will be closed Friday evening and 
on Sunday as it continues to undergo repairs. 
The elevator is expected to be operational in the 
summer, allowing access to the mezzanine. 

New chapter for Smithtown LibraryNew chapter for Smithtown Library

A patron sitting at a table in the Cornelia Butler Reading Room. Photo by Sabrina Artusa

LIBRARY
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The Stony Brook University School 
of Nursing has been selected as a State 
University of New York (SUNY) Regional 
Nursing Simulation Center, one of only 
three in New York State. Governor Kathy 
Hochul announced the news this month 
about the selected centers, which will 

involve an overall $62 
million investment to 
bolster nursing training 
at many levels throughout 

the state.
 Stony Brook will receive $10 million 

from SUNY, with matching funds of $10.5 
million from Stony Brook University. The 
total of $20.5 million will be used to create 
a new simulation center at Stony Brook that 
includes the latest simulation technologies 
to help train more nursing students and 
enhance the overall experience of nursing 
education.

 The selected campuses include the 
University of Buffalo, named the SUNY 
System-Wide Nursing Simulation Center of 
Excellence, and SUNY Canton and Stony 
Brook as the regional centers. Each center 
will provide training for some of the most 
needed clinical practice areas in health care, 
such as labor and delivery, high acuity cases 
and community health.

 According to the Governor’s office, 
with their investments, each campus has 
committed to significant prelicensure 
nursing program enrollment growth, 
leveraging the legislation Governor Hochul 
signed in May 2023 permitting nursing 
students to complete up to one-third of 
their clinical training through high-quality 
simulation experiences.

 “By investing in nurses of the future, 
we’re investing in the talent of aspiring 
professionals across our state and in the 

health care workforce we all rely on,” says 
Governor Hochul.

 “As Suffolk County’s only academic 
medical center, Stony Brook University is 
proud to be at the forefront of healthcare 
education and workforce development,” says 
Dr. William A. Wertheim, Executive Vice 
President for Stony Brook Medicine. “This 
designation as a SUNY Regional Nursing 
Simulation Center reflects our long-standing 
commitment to preparing the next generation 
of nurses. Through this important partnership 
with SUNY, we will expand access to high-
quality, hands-on clinical training – helping 
to address the critical nursing shortage, grow 
the healthcare workforce and ensure our 
communities have skilled professionals they 
need to thrive.”

 The center will support a 19 percent 
increase in prelicensure (baccalaureate) 
nursing enrollment in the first-year post-
project completion. There is a projected 27 
percent increase over the next five years.

 “We are grateful to Governor Hochul, 
SUNY, and Stony Brook University for 
this opportunity to expand and enhance 
nursing education through simulation-based 
learning,” says Dr. Patricia Bruckenthal, 
Dean of the Stony Brook School of 
Nursing. “Our NEXUS Innovation Center 

epitomizes our commitment to advancing 
nursing education through innovation and 
collaboration. By integrating cutting-edge 
simulation technologies, we are not only 
enhancing the clinical competencies of 
our students and students across the region 
but also fostering an environment where 
interdisciplinary teams can engage in 
transformative learning experiences. This 
center stands as a testament to our dedication 
to preparing nurse leaders who will shape the 
future of healthcare delivery.”

 According to the plan as a regional center, 
Stony Brook will significantly expand its 
simulation space footprint to enhance in-
person nursing education. Additionally, the 
center will leverage advanced simulcast 
software technology to provide remote 
learning opportunities across Long Island.

 Currently, simulation baccalaureate 
nursing curriculum is integrated into every 
clinical course in the School of Nursing. 
Due to space constraints, students are rotated 
through the Learning Resource Center 
in small groups, which enables hands-on 
experiences in the simulation lab under the 
supervision of the lab director and clinical 
faculty. The expansion of simulation training 
and a new dedicated center will streamline 
this workflow.

SBU

Stony Brook named a SUNY Regional Nursing Stony Brook named a SUNY Regional Nursing 
Simulation CenterSimulation Center

The initiative will enhance and broaden nursing education with funds totaling $20.5 million

Nursing students engage in trauma simulation, guided by an instructor, to build essential emergency care skills in a realistic learning 
environment. Photo courtesy Amy Prokop

This week, big movers included all natural 80/20 ground beef, now priced $6.59; however, it is still below its 
high of $6.95 from March 27. Additionally, a 54-count package of Dixie paper plates rose $1.50 to $7.49, the 
most expensive yet. 
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A revolution 
in letter writing 

Scan the QR code  and send us your letter.  
See policy below.

Common sense approach
As the former chairman of the 

Huntington Town Zoning Board of 
Appeals, I worked tirelessly to balance 
the interests of residents, landowners and 
prospective applicants.

New York State Zoning Law requires 
that neighbors and other residents’ 
interests be represented in hearing 
applicant requests. The burden of 
consideration by the applicant, under 
the law, covers at least five explicit 
considerations for area variances 
requests: an undesirable change, feasible 
alternatives, substantiality, adverse 
effects and self-created hardship. As a 
board we emphasized careful review 
of potential undesirable changes to 
neighborhoods, always lending a 
sensitive ear to the neighbors.

You may have met me at your door 
during some of these applications, as 
I would often take the time to walk a 
neighborhood impacted and speak to 
residents instead of putting the burden on 
them to show up at a ZBA meeting.

Residents shouldn’t have to leave their 
house during a cold winter night, wait 
hours to speak at a public hearing to fight 
to defend their zoning and quality of life 
every time a development application 
comes up. That is a strict responsibility 
of the board; residents should not be on 
the defensive.

Our Town Board and the individuals 
they appoint have a duty and 
responsibility to represent us, not simply 
facilitate development.

The need for the Zoning Board and 
Planning Board’s independence in this 
Town is paramount if we are to restore 
trust in the Town’s zoning process.

Land-use rules and laws protect our 
most precious investment, our homes. 
Good zoning and land-use guidance 
is the most important responsibility 

of Town government, it is what knits 
our communities and neighborhoods 
together. Applications for exemptions 
from prevailing laws deserve careful 
review, but that review should never be 
at the disadvantage of neighbors and 
residents.

Now, more than ever, we need this 
balanced common sense approach.

John Posilico
Former Chairman of the Huntington 

Town Zoning Board of Appeals 

Questioning “Elder Parole” for cop 
killers

It’s common for politicians to send out 
“constituent surveys.”  Ostensibly, the 
goal is to get feedback from local voters 
on specific issues. But it would be a rare 
survey indeed, that did not frame certain 
questions in ways aimed at getting 
politically desired responses.

Newly elected Assembly member 
Rebecca Kassay pretty much followed 
that template with her May mailer.

A couple of seemingly “feel good” 
proposals were the Second Look Act, 
and Elder Parole. Maybe state polls 
are looking to save some dollars on a 
staggering state budget that’s twice the 
size of Florida and Texas combined?  
Money aside, the goal is to give judges 
and parole boards the power to reconsider 
early release for “elderly individuals” so 
long as the felons have “demonstrated 
growth and rehabilitation.”  

Here are two important unknowns.   
What would be the specific criteria for 
the above mentioned, and how it might 
be applied to those who’ve murdered law 
enforcement officers?  This is especially 
critical because the PBA has cited 43 cop 
killers released by our NYS Parole Board 
in just the last 8 years, 

As of this writing,waiting on the 
sidelines to possibly become lucky 

number 44, is David McClary. On Feb. 
26, 1988, he snuck up behind rookie 
NYPD Officer Edward Byrne, and shot 
him five times in the head.  The 22-year-
old was guarding a witness waiting to 
testify against a notorious drug lord.  

Edward’s brother Ken spoke to ABC 
News.  “Referencing the murder he said, 
“’It was a horrible scene, we were in 
shock. It was just beyond devastation.…’ 
“This is always a difficult process 
because every two years with the parole 
board we have to reive everything.” It’s 
that family’s eighth time.  

Who has had the most sway in picking 
and managing the group tasked with 
deciding which felons will be freed?  
That would be former governor Andrew 
Cuomo, and his Democrat heir, Kathy 
Hochul (D). This board is a direct 
reflection of their views on policing and 
made up of a majority of fellow Dems.  

One of the members would be Tana 
Agostini, who was appointed by Cuomo 
in 2017. She married convicted killer 
Thomas O’Sullivan while he was still 
in prison. Tana used her influence as a 
staffer of the state Assembly committee 
overseeing prisons in 2013 to advocate 
for the parole of O’Sullivan. His stint in 
prison included an escape and biting off 
part of an inmate’s nose. It’s hard to see 
much “growth and rehabilitation” there. 

Imagine the unrelenting heartache, 
revisited every 24 months by long 
“suffering NYPD families, who are 
sitting in front of an NYS Parole Board 
that has released an average of five cop 
killers yearly since 2017.  We can bet 
these kinds of “feel good” proposals 
feel anything but good to them.  Let’s 
remember and help protect slain, heroic 
police officers and their grieving loved 
ones, 

Hard “No” on survey query number 7.   
Jim Soviero

East Setauket

Editorial

A sanctuary restored

The opinions of columnists and letter writers are their own. They do not speak for the newspaper.

WRITE TO US …  
AND KEEP IT LOCAL  

We welcome your letters, especially those responding to our 
local coverage, replying to other letter writers’ comments and 
speaking mainly to local themes. Letters should be no longer 
than 400 words and may be edited for length, libel, style, good 
taste and uncivil language. They will also be published on our 
website. We do not publish anonymous letters. Please include 
an address and phone number for confirmation. Email letters 
to: editor1@tbrnewsmedia.com or mail them to TBR News 
Media, P.O. Box 707, Setauket, NY 11733

Letters to the Editor

For eight months, the Smithtown library was 
closed. Readers were able to visit other branches, 
but the library is more than just a place to exchange 
books. 

The library is certainly a hub of ideas and 
information, full of fiction, nonfiction and history. 
It is also an essential resource for those who need 
to use a computer but don’t have one, or would like 
access to free wifi. One of the few places where 
economic class doesn’t play a role, the library 
provides a haven with no spending expectations. 
You can learn how to play mahjong or fold a 
piece of paper into an intricate origami figure. 
Gardening clubs and sewing clubs meet regularly. 
Offering a podcast and community room, the 
library provided the setting for numerous friendly 
conversations. 

Walking through the doors again on May 
5, patrons are greeted by friendly staff. In the 
entrance corridor, a television plays recordings 
from the destructive rains of August 19 and a 
sped-up recording of the subsequent work. In 
one recording, water pushes furniture and shelves 
around like toys. Books float away and out of the 
recording. In another, the murky brown water 
slowly fills the hall until suddenly, the pressure 
pushes out the wall. In a picture, books lay in 
piles across the floor–any reader would cringe 
at the sight. The library is back though, and will 
return fully in coming months, with the bottom 
and second floors open and services and programs 
once again available. However, the status of 
libraries is precarious as the administration looks 
to cut funding.

When the Smithtown building closed, many 
card-holders travelled to other branches. When 
the federal government began eliminating grants 
to libraries, we imagined what we would do 
without an accessible library.   

