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Rethinking recycling
Smithtown company turns plastic waste
into functional assets
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Salim Matar, MD, PC

Complaining of...

o Sinus Congestion

o Persistent Cough

o Post Nasal Drip

« Facial Pressure & Pain
« Headaches

» Fatigue

Solution: Minimally invasive in-office
balloon sinuplasty

Free Screening including CAT scan of your sinuses if necessary

By appointment only
call (631) 928-7750
: 640 Belle Terre Road
Building C / \
Port Jefferson, NY . /J‘ )

Connect with us on
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Have Computer Problems?

Get
20 OFF

Any Service

Lize Cougon Code

Support small businesses in your community
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Carpet = Laminate - Hardwood - Area Rugs = Waterproof Flooring

CARPET

YOUR W&RLD

We Go That Extra Yard!

631-737-0638
2838 Middle Country Road - Lake Grove
carpetyourworld.com
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Town of Smithtown partners in program to
redefine sustainability

BY SABRINA ARTUSA
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

Earth Day, April 22, is a great day to
renew an appreciation for the environment,
from the waterfronts of Northport and Port
Jefferson to lush parks like Avalon Nature
Preserve and Blydenburgh. Let us all
reexamine obligations to the natural world.

Taking advantage of the eco-friendly

practices and resources offered by our
towns is an important way to get involved
in sustainability.

Recycling is a well-known strategy to
reduce our environmental impact. However,
due to lack of resources, inconvenience

or distrust in
programs, many

ENVIRONMENT  peopte pass up

the opportunity

to decrease the
5 pounds of waste, on average, each of us
produces every day.

According to 2019 statistics from the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development, only 4% of plastics are
recycled in the United States while 73% are
sent to landfills.

Mistrust in recycling systems is not
wholly unfounded, as plastics are difficult
to recycle given the many different types.
However, the Town of Smithtown’s
recent partnership with Trex Company, a
manufacturing corporation that upcycles
household plastics for railings and deck
construction, offers an outlet for our
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Through the NexTrex program, the Trex Company accepts bubble wrap,
produce bags, bread bags, Ziplocs and any other stretchable plastics.
Pixaby photo

up for a beach cleanup and carpooling.
There are several local organizations
that support sustainability. For example,
Coastal Steward Long Island, located in
Port Jefferson Station, holds programs to
educate the community on how to preserve
our shoreline and the organisms that live on
our coasts. This environmental organization

e Tres

NexTrex project flyer. Photo courtesy Town of Smithtown

Residents can recycle their plastic films
at a drop-off container at the Municipal
Services Facility in Kings Park.

“With the NexTrex program, you know

unwanted plastics.

Trex accepts polyethylene plastic film,
such as bubble wrap, produce bags, bread
bags, Ziplocs, newspaper sleeves and any

other stretchable plastics. The plastic will
be classified as either low- or high-density
polyethylene, distinctions indicated by the
recycling symbols 2 and 4. A 4 indicates
low-density PE and a 2 indicates high-
density PE.

Trex also accepts plastic bags and
shipping wrap — plastics that aren’t
accepted in curbside recycling.

exactly where your recycled plastics are
going and how they will be used,” said
Mike Engelmann, Smithtown solid waste
coordinator.

Paying more attention to our consumption
habits can also help decrease the amount of
waste we produce. For instance, avoiding
single-use plastics, paying attention to your
municipalities recycling protocol, signing

is hosting a beach cleanup April 26 at Smith
Point Beach.

In addition, Avalon Nature Preserve
offers a plethora of programs aimed at
increasing youth involvement in nature.

Earth Day reminds us of what actions we
can take to preserve the beautiful landscape
around us. Smithtown’s NexTrex program
can only help the cause.
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Discover What Our Customers
Have to Say About Us!

Ward Melville Heritage Organization: “All ad staff are very
professional and accurate with their work, we are pleased with their
results for SB Village. TBR is outstanding community newspapers,
offering balanced stories and are overall professional.”

Law Office of Tara Scully: “Tons of visits, very reliable, it has
a hometown feel. Even in different more modern times, it still feels
hospitable.”

Carpet Your World: “It has increased exposure and very good
for recognition. Love that it is a local paper, it is very good for target
market and aiming towards a specific audience.”