The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services is not guaranteed. While libraries will 
still exist without the small federal agency, 
which only employed around 70 people and 
from the perspective of the federal government 
is unnecessary, they may not receive grants 
for programming or internships. Recently, a 
judge blocked a move to place its employees on 
temporary leave, giving the institute a reprieve. 
However, the agency is still at risk of getting 
washed out; it is possible resources and programs 
will get carried away by the swift stream of 
government efficiency. 

In the meantime though, the wonderful 
librarians and administrators at the Smithtown 
library are ensuring that residents have access to 
the wealth of knowledge inside.
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Tuesday was National Teacher 
Appreciation Day, which reminded me 
of Miss Rigney, who changed my life. 

Miss Rigney was my sixth grade teacher 
in the perfectly ordinary elementary school 

I attended. Housed in a 
cement building, in the 
midst of a residential 
area, it served the neigh-
borhood according to the 
rules for education in 
mid-century New York 
City, with two classrooms 
and two teachers for each 
grade. I was assigned to 
6A. Next door was 6B.

Soon after entering 
sixth grade, we became 
aware of the goal for the 
coming year. We needed 
to pass the Hunter Test for 

the honor of the school and our own benefit.
The Hunter Test, we discovered, was a 

one day affair that, if successfully navigated, 
would win us admission to Hunter College 
High School where classes started with 

seventh grade and ended with graduation 
from high school. Open to students from each 
sixth grade in all five boroughs, a handful of 
us would be eligible, after scoring well on a 
standardized test in fifth grade, to travel to the 
school on the appointed day to take the test.

I liked the sound of that because it was the 
closest junior high school to where I lived. I 
sympathized with those students who would 
have to ride from Brooklyn, Queens and even 
Staten Island.

There were several special schools 
throughout the city whose admission was via 
a challenging test: Stuyvesant, Bronx High 
School of Science and Brooklyn Tech were 
three. They were also public schools and were 
run by the Board of Education with the idea of 
giving some students a head start. 

But Hunter was different. It was initially 
started in 1869 as a model school in which 
to train teachers who were matriculating 
in Hunter College and was administrated 
by the Board of Higher Education. Its 1200 
students in six grades “represent the top one-
quarter of one percent of the City” based on 
the test scores, according to the school. It was 

composed of all girls for its first 105 years. The 
student-teacher ratio was 13:1, and its faculty 
for the most part had advanced degrees.

“Aim of the entire course through which 
the Normal students pass is not so much to 
burden the mind with facts as it is to develop 
intellectual power, cultivate judgment, and 
enable the graduates to take trained ability 
into the world with them,” wrote Harper’s 
Magazine in 1878.

Now we kids didn’t know any of this. 
I just wanted the shortest commute, and it 
was impressed on us that Hunter was a good 
place to be. So we prepared for the test, which 
was months away, with the coaching of our 
teachers, four girls from 6B and two from 6A. 

Only Miss Rigney, a trim, freckle-faced 
redhead with a gentle manner, who seemed old 
to me, but was maybe 28, stayed after school 
twice a week and drilled Carol and me with a 
workbook. When we didn’t do the homework 
she then gave us, both arithmetic and English, 
she was uncharacteristically stern with us. It 
was clear that this was a challenge she wanted 
us to surmount.

On the day the results of the Test were sent 

to the school, the principal called the six of us 
down to her office, along with the teachers, 
and with a great deal of excitement, opened the 
envelope and read the results out loud. Carol 
and I had been admitted; no one had from the 
other class.

There was screaming and moaning. Miss 
Rigney smiled, quietly congratulated the two 
of us and returned to her classroom. I was 
happy because I thought I should be. I knew 
my parents would be pleased, but I had no 
understanding of what had just happened.

I had no idea that my life would be unalterably 
changed — that I would be attending what was 
thought to be one of the finest high school in the 
country, ranked number one by The Wall Street 
Journal, one of only 225 pupils, with some 
of the most accomplished teachers for whom 
teaching was an art, that I would mingle with 
far more sophisticated students, and because of 
them, freely explore the City. 

I had a remarkable high school education. 
When I landed in college, I was immediately 
offered second year standing because of my AP 
classes. Miss Rigney knew. 

Opinion
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Dear Paw Landers,
I’ve never written a letter like this 

before. Truth be told, I’ve never written 
a letter of any kind.

But I understand you live far away and that 
you dispense valuable 
advice that I could use in 
my everyday life with the 
guy and his family.

The guy spends most of 
his days sitting at this thing 
typing, so I guess I can do 
it for an hour or so, which, 
you know, is more like 
seven hours for him.

I was thinking of 
asking you about that 
rumbling noise that scares 
me so much when it gets 
incredibly dark out and 

when the ground gets wet. Those sounds make 
me want to find cover somewhere, but no matter 
where I go, I can still hear it and feel the terrible 

vibrations. It’s like if a pack of, you know, 
us were running around the neighborhood, 
growling so loudly outside the door that we 
caused the floor to vibrate a second or two after 
a flash of light.

No, no, I’ll save the questions about those 
noises for some other letter. This one is about 
the delicate social business of interacting in the 
neighborhood.

You see, my guy varies in his social energy 
and interests. Some days, he speaks with 
everyone we run into and bends down to pet 
other dogs.

That doesn’t bother me, the way it did with 
Fifi last week, when she complained that her 
owner pets other dogs more readily and happily 
than she pets Fifi. I’m fine if my guy wants to 
scratch other dogs behind their ears or rubs their 
back. Frankly, there are times when I think he 
needs a hobby to get out all of his scratching, 
squeezing and high-pitched voice energy that he 
reserves for me and, once in a while, for small 
people when they come to the house.

Other times, he barely waves or acknowledges 
people and their pets. He’s either staring into his 
phone and talking to himself or he’s making lists 
out loud and telling himself what he needs to do 
that day.

When he does stop to chat with neighbors and 
their companions, he often talks about me while 
the other human talks about their dog. I’m kind of 
tired of hearing about how I don’t like to swim, 
how I’m not that high energy and I don’t fetch.

Everyone doesn’t have to fetch or swim, 
right? But, then, he also talks about how sensitive 
I am and how supportive I am whenever anyone 
is feeling sad in the house. Hey, we all have our 
strengths, right?

When he’s chatting, sometimes about me and 
sometimes about the weather, I’m not always 
sure how long the pause in our walk will go.

I sometimes sit or lay down near him, while 
other dogs jump or sniff around me. Other times, 
I’m so happy to see one of my neighbors that she 
and I try to tie the two leashes into a knot in the 
shape of a heart. My guy and the neighbor never 

see it, but it’s so obvious to us.
Every so often, I meet someone intriguing 

and, you know how it is, right? I have to sniff 
them, the way they have to sniff me. The question 
is, how long can I sniff their butts before it 
becomes socially awkward, either for them or for 
the humans?

I mean, I can tell when my guy is in an intense 
conversation about something, when his voice 
drops or shakes and I want to help him. At the 
same time, I have this need to sniff.

Clearly, sniffing butts at the wrong time or for 
too long can become a problem for the guy and 
the other person.

If we do it too long, their conversation ends 
and he walks away, muttering and puling on me 
until we get inside.

So, what’s the ideal, allowable butt sniffing 
time? And remember that none of us is getting 
any younger, so, you know, if you could write 
back soon, it’d help. You can’t see me, but I’m 
looking up at you with my big brown eyes and 
wagging my tail. That usually works with the guy.

D. None 
of the above
BY DANIEL DUNAIEF

How long can we sniff each other’s butts before it becomes socially awkward
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E-bike rider killed in Commack hit-and-run
Suffolk County Police Major Case Unit 

detectives are investigating a hit-and-run crash 
that killed a bicyclist in Commack on May 2.

A man was riding an e-bike eastbound on 
Hauppauge Road, when he was struck from 
behind by a small white SUV, also traveling 
eastbound, in front of 68 Hauppauge Road, at 
11:57 p.m. The driver then fled the scene.

The man, Aryan Saini, 20, of Central Islip, 
was transported to Good Samaritan Hospital 
Medical Center in West Islip, where he was 
pronounced dead. Anyone with information is 
asked to call 631-852-6555.
Road rage in Kings Park leads to arrest

Suffolk County Police arrested a man 
following a road rage incident involving a 
handgun in Kings Park on April 30.

Christopher Tartaglia was driving a 2015 
BMW X5 eastbound on Cortez Drive, just east 
of Indian Head Road, when he began tailgating 
the vehicle in front of him while honking his 
horn repeatedly at approximately 6 p.m.

The other vehicle pulled to the side of the 
road to allow Tartaglia to pass. Tartaglia pulled 
alongside the stopped vehicle and threatened the 
driver while pointing a handgun in his direction 
before driving away. The victim called 911 
to report the incident. Fourth Precinct Patrol 
officers, along with members of the Community 
Support Unit, located and arrested Tartaglia at 
his residence a short time later. A Ruger LCP 
Max was recovered as well as another firearm 
and a legally owned rifle.

Fourth Squad detectives charged Tartaglia, 
57, of Smithtown, with Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon 2nd Degree and Menacing 2nd Degree. 
Detectives are asking anyone with information 
on the incident to call 631-854- 8542.
Mastic man dies in house fire

Suffolk County Police Homicide Squad and 
Arson Section detectives are investigating a 
residential fire that killed a man in Mastic on May 
5. Police responded to 911 calls reporting a house 
fire, located on Overlook Drive, at 6:40 p.m. 

Two residents, John and Maryann Gaeta, 
escaped the fire. Their son, Frank Gaeta, 56, was 
found deceased on the back deck. John Gaeta, 
80, and Maryann Gaeta, 81, were transported 
to Stony Brook University Hospital for smoke 
inhalation. 

A firefighter with the Mastic Fire Department 
suffered burns at the scene and was transported 
to a hospital for treatment. The fire is under 
investigation but appears non-criminal.

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers offers a cash reward for information that leads to an arrest. 
Anyone with information about these incidents can contact Suffolk County Crime Stoppers to 

submit an anonymous tip by calling 1-800-220-TIPS.

The following incidents have been reported by Suffolk County Police:

—  COMPILED BY HEIDI SUTTON

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

Visit www.tbrnewsmedia.com/police for more 
press releases from the Suffolk County Police.

Wanted for alleged petit larceny
Do you recognize this woman? Photo from SCPD

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers and 
Suffolk County Police Second Precinct 
Crime Section officers are seeking the 
public’s help to identify and locate the 
woman pictured above who allegedly stole 
bedding from Target, located at 124 East 
Jericho Turnpike in Huntington Station, on 
April 18 at approximately 5 p.m.

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers and 
Suffolk County Police Fourth Precinct Crime 
Section officers are seeking the public’s help 
to identify and locate the man who allegedly 
harassed an employee of Mr. Vape & Smoke, 
located at 114 Main Street in Kings Park, on 
April 20 at approximately 1:15 p.m.

Wanted for alleged harassment
Do you recognize this man? Photo from SCPD

Suffolk County District Attorney 
Raymond A. Tierney announced on May 
2 that Stacey Hirsch, 48, of Saint Lucie, 
Florida, was indicted for Grand Larceny in 
the Second Degree, for allegedly embezzling 
funds from a Selden church.

According to the investigation, between 
June 2022 to May 2023, Hirsch, formerly 
of Centereach and a former bookkeeper at 
the Selden church, allegedly stole about 
$80,000 from the church’s bank account. 

Hirsch allegedly did this by writing checks 
to herself and her husband without authority 
or for any legitimate church related reason 
or expense. She allegedly used the money 
to pay her credit card bills, which included 
charges for food, numerous restaurants, 
shopping, and other everyday expenses. She 
also allegedly used the money to pay for 
utilities and other household expenses.

The alleged theft was discovered after 
the church board learned that the church’s 
bills were not being paid.

The treasurer reviewed the finances for 
the previous years and discovered that, 
as a result of her alleged theft, there were 
insufficient funds to pay the church’s 

legitimate expenses. Hirsch was fired after 
the discovery and moved to Florida shortly 
afterwards.

On April 10 Hirsch was arrested in Florida 
and was thereafter extradited to Suffolk 
County. On May 2 Hirsch was arraigned on 
the indictment before Supreme Court Justice 
Timothy P. Mazzei for Grand Larceny in the 
Second Degree, a Class C felony.

Justice Mazzei ordered Hirsch released 
from jail without bail because her charge is 
considered non-bail eligible under current 
New York State law, meaning prosecutors 
cannot ask for, and judges cannot set bail.

“Financial crimes against community 
institutions not only damage their operations 
but undermine the trust that binds our 
community together,” said District Attorney 
Tierney. “We intend to pursue this case 
vigorously to send a clear message that those 
who exploit positions of trust for personal 
gain will face the appropriate consequences 
under the law.”

Hirsch is due back in court on June 5 and 
faces up to 15 years in prison if convicted on 
the top count.

—  SUFFOLK COUNTY D.A.’S OFFICE

Former Selden church bookkeeper 
indicted for grand larceny

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 
NOW SAVE $$$ OFF 

NEWSSTAND COVER PRICE!

  The Village TIMES HERALD
  The Village BEACON RECORD
  The Port TIMES RECORD
  The TIMES of Smithtown
  The TIMES of Huntington  & Northports 
  The TIMES of Middle Country

Charge it on MasterCard or VISA
Card # 
Exp. Date                           
Security CVV#  
Zip Code 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA

P.O.  BOX 707  • SETAUKET, NY 11733
Please allow 4-6 weeks to start delivery and for any changes.

Name

Address

State          Zip

Phone

Use this form to mail your  subscription  
or call  631–751–7744 or online at  

tbrnewsmedia.com 

1 YEAR
$7900

2 YEARS
$13900

3 YEARS
$17900

EXCELLENCE. WE MAKE AN ISSUE 
OF IT EVERY WEEK.

©
21402

SELECT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSELECT LENGTH OF SUBSCRIPTION
Times Beacon Record will keep you informed throughout the year

Finding a new home 
About a dozen animals adopted 

thanks to Sound Beach Civic 

Association’s sixth pet adoption 

event, which was renamed this year 

to honor a fallen friend of the event

A8

Vol. 34, No. 10 

                 September 27, 2018 

  $1.00

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

                         
                         

  

M O U N T  S I N A I  •  M I L L E R  P L AC E  •  S O U N D  B E AC H  •  R O C K Y  P O I N T  •  WA D I N G  R I V E R  •  S H O R E H A M

The VILLAGE BEACON RECORDtbrnewsmedia.com

Miller Place, Port Je�  kids battling cancer 

spend day as SCPD o�  cers — story A4

Ready to 
serve

KYLE BA
RR

CHARIOT COLLISION CENTER

Lifetime Warranty

91 Gnarled Hollow Rd., East Setauket 

631–751–1515

WE ARE A CERTIFIED GEICO & ALLSTATE DRIVE IN 

CLAIMS SERVICE CENTER

©
15

96
13

Women’s EXPO returns 

to Centereach library
Also: Paint Port Pink celebrates 

4th year, SBU Sports, Photo of 

the Week,  ‘Mary Poppins Jr.’  � ies 

into Smithtown

B1

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

OPEN 
7 DAYS

STEVEN TEMPLETON, D.V.M.        

TINA TING, D.V.M. 

631.751.2200

150 Main Street

East Setauket

Animal Health & Wellness 

Veterinary Office, PC

AVAILABLE FOR ROUTINE 

AND EMERGENCY VISITS
COMPREHENSIVE
VETERINARY CARE

www.animalhealthwellness.com 

©159610

Animal Health & Wellness 

Local college students

assist in Puerto Rico
SBU, SCCC students share their 

experiences helping hurricane victims

A5

Annual Culper Spy Day held in Three Village area  — photos B29

Annual Culper Spy Day held in Three Village area  — photos B29Celebrating history
‘The Addams Family’ 

opens at Theatre Three

Also: ‘Man of La Mancha’ heads to the 

Engeman, ‘Hook’s Tale’ reviewed, 

highlights from Culper Spy Day 

B1

Vol. 43, No. 30 

                 September 20, 2018 

  $1.00The VILLAGE TIMES HERALD

S TO N Y  B R O O K  •  O L D  F I E L D  •  S T R O N G’S  N E C K  •  S E TAU K E T  •  E A S T  S E TAU K E T  •  S O U T H  S E TAU K E T  •  P O Q U OT T  •  S TO N Y  B R O O K  U N I V E R S I T Y

tbrnewsmedia.com

ANTHONY W
HITE

Enjoy the read!

If you’re receiving The Village 

Times Herald for the fi rst time, 

please consider this an introduc-

tion and an invitation to explore 

what’s inside our newspaper.

Our professional staff works 

hard to bring you information 

relevant to your lives, from 

the latest news stories, to our 

comprehensive calendar, to our 

pro vocative letters page.

We hope that when you’re fi n-

ished looking us over, you’ll join 

our family of subscribers. To do 

so, just fi ll out the coupon on page 

A4. And please feel encouraged to 

contact us with news tips; bragging 

rights about your family, business 

or community groups; and letters 

or notices on coming events.

Our 42-year-old news organi-

zation will be privileged to serve 

you. You can also visit us online 

and browse all our features at 

www.tbrnewsmedia.com. Publisher Leah Dunaief SA
R

A
-M

EG
A

N
 W

A
LS

H

Vol. 15, No. 25 

               September 27, 2018 

  $1.00

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

THE TIMES
of   Huntington,  Nor thpor t  & Eas t  Nor thpor t

HUNTINGTON  •  HUNTINGTON BAY  •  GREENLAWN  •  HALESITE  •  LLOYD HARBOR  •  COLD SPRING HARBOR  •  NORTHPORT  •  FORT SALONGA  •  EAST NORTHPORT  •  ASHAROKEN  •  EATON’S NECK  •  CENTERPORT 

tbrnewsmedia.com

Huntington approves zone change 

for historic Platt’s Tavern property A3

New transportation service prepared 

to rollout in Northport Village  A5

Lupinacci proposes  2.53 percent

tax levy increase in 2019 budget  A5  

What’s inside

Celebrating unity
Huntington Awareness Day brings community together 

to celebrate its diversity and achievements — Photos A14

Women’s EXPO returns to 

Centereach library
Also: Paint Port Pink celebrates 4th 

year, SBU Sports, Photo of the Week,  

‘Mary Poppins Jr.’  � ies into Smithtown

B1

©
15

96
18

310 Main Street, Holbrook 

631-585-6900
www.tjedance.com

REGISTER
ONLINE

FOR BOTH 
LOCATIONS

www.tjedance.com

556 North Country Road, St. James 

631-584-6888

Vol. 31, No. 32 

              October 4, 2018 

  $1.00

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

The TIMES of  SMITHTOWN
F O R T  S A L O N G A  •  K I N G S  PA R K  •  S M I T H T O W N  •  N E S C O N S E T  •  S T  J A M E S  •  H E A D  O F  T H E  H A R B O R  •  N I S S E Q U O G U E  •  H A U P PA U G E  •  C O M M A C K

tbrnewsmedia.com

Two Smithtown groups receive $13K 

toward historic preservation  A3

Algal blooms raise new concerns 

over LI’s water quality  A7

Part of Jericho Turnpike to be 

renamed for Commack airman  A7

What’s inside

Smithtown Bulls roar 
High School East celebrates homecoming win – A10 & 11

B
IL

L 
 L

A
N

D
O

N

Focus 
Health

A SUPPLEMENT TO TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA • OCTOBER 4, 2018

OCTOBER IS 

BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS MONTH

on

• High blood sugar during pregnancy risks

• Fighting fall allergies

• Promote healthy weight starting with lunch

• Wireless technology and hearing

• Confusing mammogram guidelines

• Sleep problems and menopause

Inside

Be Entertained
Broadway star Megan Hilty • Sat Oct 20

Comedy ensemble in 

Celebrity Autobiography • Sat Oct 27

STALLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY

COMPLETE SEASON AT stallercenter.com • (631) 632-ARTS [2787]

164277

Vol. 14, No. 25 

              October 4, 2018 

  $1.00

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

tbrnewsmedia.com

The TIMES of  MIDDLE COUNTRY
C E N T E R E AC H  •  S E L D E N  •  L A K E  G R O V E  N O R T H

©164453

Welcomed funds
Bethel Hobbs Community Farm to receive 

county grant, set to thank legislator at its 

annual Fall Harvest Festival
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Answering call for help
Local no-kill shelter comes to rescue of furry hurricane victims  — A9
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Port Jeff village continues cleanup 

following Sept. 25 fl ooding — story A3

Water quality study causing 

conerns for researchers

Harmful algae blooms are threatening marine 

life in water bodies across the North Shore, 

according to researchers from SBU, with some 

alarming new signs in 2018 data.

A11

Focus 
Health

A SUPPLEMENT TO TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA • OCTOBER 4, 2018

OCTOBER IS 

BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS MONTH

on

• High blood sugar during pregnancy risks

• Fighting fall allergies

• Promote healthy weight starting with lunch

• Wireless technology and hearing

• Confusing mammogram guidelines

• Sleep problems and menopause

Inside



MAY 8, 2025 • TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA • PAGE  A9

DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

In a recent meeting at Studio 268 in East 
Setauket, around two dozen community activists 
began planning for a new expanded park in the 
downtown area, which many hope will help 

Main Street become a place 
where residents can stroll, 
take in views of the harbor 

and learn about Setauket’s local history.
Organized by the Three Village Civic 

Association, headed by Charlie Tramontana,  
the participants included Brookhaven 
Councilmember Jonathan Kornreich (D-Stony 
Brook), Suffolk County Legislator Steve 
Englebright (D-Setauket) and members of the 
3V Chamber of Commerce, the Three Village 

Rotary Club  and the Setalcott Nation, among 
others.