J.M Troffa: “Repeating customer and very satisfied with TBR
News Media’s work, we benefit from the exposure. They are nice and
straightforward and they update regularly.”

LI Sinus Institute: “Still waiting on the impact of business,
but it is good for recognition. What we appreciate about community
newspaper is focusing on the needs and assisting people locally.”

For advertising inquiries call 631-751-7744
or email addirector@tbrnewsmedia.com.
Experience the difference with TBR News Media today!

TBR News Media -
Your Community, Your Voice
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Village of Head of the
Harbor board meets

under new mayor

Historic Village

Lisa Davidson, Head of the Harbor deputy mayor alongside historic village of Head of the Harbor sign. File photo

BY SABRINA ARTUSA
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

Michael Utevsky, a real estate attorney,

held his first board meeting since being

elected as Head of the Harbor mayor in
March.

His first course of

VII_I_AGE action was to appoint

new counsel, Perillo

Hill, a Sayville firm that
also represents two other municipalities and
describes themselves as “seeing both sides
of the aisle” when it comes to common
township cases. While Lisa Davidson,
the newly-elected deputy mayor, couldn’t
attend due to sickness, the other recent
electee and long-time member, trustee Judy
Ogden was present.

Drainage issues

Ogden spoke in detail of the drainage
issues that have been wracking the town,
especially amid the recent storms across
Long Island.

The drainage “handles the lighter storms
with smaller volumes,” she said. “When it
gets to 1 or 2 inches ... we run into issues.”

Utevsky and Ogden spoke of eventually
getting all of the drains checked and cleaned
— a process that would take at least two
years.

“People are trapped and can’t get out,”
Ogden said, referring to areas like Harbor
Road and Saneck Road, where drainage is

labeled as “priority” areas.

“There is never enough funding to take
care of it at once,” she said. However,
the board members suggested alternative
options to afford drain maintenance —
applying for grants, setting up a transaction
balance account to organize a fund or
reallocating money from unused funds as
possible solutions.

One resident noted where Hitherbrook
Road meets Route 25A as a dangerous
area prone to flooding that causes traffic
problems.

Another resident spoke up about the
deteriorating buffer zones and reallocating
money. The leaves, he said, provide natural
structure to the buffers. Indeed, the buffers
also slow down runoff, thus abating flooding
from defective drains.

Lack of awareness about the purpose
of the buffers is causing residents to think
the leaves are residue. “If they leave some
of the natural covering, it may be able to
regenerate,” he said.

“It will take time to get these things
done,” Utevsky said. “But they are all good
and important.”

Additionally, the meeting made note of
recent efforts from the Head of the Harbor
Tree Board with contributions from Avalon
Nature Preserve to organize an event in
celebration of native plants this Arbor Day,
April 26.
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Rabbi shares her journey to Judaism and becoming a rabbi

BY RITA J. EGAN
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

For Rabbi Margie Cella, the path to serve
her congregation differed slightly from other
rabbis.

At the annual Jewish University for a
Day held at Stony Brook University on
Sunday, April 7, Cella shared with attendees
her experiences when converting from
Lutheranism to Judaism and ultimately
becoming a rabbi. The Port Jefferson Station
resident, who taught math for 30 years,
became a part-time rabbi with The Jewish
Center of the Moriches in Center Moriches
and an educator with the Women’s League for
Conservative Judaism in the last few years.
Her new career blossomed after she wrote the

book “Hindsight Is
2020: Torah L

FEATURE from e(l)ra Tur%susl(:arrlli
Time.”

In a recent phone interview with TBR
News Media, she discussed her decision to
convert to Judaism and how she became a
rabbi after working as a math teacher for 30
years.

The journey from the Lutheran Church
to Judaism

Growing up in Massapequa, Cella attended
St. John’s Lutheran Church with her family.
Her father was raised a Lutheran, and her
mother converted from Catholicism to
Lutheranism after she married Cella’s father.
The rabbi said her mother devoted herself to
the Lutheran Church, which became part of
the family’s social life in many ways,

“It was a big part of our life growing up,”
she said. “We went every Sunday, and I went
to Sunday school.”

Her husband, Raymond, who was raised
Roman Catholic, joined the Lutheran Church
after it began morphing into a mixture
of Christianity and Judaism. In 1982, the
Cellas along with their children, Jessica
and Benjamin, converted to Judaism after
realizing St. John’s church was becoming
more like a cult, according to Cella.