The working group will be meeting over 
the next several months to develop a plan that 
will then be incorporated into the Town of 
Brookhaven’s park project plan.

Charlie Tramontana said, “today was the 
first meeting of the working and planning 
group where we walked the park and discussed 
features that we hope to incorporate into the 
eventual plan for the park.”

The Three Village Civic Association plans 
to take the ideas and incorporate them into a 
computer generated site plan that will be created 
by Joseph Betz, a professor of architecture at 
Farmingdale College and member of the civic 
association.

TOWN

Three Village Civic Association hosts 
planning meeting for Setauket Harbor Park

Sunny Bateman passed away peacefully on May 5, at age 80 
after a courageous battle with cancer and later complications. 

 Born on Dec. 14, 1944 in Little Rock, Arkansas to 
Mildred and Howard Strecker, Sunny’s abundant love 
continues through her husband Lee Bateman; children 

Debbie, Michelle, Brad, Brooke, Kim and 
Scott; grandchildren Brady, Wyatt, Sunny, 
Quinn, Caroline, Hank, Matilda, Scarlett, 
Noa, Aden, Tyler, Kiersten, Charlie, Anna, 

Luke and Alex; and great grandchildren Jackson and Monroe. 
She is also survived by her brothers Robert and Billy Strecker, 
sister-in-law Jayne Strecker, nieces Megan and Janine, and 
nephews Robert and Derek.  

 The family extends their deepest gratitude to her friends, 
family and the incredible team at Stony Brook University 
Cardiac ICU for their compassionate care during Sunny’s  final days.

 In honor of Sunny’s love of art and her generous spirit,  memorial donations to the 
Reboli Art Center (rebolicenter.org/donate) in her name would be greatly appreciated in 
lieu of flowers.

 Sunny was welcomed into eternal peace by her beloved father and mother Howard and 
Mildred Strecker, her aunt and uncle Roy and Pearl Hoffer, her cousin Ronald Hoffer, her 
son Chad Bateman and her dear friends Catherine Loper and Lydia Simms, who all meant 
so much to her.

 Service will be held this Friday May 9 from 3 to 7 p.m. at Bryant Funeral Home, 411 
Old Town Rd, East Setauket. Please visit Bryant Funeral Home (https://www.bryantfh.
com/) for details.

In remembrance of Sunny Bateman

OBITUARY

Three Village Civic Association during the planning meeting. Photo courtesy George Hoffman

BY WILLIAM STIEGLITZ
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

The April 30 Three Village Central School 
District Board of Education meeting began with 
updates on the question of whether to arm school 
security guards. The district surveyed around 
1,400 employees, with 55% saying they were for 
armed security and 45% saying they were against. 
Of the 55% in favor, 81% wanted security armed 
both inside and outside of the school. The board 
plans to survey the community next and said that, 
when ready, they will likely make the survey 
available through either an online link or the 
student database system Infinite Campus.

The board also announced that the ZeroEyes 
security system, an artificial intelligence weapons 
detection software that the district has been looking 
into since October, is finally up and running. The 
system connects school cameras to AI that scans 
the footage firearms and alerts the district and 
authorities in a matter of seconds if something is 
found.

“We got a chance to do some calibration and 
test it at this building and Mount Elementary,” said 
security coordinator Jack Blaum, speaking from 
the North Country Administration Building. “And 
I will tell you, I am absolutely impressed with 
the system.” He said that while the technology is 
only one part of a solution, he is confident it will 
act as a deterrent and that other local districts have 
expressed interest in implementing ZeroEyes as 
well.

In school funding news, the board announced 
that following their April 9 decision to remove 
earlier high school start times from this year’s 
planned budget, they were left with $1,014,000 to 
spend on other programs, as well as an additional 
$100,000 from savings in the textbook code. The 
board unanimously chose to use $760,000 from 
this to restore seven elementary school teachers 
and thereby reduce class sizes, which left around 
$340,000 to discuss. 

One option was to use $100,000 to restore 
fourth-grade science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. Unlike the district’s previous 
STEM program, which ended during COVID and 
had allowed a STEM teacher in every building 
for every grade level, this would start smaller by 
having a STEM teacher go to each school for one 

day a week. Another option would be to restore 
the Intellectually Gifted Program, though with 
$100,000 costs for both staffing and transportation, 
this would be twice as expensive. A third option 
was to use an estimated $70,000 to restore summer 
reading programs, which would also require a new 
program coordinator.

Following debate, the board voted 5-1 (David 
McKinnon was absent) for using the funds to 
restore STEM and summer reading, with the 
rest being saved for future costs. While funding 
for fourth-grade IG was also discussed, this only 
received two out of six votes. “Whereas IG services 
a smaller number, the STEM program would 
service an entire grade level,” Superintendent 
Kevin Scanlon said when weighing the benefits 
of each. “We’re talking over 400 students being 
addressed there.”

The board also reviewed the district’s success 
in programming for Autism Acceptance Month. 
Schools such as Arrowhead, Minnesauke, 
W.S. Mount and Murphy elementary schools 
and Gelinas Jr. High school held assemblies, 
fundraisers, schoolwide walks and other related 
activities. “I think it’s important that we recognize 
all the students that we have in our district,” said 
Scanlon. “The population of autism has been 
diagnosed more readily in the more recent years, 
and I think that’s where we excel in this district, 
because of our attention to our students with 
special needs… I think this is a way of recognizing 
them in a special way.”

Another kind of assembly, exclusive to eighth 
graders at Gelinas, was a live performance of 
“From the Fires: Voices of the Holocaust,” which 
included a discussion with the cast. This was paired 
with interactive classes, led by Principal Corinne 
Keane and social studies teacher Christina Cone, 
on how to identify and combat antisemitism and 
other hate speech.

One more thing that brought students to school 
theaters this month was the spring musicals. These 
included performances of “Finding Nemo Junior” 
at Minnesauke, “Seussical the Musical” at Mount, 
“Beauty and the Beast” at Nassakeag Elementary 
School, “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” at 
Setauket, “Newsies” at Gelinas and “Anastasia” at 
Murphy.

For more information visit the school website: 
www.threevillagecsd.org.

Three Village School board discusses security, 
program funding and autism awareness

(Left to Right) Board VP Karen Roughley, President Susan Rosenzweig, Superintendent Scanlon and Dr. Kerman. Photo by William Stieglitz
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 

in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524 269520

Ashlynn is a year old tiny Border Collie 
mix with a giant heart. She survived 
unthinkable conditions but was rescued 
in time to find her  second chance She’s 
shy but so sweet and now is learning how 
to love. Can you give her the home she 
desperately longs for?©
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Rescued Animals 
For Adoption 

608 Route 112 • Port Jefferson Station
631.473.6333

@saveapetanimalrescue @saveapetanimalrescue

Brad Merila

Certifi ed 
Piano Technician
6 Barnwell Lane, Stony Brook

631.681.9723
bluesmanpianotuning@gmail.com
bluesmanpianotuning.com

©269070

Blues
Man

Piano Tuning

YOUR AD

COULD BE HERE!

CALL

631.331.1154
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WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK.

Sell your old, busted or junk car

with no hoops, haggles or head-

aches. Sell your car to Peddle.

Easy three step process. Instant

offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-

ment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Auto Services

ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE

NOTE! BRIMFIELD IS HERE

ALL SHOWS! September 3-8.

New shows open daily! Visit

www.brimfieldantiqueweek.com.

2025 dates: May 13-18, July

8-13, September 2-7

Antiques & Collectibles

From Cold Spring Harbor to Wading River – TBR NEWS MEDIA • Six Papers...Plus Our Website...One Price

631.331.1154 or 631.751.7663 • tbrnewsmedia.com

CLASSIFIEDS

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???

Your car donation to Patriotic

Hearts helps veterans find work

or start their own business. Fast

free pick. Running or not! Call

24/7: 1-888-251-3135.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR

TAXES! Donate your car, truck,

or SUV to assist the blind and

visually impaired. Arrange a

swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and

secure a generous tax credit for

2025. Call Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!

***AAA*** AUTO BUYERS High-

est Cash Paid, All Years/ Con-

ditions, WE VISIT YOU, Or

Donate, Tax Deduct + Cash.

DMV ID#1303199. Call LUKE

516-VAN-CARS. 516-297-2277

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

FREE WOOD CHIPS to be

picked up in Setauket Call

631-941-4425.

FOR SALE CLAY BRICK

(8”X4”)$.75/brick ask for Ed

631-941-4425.

EASY GUTTER GUARDS

5 boxes each containing:

36 feet - gutter guard

3M tape

35 tapping screws

$20 takes all

631 942-7916

ABOVE GROUND TRIANGU-

L A R L A D D E R $ 2 5

631-455-3769.

Finds Under 50

TOP CASH PAID FOR ALL

TRUCKS, CARS, & VANS.

Highest prices paid for fixable

v e h i c l e s . C a l l M a r k

631-258-7919. SEE DISPLAY

AD FOR MORE INFORMA-

TION.

JUNK CARS BOUGHT!

We’ll Beat Any Price.

Call 631-500-1015. SEE DIS-

PLAY AD FOR MORE IN-

FORMATION.

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

DIRECTV- All your entertain-

ment. Nothing on your roof! Sign

up for Direct and get your first

free months of Max, Para-

mount+, Showtime, Starz,

MGM+ and Cinemax included.

Choice package $84.99/mo.

Some restrictions apply. Call

DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the

same reliable, nationwide cov-

erage as the largest carriers. No

long-term contract, no hidden

fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and

text, starting at just $20/month.

For more information, call

1-844-919-1682

Miscellaneous

TRAVELING?

Need someone to check on your

home?

Contact Tender Loving Pet

Care, LLC. We’re more than just

p e t s . I n s u r e d / B o n d e d .

631-675-1938

Housesitting Services

HEARING AIDS!! High-quality

rechargeable, powerful Audien

hearing aids priced 90% less

than competitors. Tiny and

NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day

money back gua ran t ee !

855-598-5898

Health Care

SENIOR SERVICES CNA:

M A L E & F E M A L E

CAREGIVERS Experienced

with a wide range of Medical

care including Dementia, Alz-

heimer’s & Parkinson Patients.

Caring & Dependable. Driver.

R e f e r e n c e s A v a i l a b l e .

Derrick@917-363-8924

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND

CIALIS USERS! A cheaper

alternative to high drugstore

prices! 50 Pill Special - Only

$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL

NOW: 1-833-641-6397

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-

APY USERS! Discover Oxygen

Therapy That Moves with You

with Inogen Portable Oxygen

Concentrators. FREE informa-

tion kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Health, Fitness & Beauty

BLUES MAN PIANO TUNING

Certified piano technician,

631-681-9723,

bluesmanpianotuning@gmail.

com,

www.bluesmanpianotuning.com

Musical Instruments

PUBLIC NOTICE

The New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation

has determined that

site ID #152175, known as the

Smithtown Groundwater site,

may be deleted from the

New York State Registry of Inac-

tive Hazardous Waste Disposal

Sites. This site is located in the

City of Smithtown, within the

County of Suffolk, and is located

at Moriches Road and Fifty Acre

Road. Comments regarding this

action must be submitted no

later than June 6, 2025. Informa-

tion regarding the site, the pro-

posed delisting, and how to

submit comments electronically

can be found at https://dec.ny.

gov/environmental-

p r o t e c t i o n / s i t e - c l e a n u p /

brownfield-and-state-superfund-

programs/state-superfund-

s i t es /pub l i c - commen t -on -

delisting-registry-sites

or send comments to

Robert Bellotti, 625 Broadway,

12 th Floor, Albany, NY,

12233-7015;

via email at

robert.belotti@dec.ny.gov; or

call (518) 402-2230.

To have information such as this

notice sent right to your email,

sign up with county

email listservs available at

h t t p s : / / d e c . n y . g o v /

environmental-protection/site-

cleanup/regional-remediation-

p r o j e c t - i n f o r m a t i o n /

environmental-cleanup-email-

GET BOOST INFINITE! Unlim-

ited Talk, Text and Data For Just

$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G

Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest

iPhone Every Year On Us!

844-329-9391

Miscellaneous

SNOWBIRD? TRAVEL

FREQUENTLY? We are your

eyes and ears when you are

away from home.

Bonded and Insured specifically

for Home Watch.

Call or Text Tony 631-689-5683.

www.threevillagewatch.com

Security Services

PIANO - GUITAR - BASS

All ages-levels-styles.

Many local references.

Recommended by all area

s c h o o l s . To n y M a n n ,

631-473-3443, 631-332-6005

Schools/Instruction/
Tutoring

PRAYER TO THE

BLESSED VIRGIN

(Never Known To Fail)

Most beautiful flower of Mt. Car-

mel, fruitful vine, splendor of

heaven, blessed mother of the

Son of God, immaculate virgin,

assist me in my necessity. Star

of the sea, help me & show me

here in, you are my mother. Holy

Mary, Mother of God, Queen of

Heaven and Earth, I humbly be-

seech you from the bottom of

my heart to succor me in this

necessity There are none who

can withstand your power. Show

me herein you are my mother.

Mary conceived without sin,

pray for us who have recourse

to thee.

(3 times). Holy Mary, I place this

cause in your hands.

(3 times). Holy Spirit, you who

solve all problems, light all roads

so that I can obtain my goals.

You gave me the divine gift to

forgive and forget all evil against

me, and that in all instances of

my life, you are with me. I want

in this short prayer to thank you

for all things as you confirm

once again that I never want to

be separated from you in eternal

glory. Thank you for your mercy

toward me and mine.

The person must say this prayer

3 consecutive days. The request

will be granted. This prayer must

be published after the favor has

been granted. W.R.H.

Novenas
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4 wks/$44/20 words
$.40 ea. additional word

6 Newspapers/Internet Site ~ Huntington to Wading River ~ Deadline: Tuesday at noon.
Call 631–331–1154 or 631–751–7663 • TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA • tbrnewsmedia.com
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SELL YOUR USED MERCHANDISE & MAKE DOLLARS AND ROOM

844-919-1682

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new 
service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

Plans start at just $20/month.
Switch & Save Today

267880

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-5473 2
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FREE FREE FREE

Merchandise 
under
$50 15 words
1 item only.
Fax•Mail•E-mail
Drop Off
Include Name, 
Address, Phone #

The Classifieds Section is published by TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA every Thursday. Leah S. Dunaief, Publisher, 

Sheila Murray, Classifieds Director. We welcome your comments and ads. 

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA will not be responsible for errors after the first week’s insertion. Please check your ad care-

fully. • Statewide or Regional Classifieds also available - Reach more than 7 million readers in New York’s community newspapers. 

Line ads 25 words : Long Island region $69 - $129 – New York City region $289 - $499 – Central region $29 - $59 – Western region 

$59 - $99 - Capital region $59 - $99 – all regions $389 - $689 words. $10 each additional word. Call for display ad rates.

INDEX

• Garage Sales

• Announcements

• Antiques & Collectibles

• Automobiles/Trucks etc.

• Finds under $50

• Health/Fitness/Beauty

• Merchandise

• Personals

• Novenas

• Pets/Pet Services

• Professional Services

• Schools/Instruction/Tutoring

• Wanted to Buy

• Employment

• Cleaning

The Village TIMES HERALD  
The Village BEACON RECORD  

The Port TIMES RECORD
The TIMES of Smithtown 

The TIMES of Middle Country
The TIMES of Huntington,

Northport & East Northport

tbrnewsmedia.com 

GENERAL OFFICE

631–751–7744 

Fax 631–751–4165

This Publication is Subject  to All Fair Housing Acts

The following are some of our available categories listed in the order in which they appear.

MAIL ADDRESS
TBR News Media
Classifieds Department
P.O. Box 707

Setauket, NY 11733

EMAIL

class@tbrnewsmedia.com

SPECIALS*
*May change without notice

DISPLAY ADS Call for rates.

• FIRST 20 WORDS
(40¢ each additional word)

1 Week     $29.00
4 Weeks   $99.00

BASIC AD RATES

ACTION AD
20 words
$44 for 4 weeks
for all your used
merchandise

GARAGE SALE

ADS $29.00

20 words

Free 2 signs with 

placement of ad

REAL ESTATE

DISPLAY ADS

Ask about our 

Contract Rates.

EMPLOYMENT

Buy 2 weeks of 

any size BOXED 

ad get 2 weeks 

free 

DEADLINE:

Tuesday 
 at Noon

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Friday 10:00 am–4:00 pm

OFFICE • IN-PERSON
TBR News Media
185 Route 25A
(Bruce Street entrance)
Setauket, NY 11733
Call: 631-331-1154 or
631-751-7663

CONTACT CLASSIFIEDS:

(631) 331–1154 

or (631) 751–7663

Fax (631) 751–4165

class@tbrnewsmedia.com

tbrnewsmedia.com

WE ARE: CONTACT US:

• Computer Services

• Electricians

• Financial Services

• Furniture Repair

• Handyman Services

• Home Improvement

• Lawn & Landscaping

• Painting/Wallpaper

• Plumbing/Heating

• Power Washing

• Roofing/Siding

• Tree Work

• Window Cleaning

• Real Estate

 • Residential Property

 • Commercial Property

 • Out of State Property

©
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One touch of a button 
                  sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert
®  is always 

here for me.

Batteries Never Need Charging.

SAVING A LIFE

 EVERY 11 M
IN

UTES!

®

HELP ON THE GO

with 
GPS!

HELP AT HOME

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776 2
6
7
8
6
0
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8
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EXTRA! 

EXTRA! 

ADVERTISE 

HERE!
©FILL000049

SCIENTIFIC EXTERMINATING

SERVICES let’s all stay safe,

ecological protection, ticks, ants,

mosquitoes, termites,deer

Natural Organic products 631-

265-5252-SEE DISPLAY AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

ALL PURPOSE LANDSCAPING

INC Tree spraying, exterminat-

ing, owner operated, licensed/

insured, 631-924-4099 SEE

DISPLAY AD FOR COUPON

AND MORE

INFORMATION.

Exterminating

LONG HILL CARPENTRY

45 years experience

All phases of home im-

provement. Old & Historic Res-

torations. Mastercard/Visa Lic.

#H22336/Ins. 631-751-1764

longhill7511764@aol.com

Carpentry

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154S E R V IC E S

PUBLISHER’S EMPLOY-

MENT NOTICE: All employ-

ment advertising in this news-

paper is subject to section 296

of the human rights law which

makes it illegal to advertise

any preference, limitation or

discrimination based on race,

color, creed, national origin,

disability, marital status, sex,

age or arrest conviction record

or an intention to make any

such preference, limitation or

discrimination. Title 29, U.S.

Code Chap 630, excludes the

Federal Gov’t. from the age

discrimination provisions. This

newspaper will not knowingly

accept any advertising for em-

ployment which is in violation

of the law. Our readers are in-

formed that employment offer-

ings advertised in this newspa-

per are available on an equal

opportunity basis.

Help Wanted

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154E M PL OY M E N T / C A R E E R S

SMITHPOINT FENCE.

SPRING FENCE

INSTALLATION SALE 12 Sec-

tions of 6’ high Spruce Stockade

Fence $1999.00, 12 Sections of

6’ high White Solid Privacy Vinyl

Fence $2999.00 includes all

necessary sections and posts.

Additional charge for removal

and cart of existing fence, Free

estimates.

Now offering 12 month interest

free financing.

Commercial/Residential.

70 Jayne Blvd., PJS. Lic.37690-

H/Ins. 631-743-9797

www.smithpointfence.com.

SMITHPOINT FENCE.

SPRING FENCE

INSTALLATION SALE 12 Sec-

tions of 6’ high Spruce Stockade

Fence $1999.00, 12 Sections of

6’ high White Solid Privacy Vinyl

Fence $2999.00 includes all

necessary sections and posts.

Additional charge for removal

and cart of existing fence, Free

estimates.

Now offering 12 month interest

free financing.

Commercial/Residential.

70 Jayne Blvd., PJS. Lic.37690-

H/Ins. 631-743-9797

www.smithpointfence.com.

Fences

YOUR AD

COULD BE HERE!

CALL

631.331.1154
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TUCKER-JONES HOUSE

BLACKSMITH is looking for a

videographer to help document

all stages of production of the

Tavern Puzzle Collection.

Setauket location.

Call Dennis at 631-642-9092.

Help Wanted

PART-TIME, FULL-TIME, AND

WEEKENDS AVAILABLE Local

limousine service, Reception/

Reservations, Please call

631-266-1411

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Employment

HANDYMAN SERVICES AND

PAINTING. Dependable, Hon-

est, Professional. No job too

small. Call Steve 631-831-3089.

SEE DISPLAY AD FOR MORE

INFORMATION.

Handyman Services

RTD SEAMLESS GUTTERS

free estimates, senior disocunt,

military discount, Ray Doino

516-527-1496 Rdoino3@yahoo.

com.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

EXPRESS ALUMINUM CORP

Seamless gutters & leaders 5 &

6 residential, commercial half

round gutters, custom colors,

family owned & operated, Lic &

Ins 631-345-3562.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Gutters/Leaders

FINE SANDING &

REFINISHING

Wood Floor Installations

Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors LLC.

All work done by owner.

31 years experience.

L i c . # 4 7 5 9 5 - H / I n s u r e d .

631-875-5856

Floor Services/Sales

Place your ad by Tuesday 

noon and it will appear in 

that Thursday’s editions. 
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Are You Hiring?
NANNY, NURSE, MEDICAL BILLER, CHEF, DRIVER,

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER, PRIVATE FITNESS TRAINER...?

Looking for a

Take advantage of our North Shore distribution. Reach over 169,000 readers.

ASK ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS

CALL THE CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT
631-331-1154 or 631-751-7663

©270390

Tucker-Jones House blacksmith
is looking for a videographer

to help document all stages of production

of the Tavern Puzzle Collection. 