At its peak, the rabbi said the congregation
included approximately 2,000 members
from every denomination. People came from
all over Long Island, the five boroughs,
Westchester as well as out of state to attend
services. She added while it was the way she
was introduced to Jewish practices, due to the
mixture of Judaism and Christianity, she felt
“it was inauthentic to both religions.”

“I don’t think that it is actually possible to
practice both religions, because they diverged
so much,” Cella said.

However, as the church changed, Cella
said she did a “total 180" initially and became
involved, at times she felt due to peer pressure.
After being part of the mixture of religions
for 11 years, she said the church “gradually

Rabbi Margie Cella. Photo courtesy Margie Cella

morphed [as] more and more Jewish practice
was introduced.”

She added, “Christianity was emphasized
and spoken about less and less, so when we
left there ... we were faced with a decision,
where do we go and what do we do?”

After realizing they were traumatized by
the experience, Cella said she and her husband
knew “the one thing that made sense to us out
of everything that we were doing were the
Jewish practices we were observing.”

Once they decided to convert, the couple
talked to Rabbi Moshe Edelman, who led the
congregation of North Shore Jewish Center at
the time, to ask what they needed to do. The
conversion included a course of study and
practice for at least a year, such as studying
the basics of the Jewish religion and observing
the practices.

“Now, in our case, we were already
observing a lot,” she said. “It was just we had
a lot of misconceptions.”

At the end of their studies, the couple was
interviewed by a rabbi and two congregants.
Soon after, a ceremony marked their
conversion by immersing them in water using
a mikvah.

From teaching math to

congregants
Cella and her husband moved to Maryland
soon after they were married. They were both

leading

certified  teachers.
However, according
to the rabbi, there
were no available
teaching  positions
on Long Island
at the time. After
living in Maryland
for approximately
a year, the couple
moved back to
Long Island, living
in Coram and then
Miller Place until
they moved to Port
Jefferson Station in
1985.

When the couple
first returned, there
were  still  few
teaching jobs, so
Cella worked in
retail until she had
her first child. She
stopped working
for a few years and
returned to teaching
after her second
child was 3.

The rabbi said
while it may have

taken nine years
after  graduating
from college in
1975 to begin her
teaching career in New York, in total she
spent 30 years as a math teacher. The rabbi
taught at William Paca Middle School in
Mastic Beach, North Babylon High School,
Bridgehampton High School and for the last
25 years at Southampton High School.

It was after she retired from teaching, that
Cella began her studies to become a rabbi. She
said for 25 years she thought about going to
rabbinical school, but it wasn’t practical with
raising a family and the necessity of being a
two-income family.

She attended the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, describing the five-
year program at a school in Manhattan as
“intensive.” For the first four of the five years
she studied, she traveled into the city and
attended every weekday except Friday. She
also lived and studied in Jerusalem for one
semester. She now holds master’s degrees
in Bible and rabbinic ordination and was
ordained in May 2019.

Cella said her 30 years of teaching comes in
handy. One example is instead of a sermon for
Shabbat, she said hers is more like a study of
a week’s Torah portion, which is interactive,
involving the congregants in the discussion.

Reflecting on the Torah leads to

publication
Before leading The Jewish Center of the

Moriches, during the COVID-19 mandatory
shutdowns, Cella said North Shore Jewish
Center’s Rabbi Aaron Benson reached out
and asked if she could help him sustain the
congregation while they could not attend in-
person services.

“I had this idea, because I have always
been a lover of text and a lover of teaching,
I decided to do a daily study of part of that
week’s Torah portion,” she said.

The rabbi added that each Torah portion is
divided into seven parts, making studying a
portion each day ideal.

“I would write about it, and I would relate
it not only to what it said in the Torah portion,
but where possible, I would relate it to what
was going on in the world at that time, because
that was a unique year,” Cella said.

Her writings were emailed to the
congregation every day. When members were
able to return to the synagogue to worship,
Cella said she decided she wanted to finish
what she started.

“It takes a full year to go through the whole
cycle of the Torah, and that’s what I did,” she
said. “I wrote basically every day for a year. |
wrote on every piece of every Torah portion,
the entire Torah, over the course of a year, and
it wasn’t until I got to the end that I said to
myself, ‘I think I have the makings of a book
here.””

Cella said she learned a good deal from her
book-writing experience.

“I think now that we’ve returned to what
we call normal — or the new normal — I
think that a lot of times we tend to forget the
lessons that we learned from that year,” she
said. “There were a lot of really profound
things that we could take away from that year
because nobody ever anticipated we would
have something like that in our lifetimes. It
wasn’t just COVID, there was so much else
going on that year. There was political unrest
in the country. There was social unrest in the
country. There was so much going on. That all
shows up in my book.”

The rabbi said she also feels it’s important
to talk about her life as she did on April 7,
as she believes it’s a cautionary tale regarding
following religious leaders blindly, especially
those who may prey on younger people. She
hopes to share her experiences in another
book one day.

As she reflected on her life and all the
changes that had occurred over the past few
years, Cella believes that if a person has
something they want to do, they can make it
happen regardless of age.

“One thing I like to tell people is you’re
never too old to pursue whatever your dream
is,” the rabbi said.

For more information on “Hindsight Is
2020: Torah Lessons from a Turbulent Time,”
visit www.rabbicella.com.
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Man found guilty of possessing loaded gun
and drugs at Mt. Sinai gas station

P LICE

Suffolk County District
Attorney Raymond A. Tierney
announced on April 18
that Clyves Laurent, 30, of
Elmont, was found guilty after
a jury trial of weapons and
drug charges, for possessing
a defaced loaded handgun and
methamphetamine outside
of a Mount Sinai gas station
convenience store.

The evidence at trial
established that on Feb. 11,
2023, at approximately 1:20
a.m., an off-duty Suffolk County Police
Department detective observed a male
matching the description of a person wanted
for a robbery of a Smoke Shop that occurred
a week earlier at a Sunoco gas station in
Mount Sinai. The detective observed that
Laurent entered the gas station’s convenience
store wearing a ski mask, did not purchase
anything, and then quickly exited.

When the detective approached Laurent,
he observed a bulge in the defendant’s pants
which appeared to be a firearm. Laurent
became combative and refused to keep his
hands away from his waistband. The detective

Clyves Laurent

called for assistance, and
when officers arrived, they
attempted to conduct a frisk
of Laurent for weapons, at
which point he unsuccessfully
attempted to flee.

After Laurent was placed in
custody, the detective removed
a defaced Glock handgun
from the defendant’s groin
r area. Laurent was transported

‘ to the Suffolk County Police

Department’s Sixth Precinct,

where upon being processed

for the arrest, was found to be in possession
of methamphetamine.

Laurent was convicted of Criminal
Possession of a Weapon in the Second Degree, a
Class C felony, Criminal Possession ofa Weapon
in the Third Degree, a Class D felony, and
Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance
in the Seventh Degree, a Class A misdemeanor.
Additionally, in 2010, Laurent was previously
convicted of Attempted Criminal Possession
of a Weapon in the Second Degree, a Class D
felony. He is due back in court for sentencing
on May 21 and faces up to 15 years in prison.
—SUFFOLK COUNTY D.A/S OFFICE
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The following incidents have been reported by Suffolk County Police:

Bullet strikes man in wallet in Coram

Suffolk County Police Sixth Squad detectives
are investigating an incident in which a man was
shot in his wallet at an apartment complex in
Coram on April 17.

Anunknown person fired multiple shots into a
vehicle located at the intersection of Homestead
Drive and Grant Court inside the Homestead
Village Apartment Complex at approximately
10:50 a.m. A bullet became lodged in the wallet
of a man who was inside the vehicle. The man
was not injured.

Anyone with information on the incident is
asked to contact the Sixth Squad at 631-854-
8652 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-220-TIPS.

Two Shirley women charged in odometer
roliback scheme

Suffolk County District Attorney Raymond
A. Tierney announced on April 23 that Ashley
Duff, 27, and Ginger Sipes, 58, both of Shirley,
were charged with allegedly selling motor
vehicles that had their odometer’s mileage
turned back, falsely increasing the vehicles’
value so that customers paid higher prices than
what the vehicles were actually worth.

According to the investigation, between
July 27, 2020, to May 6, 2022, more than a
dozen victims of the alleged odometer rollback
scheme filed complaints with the Suffolk
County Police Department, prompting them to
contact the Suffolk County District Attorney’s
Office and the District Attorney Squad, who
initiated this investigation with the specialized
assistance from the NICB.