Setauket location.

Call Dennis at 631-642-9092.

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
ADVERTISE HERE!

©FILL000050

BLUSTAR RENOVATIONS

The North Shore’s Most Trusted

Renovation Experts.

631-751-0751

We love smaller jobs too!

Suffolk Lic. #48714-H, Ins.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in

as little as ONE DAY! Superior

quality bath and shower sys-

t em s a t A F FORDAB LE

PRICES! Lifetime warranty &

professional installs. Call Now!

1-855-399-2076

ALL PHASES OF

HOME IMPROVEMENT

From attic to your basement,and

everything in between,

RCJ Construction

www.rcjconstruction.com

commercial/residential, lic/ins

631-580-4518.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-

OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?

You need a local expert provider

that proudly stands behind their

work. Fast, free estimate.

Financing avai lable. Cal l

1-833-880-7679

Home Improvement

NEVER BE WITHOUT POWER

AGAIN with a GENERAC Auto-

matic Standby Generator. Flex

Financing, Permits & Filing.

Gen Ready

631-544-0400

www.getgenready.com

Licensed & Insured

LAMPS FIXED, $65.

In Home Service!! Handy

Howard. My cell 646-996-7628

DO YOU KNOW WHAT’S IN

YOUR WATER? Leaf Home

Water Solutions offers FREE

water

testing and whole home water

treatment systems that can be

installed in as little one

day. 15% off your entire pur-

chase. Plus 10% senior &amp;

military discounts. Restrictions

apply. Schedule your FREE test

today. Call 1-866-247-5728

CLOVIS OUTDOOR SERVICES

Tree removal, planting, design,

cleanup, snow removal and so

much more. 631-751-4880.

www.clovisoutdoor.com

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Home Improvement

Part-Time, Full-Time

 and Weekends Available

Local Limousine Service

Reception/Reservations

Please Call 631-266-1411 

for interview appointment. Will Train

Please contact Jean at the above number, 

or on my cell at 631-680-9894

©266570

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000061

S A F E S T E P . N O R T H

AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN TUB.

Comprehensive lifetime war-

ranty. Top-of-the-line installation

and service. Now featuring our

FREE shower package and

$1600 Off for a limited time! Call

today! Financing available. Call

Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

PREPARE FOR POWER

OUTAGES WITH BRIGGS &

S T R A T T O N ®
PowerProtect(TM) standby gen-

erators - the most powerful

home standby generators

available. Industry-leading com-

prehensive warranty - 7 years

($849 value.) Proudly made in

the U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton

1-888-605-1496

PREPARE FOR POWER

OUTAGES TODAY with a

Generac Home Standby Gener-

ator. Act now to receive a FREE

5-Year warranty with qualifying

purchase. Call 1-877-516-1160

today to schedule a free quote.

It’s not just a generator. It’s a

power move.

Home Improvement
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+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. 
Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, 
MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-
5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-478-9473

CALL TODAY FOR A

FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

2
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9
5

4
0

SAVINGS INCLUDE A

FREE TOILET & BIDET

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 6/30/25

1-877-418-1237
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

2
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9
5

1
0

DOES YOUR LAWN NEED TO

BE RESTORED?

Lawn Master is the answer-new

lawns,

seeding, fertilization, lime , an-

nual programs

Free estimates. Lic and Insured

631-403-4439

Lawn & Landscaping

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT

YOUR HOME from pests safely

and affordably. Roaches, Bed

Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders

and other pests. Locally owned

and affordable. Call for service

or an inspec t ion today !

1-866-448-8311 Have zip code

of property ready when calling!

GENERAL CONTRACTOR,

TILE & MASONRY SPECIAL-

IST. 20 years of experience.

Also clean-ups and junk re-

moval. Call 631-232-0174. FOR

MORE INFORMATION SEE

DISPLAY AD.

Home Repairs/
Construction

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154S E R V IC E S

LAWNS R US

Weekly lawn maintenance,

spring, fall, gutter cleaning,

Pruning, Weeding, Stone Walls,

Patios, Sprinkler Systems,

Fertilizer Programs, Aeration,

Seeding and so much more!

See ou r ad . . . . 6 31 - 751 -

lawn(5296)www.lawnsrusny.

com

HAS BAMBOO INVADED

YOUR LIFES? Bamboo control

and removal service with guar-

anteed results,

serving all of Long Island, free

estimates, 844-247-6642, www.

gotbamboo.com

licensed & insured

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

ECHO LANDSCAPING-

Landscape designers, lawn care

and treatments, masonry, pool-

scaping, tick and mosquito

control.

631-928-3669.

echolandscapeinc.com

Lawn & Landscaping

J O E ’ S G E N E R A L

CONTRACTING

All forms of masonry

LIC/INS, 631-744-0752.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFROMATION.

Masonry

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?

Don’t Accept the insurance com-

pany’s first offer. Many injured

parties are entitled to major cash

se t t lements . Get a f ree

evaluation to see what your

case is really worth. 100% Free

E v a l u a t i o n . C a l l N o w :

1-888-454-4717. Be ready with

your zip code to connect with

the closest provider

Legal Services

SETAUKET LANDSCAPE

DESIGN

Stone Driveways/Walkways,

Walls/Stairs/Patios/Masonry,

Brickwork/Repairs Land

Clearing/Drainage,Grading/

Excavating. Plantings/Mulch,

Rain Gardens.

Steve Antos, 631-882-7190

setauketlandscape.com

Serving Three Villages

Lawn & Landscaping

KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS

Get 40% off your
kitchen install.

(855) 281-6439

Learn more and schedule 
your free design consultation.

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and 
refacing only. Minimum of $10,000 project value. Offer valid 
on new customer agreements only. Offer valid through June 
30th, 2025. Offer may not be combined with other offers. 
Nassau: H1759490000  Suffolk: 16183-H  NY/Rockland: 5642.

Experience a new 
standard of service
every step of the way.

267910

CALL YOUR
CLASSIFIED CONNECTION

631.331.1154 or 631.751.7663

OR PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE
TBRnewsmedia.com

©105750

Advertise
To
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BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG

small space

BIG 
RESULTS

BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG

LA ROTONDA

PAINTING & DESIGN

Interior/exterior, sheetrock

repairs, taping/spackling, wall-

paper removal, faux, decorative

finishings. Free estimates. Lic.

#53278-H/Ins. Ross LaRotonda

631-689-5998

BOB’S PAINTING SERVICE

25 Years Experience.

Interior/Exterior Painting,

Spackling, Staining, Wallpaper

Removal, Staining and Deck

Restoration Power Washing.

Free Estimates. Lic/Ins. #17981.

631-744-8859

ALL PRO PAINTING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Power Washing, Staining,

Wallpaper Removal. Free

estimates. Lic/Ins #19604HI

631-696-8150. Nick

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL

PLANS! Up to 75%

More than 500 AIRLINES and

300,000 HOTELS across the

world. Let us do the research for

you for FREE! Call: 877 988

7277

Travel

EXTERIOR CLEANING

SPECIALISTS

Roof c lean ing , p ressure

washing/soft washing, paver

Restorations cleaning, poly-

meric sealing, sealing gutter

maintenance.

Squeaky Clean Property

Solutions 631-387-2156

www.SqueakyCleanli.com

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Power Washing

WORTH PAINTING

“PAINTING WITH PRIDE”

Interiors/exteriors. Staining &

deck restorat ion, power-

washing, Finishing Carpentry,

shee t r o ck t ape / spack l i ng ,

carpentry/trimwork. Lead paint

certified. References. Free es-

timates. Lic./Ins. SINCE 1989

Ryan Southworth. SEE DIS-

PLAY AD FOR MORE INFO.

631-331-5556

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

YOUR AD

COULD BE HERE!

CALL

631.331.1154
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GET DISH SATELLITE TV +

INTERNET! Free Install, Free

HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-

Demand Movies, Plus Limited

Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.

Call Today! 1-866-782-4069

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-

NET. If you are overpaying for

your service, call now for a free

quote and see how much you

can save! 1-855-399-2803

TV Services/Sales

ARBOR-VISTA TREE CARE

A COMPLETE TREE CARE

SERVICE devoted to the care

of trees. Maintenance pruning,

water-view work, sun-trimming,

elevating, pool areas, storm

thinning, large tree removal,

stump grinding. Wood chips.

Lic#18902HI. Free estimates.

631-246-5377

ABOVE ALL TREE SERVICE

Tree removal , pruning, topping,

stump grinding, Free Estimates

Call Bryan 631-928-4544

SEE OUR DISPLY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

Tree Work
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Snowbird? Travel frequently?

Finally going on that dream vacation?

www.threevillagehomewatch.com

Call or text Tony: 631-689-5683

We are your eyes and ears when you are away

from home. Peace of mind, so you can relax.

Bonded & Insured specifically for Home Watch.
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FREE 

ESTIMATES
Visit our website

LAWNSRUSNY.COM

LAWNS
NY us

Get A Jump On Spring!
Book Now!
For The Best Rates 

And Superior Service!

• Spring Clean-ups & Gutter Cleaning

• Weekly Lawn Maintenance

• Weeding, Edging, Mulching

• Shrub Pruning • Lawn Renovations

• Dethatching, Aeration, Seeding

• Bobcat Service • Stone Walls, Patios 

• Walkways • Fertilizer Programs • Sod

• Landscape Design • Land Clearing

• Sprinkler Systems

• Sprinkler Repairs, Installations, 

   System Turn-ons • Snow Removal

631.751.LAWN ( 5 2 9 6 )

Landscape And Lawn Service

CELEBRATING

35 YEARS

IN BUSINESS!

©
2

5
7

7
8

0

Specializing in all phases of fencing:
Wood • PVC • Chain Link • Stockade

Now off ering 12 month interest-free fi nancing

FREE ESTIMATES
commercial/residential

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SPRING FENCE INSTALLATION SALE
12 Sections of 6’ high Spruce Stockade Fence $1999.00

12 Sections of 6’ high White Solid Privacy Vinyl Fence $2999.00

Includes all necessary sections and posts. Additional charge 
for removal and cart of existing fence.

70 Jayne Blvd., Port Jeff  Station
(631) 743-9797
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0New
Location

ADDITIONAL CHARGE 
FOR GATES

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S

Tree Pruning & Removal 

Tree & Shrub Planting

Stump Grinding • Root Fertilization

Landscape Design & Installation

Insurance Appraisals

Seasonal Cleanup • Snow Plowing

Tick & Mosquito Management

Insect & Disease Management

www.clovisoutdoor.com | (631) 751-4880
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ALL PURPOSE LANDSCAPING INC
Tree Spraying
Exterminating

Ticks • Mosquitoes 
Ants • Bees 

631.924.4099
allpurposeexterminating.com

INSURED LICENSED
(Lic. # 46456-H)

$2000 OFF
With This Coupon!
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LAMPS 
FIXED

$65
In Home Service !!