An extensive investigation revealed that
ABB Auto World Inc., which was located on
Montauk Highway in Brookhaven, allegedly
purchased high mileage vehicles from car
auctions, some with over 200,000 miles
documented on their odometers, and then
had the odometers rolled back to show lower
mileages. The vehicles would then allegedly
be advertised for sale by the defendants on
Facebook Marketplace. Sales paperwork
was allegedly fraudulently created with
false mileage and presented to the victims as
authentic. This resulted in ABB Auto World
Inc. charging thousands of dollars more for
each vehicle than what the vehicles were worth.

Duff, president of ABB Auto World, Inc.
and Sipes, a saleswoman at ABB Auto World,
Inc. were indicted for Scheme to Defraud in the
First Degree, a Class E felony, and Conspiracy

Do you recognize this man? Phato from SCPD

Wanted for grand larceny

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers and
Suffolk County Police Fourth Squad
detectives are seeking the public’s help to
identify and locate the man who allegedly
stole sunglasses, valued at $3,115, from
Sunglass Hut, located in the Smith Haven
Mall in Lake Grove, on April 11 at
approximately 8 p.m.

in the Fifth Degree, a Class A misdemeanor and
are due back in court on May 30. Both charges
are considered non-bail eligible under current
New York State law, meaning prosecutors
cannot ask for, and judges cannot set bail.

Visit www.tbrnewsmedia.com/police for more
press releases from the Suffolk County Police.

— COMPILED BY HEIDI SUTTON

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers offers a cash reward for information that leads to an
arrest. Anyone with information about these incidents can contact Suffolk County
Crime Stoppers to submit an anonymous tip by calling 1-800-220-TIPS.
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Northport controls ball in 10-3 win over Smithtown East
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BY STEVEN ZAITZ
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

The Northport boys lacrosse team powered past the
Bulls of Smithtown East on April 18 by a score of 10-3.
They are now a sparkling 8-1 on the season with
their victory over Bay Shore on April 20 and have won
five straight games. Smithtown East

SPORTS dmpAsttte(l)cli;s. Jack Deliberti and

midfielder Luca Elmaleh had three
goals apiece and midfielder Quinn Reynolds had a
goal and two assists for the first-place and defending
Suffolk County champion Tigers. Cameron James had
a pair of goals for the Bulls.

Deliberti got the party started two minutes into
the game with his sixteenth goal of the year, firing a
sharp-angle rip from the left wing. It stayed that way
until Deliberti bounced another one past All-Suffolk
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Bull goalkeeper Brendan Carroll from 10 yards away

with 1:30 to go in the first period. Elmahleh finished a .
nearly-flawless quarter for Northport, scoring with 47

seconds left.

The second quarter started just like the first when
a Smithtown turnover turned into a goal for long
pole middie Giancarlo Valenti. Faceoff artist Dylan
Baumgarth won 75% of his draws in the first half and
one of his wins led to Reynolds’ goal and Northport
built a 5-0 lead. Luke DiMaria and James Scored for
East to slice it 5-2 at half, but they would never get
any closer.

Northport traveled to Bay Shore on April 20
capturing a 9-3 win. The Tigers next game will take
place on April 26 when they will travel to Patchogue-
Medford.

Smithtown East won 10-9 against South Fork High
School on April 20 and played Huntington yesterday,
but results were not available at press time.

for more sports photos

. )

©Smithtown East goalkeeper Brendan Carroll makes a save against Grayson Cabrera. @Tim McLam does everything he can to battle
past Brendan Carroll. © Campbell Cracchiola and Derek Vassallo chase the loose ball. Photos by Steven Zaitz

NOTTNPOTTE U RS ESMITHTOWN EaSTaNS
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East Setauket pltcher comes on strong with the Chicago Cubs

BY DANIEL DUNAIEF
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

JoAnne Wilson-Brown was driving on Belle
Mead Road, returning to her house in East Setauket
with Easter Dinner and candy when Christmas
came early.

HORTHTOE
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Her 24-year old Ben, who tracks his parents on
their cell phones and regularly checks up on them,
was calling.

“Mom,” Ben said, “you need to be in Texas
tomorrow.”

Ben, who left home seven years ago after
graduating from Ward Melville High School
when the Philadelphia Phillies chose him in the
33rd round of the major league baseball draft, was
going to pitch for the Chicago Cubs in his first
major league game against the defending World
Series Champion Texas Rangers.