Handy Howard

My Cell � 646-996-7628
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FREE ESTIMATES 

TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING 

TOPPING • STUMP GRINDING

Call Bryan: 631.928.4544
Email: AboveAllTree@live.com

AboveAllTree.comLIC. 33122-H

Above All Tree Service
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20232023

WINNER

RTD Seamless Gutters

Ray Doino

516.527.1496

Rdoino3@yahoo.com
LIC # HI-66863/Insured

SERVICES:

• 5” Gutter

• Gutter Cleanings

• 6” Gutters

• Colored Gutters

• Gutter Screens

• Gutter Repairs

©260160

FREE ESTIMATES  • SENIOR DISCOUNT • MILITARY DISCOUNT 

Specializing in all phases of fencing:
Wood • PVC • Chain Link • Stockade

Now off ering 12 month interest-free fi nancing

FREE ESTIMATES
commercial/residential

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SPRING FENCE INSTALLATION SALE
12 Sections of 6’ high Spruce Stockade Fence $1999.00

12 Sections of 6’ high White Solid Privacy Vinyl Fence $2999.00

Includes all necessary sections and posts. Additional charge 
for removal and cart of existing fence.

70 Jayne Blvd., Port Jeff  Station
(631) 743-9797
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0New
Location

ADDITIONAL CHARGE 
FOR GATES

260630
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INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

631–689–5998

Taping 

Spackling

Decorative
Finishes

Faux
Finishes

Power
Washing

Wallpaper

Removal
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Lic. # 53278-H/Ins.

PAINTING &
DESIGN

(631) 544-0400
www.GetGenReady.com • office@GetGenReady.com • Licensed and Insured
NASSAU LICENSE #H0 107000000   SUFFOLK LICENSE# 2740�ME

*WITH THIS AD ONLY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. CALL FOR DETAILS.

Never be without
power again!

icensed 

0%
Financing

Available*
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RCJ
H A N DY  MA N  S E R V I C E S

www.rcjconstruction.com

(631) 580-4518
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL • LIC. #H-32198/INS | OWNER OPERATED
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From Your Attics To Your Basements 
and everything in between.

High quality workmanship at great prices.

Licensed and insured.

Any job, any size, consider it done!

K I TC H E N S  •  B AT H R O O M S  •  D O O R S 

W I N D O W S  •  T I L E  •  F LO O R I N G  •  D E C K S 

C U S TO M  F I N I S H E D  C A R P E N T RY  &  M O L D I N G

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S

4 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E NC E

O w n e r  O p e r a t e d 
S i n c e  1978

BOB’S PAINTING SERVICE

• Interiors • Exteriors

• Powerwashing

• Staining & 
  Deck Restoration

• Wallpaper Removal

• Gutter Cleaning

• Spackling & 
  Wall Restoration

FREE ESTIMATES

631-744-8859
Lic./Ins. (#17,981)

CALLS 

PROMPTLY 

RETURNED

REFERENCES
GLADLY
GIVEN
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Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors, LLC

Fine Sanding
& Refi nishing

Wood Floor Installations
Old Wood Floors Made Beautiful

All Work Done By Owner

Formerly Of A Huntington Father & Son’s Business

Lic. #47595-H/Insured

631-875-5856

31 YEARS EXPERIENCE

,

gg
gg

10% 
OFF

©
2

6
8

0
5

0

Tick and Mosquito Control

Lawn Care Treatment Programs

Licensed New York State 

Applicators

echolandscapeinc.com
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Lic. #48714-H  & Insured

www.BluStarNY.com

• Windows & Doors

• Siding & Roofi ng

• Kitchens & Baths

• Basements

• Additions & 

  New Construction

• Decks & Custom 

  Carpentry

(631) 751-0751

Renovations

Does Your Lawn

Need to be Restored?

• New Lawns

• Seeding

• Annual Lawn 
  Programs

• Fertilization

• Lime

631.403.4439

Lawn Master INC.
LawnMasterOfSuffolk.com

©257590

Lawn Master
Is the Answer!

Call us now

for a

FREE estimate

Lic. & Ins. 15415 & c1661507
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Spring is here!
Advertise Your Seasonal Services

Call Our Classified Department
631-331-1154 or 631-751-7663

• Landscaping  • Home Improvement • Painting & Siding

• Furniture Restoration • Electrical • Plumbing • Air Conditioning
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Special Rates 

NOW

Available!

Roof Cleaning
No Pressure, Safe Foam Process Removal of 
black/green algae stains, moss and lichen

Pressure Washing/Softwashing
Siding, Decks, Patios, Fences

Paver Restorations Cleaning, Polymeric Sanding, Sealing

Gutter Maintenance Cleaning, Leaf Guards
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0

631.387.2156 • SqueakyCleanLI.com
P.O. Box 151, Saint James, NY

Licensed #55467-H & Fully Insured

EXTERIOR CLEANING SPECIALISTS

ALL PRO PAINTING
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • POWERWASHING

CUSTOM WORK • STAINING • WALLPAPER REMOVAL

EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE

Nick Cordovano 631–696–8150

LICENSED #19604-H & INSURED ©266320

DEPENDABLE • HONEST • PROFESSIONAL

NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL STEVE @ (631) 831-3089

Owner 
Operated 
For Over 
30 Years

Lic. #32000-H/Ins.
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AND
PAINTING
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KITCHENS 
AND BATHS

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S

                         631-345-3562FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
LIC. & INS.

SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

& LEADERS

5 & 6 RESIDENTIAL, 

COMMERCIAL 

HALF ROUND GUTTERS

CUSTOM COLORS
©

269960

EMPRESS ALUMINUM CORP.

Joe’s 

General Contracting

631–744–0752

• All Forms of Masonry
• Driveways/Sidewalks
• Pavers/ Brick/Block Work
• Culture Stone

• New Construction
• Home Improvements
• Revitalization Projects
• Residential/Commercial

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Lic. 3637H
Ins.

©268110

UPDATE  YOUR HOME

www.Joesgeneralcontracting.com

  

631-331-5556
    Licensed/Insured Since 1989

#37074-H; RI 18499-10-34230

Ryan Southworth

CERTIFIED
LEAD PAINT
REMOVAL

FREE

ESTIMATES

• Interiors • Exteriors
• Cabinet Refinishing, Staining & Painting
• Faux Finishes
• Power Washing
• Finishing Carpentry
• Tape & Spackling
• Staining & Deck Restoration

              BBB A1 Rating
          #1 Recommendation on BBB website

“We take pride in our work”
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In ri

48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Full Service contractor – 
complete jobs from 

start to fi nish
Licensed H-22336 and fully insured

✔ All Phases of Home Improvement

✔ Old & Historic Home Restorations

✔ Extensions & Dormers

✔ Kitchens & Baths

✔ Siding & Windows

✔ Porches & Decks

✔ Aging in Place Remodeling

✔ Custom Carpentry: 

      Built-ins, Pantries, and More
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longhill7511764@aol.com

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Your Ad Could be Here

631.331.1154

e

Want to 
GrowYour 
Business?
©96840

All Phases of Installation and Repairs 
Cultured Stone, Stucco, Brick Work, 

Asphalt Driveways and Sealers, 
Patios, Sidewalks, & Concrete. 

Also Clean-ups and Junk Removal. Quality Work! 
Neat, Clean and Reliable. 
Call 631-882-0323

Beniteztile.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR, TILE & MASONRY SPECIALIST

Lic#32372-H 

& Insured

20 Years 
Experience 

©265310
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Receive a free 5−year warranty 

with qualifying purchase*  

- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877−516−1160  

to schedule your free quote!

267920

PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE

All real estate advertised here-

in is subject to the Federal Fair

Housing Act, which makes it

illegal to advertise “any prefer-

ence, limitation, or discrimina-

tion because of race, color, re-

ligion, sex, handicap, familial

status, or national origin, or in-

tention to make any such pref-

erence, limitation, or discrimi-

nation.”

We will not knowingly accept

any advertising for real estate

which is in violation of the law.

All persons are hereby in-

formed that all dwellings ad-

vertised are available on an

equal opportunity basis.

Houses For Sale

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154R E A L  E STAT E

631-331-1154
OR

631-751-7663

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICES

DIRECTORY
Place your Ad here

for 26 weeks
and

get 4 weeks FREE!

©FILL000093

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154AU T OMO T I V E  S E R V IC E S

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH

AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three step proc-

ess: Call, get cash offer and get

paid. Get your fair cash offer

today by calling Liz Buys

Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Real Estate Wanted

Remax

Signature Properties

Live in a Country Club

Bretton Woods

Enjoy clubhouse, indoor/

outdoor pool, jacuzzi, gym,

snack bar, restaurant

9 hole golf course

tennis, pickle ball, more

Rentals also available

Jim Elstroth

office 631-941-4111,

cell 631-833-5552

Houses For Sale

FURNISHED ROOM

FOR RENT

in lovely house, private en-

trance, private bathroom, quiet

and very clean, shared use of

washer/dryer & lightly used

kitchen, internet access,

weekly maid service, 2 miles

from university/medical center.

No smoking; own thermostat

control includes heat and A/C,

$1299.

Please call 631-433-0350

Rentals-Rooms

SETAUKET High Visibility, 25A,

corner office suite with large

plate glass window, private bath,

own thermostat, nicely deco-

rated, off street parking, Village

T i m e s B u i l d i n g , C a l l

631-751-7744.

Rentals

©FILL000034

Times Beacon Record

News Media’s

Classifieds Online
at

HELP

WANTED

REAL 
ESTATE

PROF.

SERVICES

HOME

SERVICES

GARAGE 

SALES

tbrnewsmedia.com

PET

SERVICES

MEDICAL

SERVICES

$$$ TOP CASH PAID $$$

ask for mark • 631-258-7919

All Trucks, Cars & Vans

Toyota, Honda, Nissan, Domestic/Foreign
Highest prices paid for fi xable vehicles. 

Also buy motorcycles and muscle cars.©
2
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CALL NOW

855.564.2680

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary 

by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
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EAST SETAUKET mint, 1 bed-

room L/R, kitchen, full bath, 2

floors, heat, water, electric, ca-

ble included, 6/1 $1600 plus

security 631-790-2395.

Rentals

CALL (888) 704−5670

• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
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THERAPY OFFICE furnished,

attractive, no lease required, will

assist with private practice,

PT/FT, terms to suit

631-751-7222.

Rentals

JUNK CARS 
BOUGHT
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CALL US LAST 
WE’LL BEAT ANY PRICE
Lost keys or title no problem

631.500.1015
LICENSED • BONDED •  INSURED DMV CERTIFIED 7002706

YOUR AD

COULD BE HERE!

CALL

631.331.1154
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1007 Rt 25A, Stony Brook, NY 11790
631.675.9669 • djsclamshack.com/stony-brook

Take Out | Dine In | Call Ahead | Catering  
 Ask About Daily Specials

Hours 11:30 am to 9 pm
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

 @djsclamshackstonybrook

©
268480

AS SEEN ON
DINERS

DRIVE-INS
& DIVES

Lobster Rolls,
Clam Chowder, Baked Clams, 

Ipswich Fried Clams, Conch Fritters, 
Garlic Shrimp Scampi Roll, Tacos, 
Chicken Fingers and much more....

 Join Us Where Northern & 
Southern Seafood Meet 

            7 Days A Week!

The TBR Podcast starts every Friday afternoon
and can be heard throughout each following week

Keeping it local with TBR

Toast Coffee & Kitchen
Locations in Port Jefferson Sta., Patchogue, 

Bay Shore & Long Beach

toastcoffeehouse.com

Port Jefferson Ferry
888-44-FERRY
88844ferry.com

Water You Can Trust,
Service You Can Rely On

 Suffolk County Water Authority 
scwa.com/conservatioS

This Week’s Podcast Sponsored By:

Join Us for the Latest in Local News. 
Tune in to The Pressroom Afterhour podcast on tbrnewsmedia.com or Spotify

Weekly Podcast Highlights:
Insightful discussions | Recap of the week’s top stories, including sports | Past sessions archived

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA
185 Route 25A • PO BOX 707 Setauket, NY 11733

tbrnewsmedia.com        631.751.7744

TheThe  Pressroom Afterhour Pressroom Afterhour 

©
269810

Advertising Sponsorships Available,
 contact us for details: 

631-751-7744
email: addirector@tbrnewsmedia.com

Stony Brook University
Stony Brook

stonybrook.edu

THIS WEEK: 
The Smithtown library reopens, the Three Village BOE budget takes 
form and a Comsewogue student wins a $10,000 scholarship. Learn 

more in the most recent episode of the Pressroom Afterhour.Listen t
o...

Listen t
o...

Welcome to 
The Pressroom Afterhour 

Special Edition:
Celebrity Interviews

Your exclusive backstage pass to the world of fame 
and glamour! We are thrilled to announce these 

extraordinary podcasts, each featuring an intimate 
interview conducted by the insightful Daniel Dunaief.

Dive deep into the life and career of actor and
 producer Brandt Anderson in our first special 

edition. Join us for an inspiring conversation with 
Fawzia Mirza, the talented actress and filmmaker 

breaking boundaries. Experience the charm and wit 
of Broadway star Laura Benanti, sponsored by 

Stony Brook University, as she shares her journey 
from stage to screen.

We’re also excited to bring you thought-provoking 
discussions with author, presidential historian, and 
NY1 congressional candidate John Avlon; Shawn 

Heilbron, Director of Athletics at Stony Brook 
University, sponsored by Stony Brook University; 

and JoAnne Hewett, Director of Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, sponsored by 

Burner Prudenti Law P.C.

Don’t miss these captivating episodes 
of Pressroom Afterhour Special Edition: 

Celebrity Interviews – 
where the stars and leaders shine brighter!

WILL BE LIVE STREAMED

(THE PUBLIC HEARING

COMMENCING AT 2:00 P.M.

(2ND FLOOR AUDITORIUM)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2025

1. A PUBLIC HEARING ON

FOLLOWING, AT ONE IN-

DEPENDENCE HILL, FAR-

MINGVILLE, N.Y.:

MEETINGS LAW, HOLD THE

ACCORDANCE WITH OPEN

THAT THE BOARD OF ZON-

ING APPEALS WILL, IN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN,

ZONE ORDINANCE OF THE

85-55 (B) OF THE BUILDING

PURSUANT TO THE PROVI-

SIONS OF ARTICLE IV, SEC.

TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN

ZONING APPEALS

BOARD OF

PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF

LEGALS To Place A Legal Notice 
Email: legals@tbrnewsmedia.com

Ct., East Setauket. Applicant

Rd., 769.52’ North of Gallo

Northeast side of Riunite

East Setauket, NY. Location:

Tomaino, 10 Riunite Rd.,

Christopher & Dorota

#28 (originally of 11/20/24)

AMENDMENT

VILLAGE TIMES HERALD

DECISION CALENDAR

PUBLIC HEARING CAL-

ENDAR, TO DISCUSS THE

OF THE CALL OF THE

COMMENCING AT THE END

A R E A 2 N D F LO O R )

2025, (PUBLIC DINING

WORKSESSION ON MAY 14,

LISTED BELOW and 2. A

CONSIDER THE MATTERS

h t t p s : / / b r o o k h a v e n ny.

portal.civicclerk.com, TO

OVER THE INTERNET AT

269980 5/8 1x vth

CHAIRMAN

HOWARD M. BERGSON

BOARD.

THE DISCRETION OF THE

CASES WILL BE HEARD AT

0200 004005)

permitted). (0200 17800

the f ron t ya rd (no t

for existing shed located in

chicken coops; permission

variances for 2 existing

front yard; side yard

7 ft. high fence located in

height variance for existing

1004 sq. ft. approved);

11/3/21 (18’ high and

prior BZA grant #41 of

built in conformance with

sq. ft. detached garage not

existing 29.4’ high - 1010.8

requests height variance for

tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com
tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com
tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com
tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com
tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com • tbrnewsmedia.com
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BY STEVEN ZAITZ
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

The familiar school colors of green and 
gold gave way to a sea of purple this past 
Saturday, May 3, on the campus of Ward 
Melville High School as the Lady Patriots 
softball team held their annual charity game 
against Bellport.

For the past five seasons, 
the team has chosen a 
different charity to support 

and, for 2025, the team selected the Gabby 
Petito Foundation. 

Petito, who attended Bayport-Blue Point 
High School, was 22 years old when she was 
murdered by her fiancé in 2021 during a cross-
country road trip. The foundation’s mission 
is to address the needs of organizations 
that support locating missing persons and 
to provide aid to organizations that assist 
victims of domestic violence situations 
through education, awareness and prevention 
strategies.

Purple balloons, bunting and petals of lilac 
and lavender festooned the grounds near the 
softball field and, although it was only 10 

o’clock in the morning, the strengthening 
whiff of fire-grilled hot dogs tantalized the 
taste buds. 

Posters of Petito stood on easels near 
the backstop and an ice sculpture rested 
on a purple-and-pink draped table that was 
protected from the morning sun by a canvas 
tent. Two banners devoted to Petito and her 
namesake organization hung on the centerfield 
fence. 

Dana Powell, mom of senior star player 
Emerson Powell, who is currently on the 
injured list, organized much of this event, 
which has raised more than $10,000 so far. 

“We felt it would be great because this is 
a team of young ladies to bring awareness to 
domestic abuse and teach them — and the 
community — that it does start young. We 
want everyone to look for the signs,” said 
Powell, who is the head of the team’s booster 
club. “The Gabby Petito Foundation is doing 
amazing things to protect not just young 
women but also young men and missing 
persons.”

Members of Petito’s family participated 
in the pregame service and entered the 
field through the third-base fence, passing 
through a welcoming line of players holding 
their bats in an overhead V formation. The 
procession was led by Petito’s grandmother, 
Mary Wickman, and the family of about 10, 
who were all greeted by warm applause as 
they took their place near the middle of the 
diamond. Ward Melville head softball coach 
Joe Burger addressed the crowd near the 
third-base bleachers.

“There are times when our athletes need 
more than coaching,” Burger told the crowd. 
“They need to be lifted up, be seen, heard and 
supported. When the pressure of life and the 
game becomes too heavy, they need to know 
that we are standing right beside them and that 
we believe in them.”

Ward Melville players, coaches and most 
of the parents wore special purple shirts for 
this game that promoted the event on the front 
of the shirt and Gabby Petito Foundation. On 
the back, the phrase Love Doesn’t Hurt was 
written inside a heart-shaped border. Bellport 
donned similar shirts, but theirs were mostly 
white with purple trim. 

Lady Patriots players Isabella Parente, 

Sara Kropp, Cate Scolaro and Kaitlyn Morales 
spoke to the crowd about how much they have 
learned about the many forms of domestic 
abuse and what can be done to help. 

“I have learned that there are many 
resources and support available,” said Scolaro, 
who is an 11th grader. “Hotlines, shelters, 
counseling services and legal assistance are 
some of these and it is important to know that 
you are never alone and there is always help 

to escape the cycle of abuse and rebuild a safe 
life.” 

Mary Wickman closed the oratorical 
portion of the ceremony with a heartfelt 
thank you to the team, the school and the 
Three Village community. Petito’s cousin, 
Bubba Wickman, a middle schooler in the 
Middle Country Central School District and a 
grandchild of Mary, threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch to Patriots catcher Haley Mauser, as 
last-minute hugs were shared on and around 
the field up until the very last moments before 
the umpire shouted “Play Ball.” During this 
time, the team presented Mary Wickman with 
a bright yellow, glass-encased softball signed 
by every member of the team, along with a 
bouquet of pink and white flowers. As she 
posed for photos and hugged each player, 
Wickman was awash with emotion.

“Being a team isn’t just about what 
happens on the field, it’s about fighting for 
something bigger,” said Mary Wickman. 
“And these young women have done just 
that. To the coaches and the players and the 
school and the community, I say thank you 
for taking the time, energy as a force for 
good. For the love of Gabby, keep leading, 
keep caring and using your voice to make a 
difference.”

On the field the Lady Patriots certainly 
made a difference too, as they beat Bellport 
by a score of 17-5. Senior second baseman 
Sophie Reed hit a grand-slam home run in 
the first inning and Ward Melville raced out 
to a 7-0 lead after just one inning. Starting 
pitcher Makenna Steinberg struck out 10 
Bellport batters for the win.

SPORTS

Ward Melville softball raises money for Gabby Petito FoundationWard Melville softball raises money for Gabby Petito Foundation

Mary Wickman, Gabby Petito’s grandmother, leads her family on to the Ward Melville softball field. All photos by Steven Zaitz

Sophie Reed, senior second baseman, hit a grand slam homer

Signs dedicated to Gabby Petito adorned the grounds near the Ward Melville softball field
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Apple Bank Choice Checking

On balances of $2,500 or more
APY12.50

Apple Bank Choice Checking

On balances of $2,500 or more
APY12.50

Serving your community for 

50

Visit the branch at 10 Route 25A, East Setauket or applebank.com/Setauket today!

a p p l e b a n k . c o m

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) disclosed is effective as of January 1, 2025 and may be changed by the Bank at any time, including after account opening. Interest is earned on daily balances of $2,500.00 or 
more at 2.47% interest rate and 2.50% APY.  A $100.00 minimum deposit is required to open the account. You must maintain a minimum daily balance of $2,500.00 in your account each day to earn the stated 
APY. A minimum daily balance of $2,500.00 or any ACH Deposit is required to avoid a $10.00 monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce earnings. 2There are no fees when using non-Apple Bank domestic 
and international ATMs, and Apple Bank will reimburse all surcharges imposed by the ATM owner/operator during each statement cycle period. 3U.S. checking or savings account required to use 
Zelle®. Transactions between enrolled consumers typically occur in minutes. Zelle® and the Zelle® related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services, LLC and are used herein under license.

01-25

years.

FREE ATM transactions worldwide2  |  Pay family and friends with Zelle®3

50years.
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