Ben also called his father

FE A'I'U RE Jody Brown, who had been

working in the backyard on

windows that he immediately

put back in place so they could travel to The
Ballpark in Arlington.

In his debut, Ben entered in the seventh inning.
Perhaps fittingly, David Robertson, the pitcher
the Cubs traded to the Phillies to acquire the hard
throwing rookie Brown, pitched the top half of

that same inning
for the Rangers,
allowing a hit
without  giving
up arun.

Ben matched
Robertson  that
first inning,
giving up a lead
off walk before
inducing a
groundout, strike
out and line out
to left field.

In his second

inning of work,

however, after

Ben played short stop for the Three getting three
Village Little League at age 7. Photo hours of sleep
courtesy the Brown family the night before,
Brown allowed

six runs on six hits in two third of an inning, leaving
him with a tough introduction to “The Show” and
an unsightly 32.40 earned run average.

Ben’s debut is a microcosm of the journey he
took to the pinnacle of baseball. An impressive and
imposing high school player, the now six-foot, six-
inch pitcher had such a stellar sophomore season
that he attracted considerable attention from
college scouts, receiving five offers.

In his junior year, however, Ben developed
appendicitis, which forced him to spend time in
the hospital.

After an appendectomy, Ben, who wanted to be
a baseball player from the time he was two, had to
return to the hospital.

“When they took him away in the gurney, he
looked up at me and said, ‘Mom, is this going to

a..
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Left, Ben with his mother, JoAnne, wife Maggle and father Jody in Arlington, Texas.

Photo courtesy the Brown family

be it [for his baseball career]? Do you think it’s all
over?”” Wilson-Brown recalled.

Recognizing her son’s fierce determination, she
instantly told him “absolutely not!”

Brown rebuilt his body and boosted his fastball
sufficiently that the Phillies chose him at the age of
17 at the tail end of the draft.

In the seven years that followed, Brown
endured Tommy John surgery, an oblique injury
that robbed him of time on the field, and Covid,
which shut down the minor league system.

Undeterred and with considerable support
from his family including his mother, father Jody,
brother James and sister Abbey, Ben remained
focused amid those interruptions and put hours
into himself and his craft, cutting out sugar from
his diet, listening to anyone who could offer advice
and dedicating himself to improving.

Brown also found love, marrying Maggie
Seibert, a woman he met in church in Florida.

Ben “has put in so much work and made so
many sacrifices,” said Ward Melville High School
baseball coach Lou Petrucci, who speaks to his
former student and pitcher at least once a week and
whom Ben refers to as “another parent.”

After Ben was drafted, he arrived at the training
camp in Clearwater, Florida, and talked to anyone
and everyone about ways to improve.

Petrucci believes that Ben’s unquenchable
thirst for baseball knowledge reflects an extension
of the dedicated teachers in the Three Village
school district who encouraged learning.

When graduates like Brown, former Met and
current St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Steve Matz and
current Yokohoma BayStars pitcher Anthony Kay
advance in life, “it’s because of the K through 12
education” they received at the schools.

When Brown called Petrucci, whom he has
known since he was a sixth grader in his class at
Minnesauke Elementary School, to share the news
about his promotion to the majors, Petrucci said,
“Congratulations!

And, now, your next step is to make sure you
stay there.”

Bouncing back

After that rough inning in his first game, Ben
received considerable public and private support
from his teammates and from baseball people he

admires and respects.

Fellow Cub players publicly
supported him, telling him that they
couldn’t throw strikes in their first
outing.

“It’s so encouraging when you’re
a young guy,” said Ben. “You feel like
you’re not alone when you get all this
love from your teammates. It makes
such a difference.”

Matz, who predicted Ben would be
in the major leagues within five years of
being drafted after he saw Ben as a late
teenager, also offered him immediate
support and encouragement. Matz “let
me know I’'m going to be okay,” said
Brown. Matz told him he has “good
stuff and I’'m in a good spot.”

A soccer player at Clemson years
ago, Ben’s father Jody Brown suggested that
circumstances in baseball change quickly and
“you have to have a very short memory.”

Ben made his debut at Wrigley Field, the
Cubs historic home park, on April 3rd against the
Colorado Rockies.

His parents trekked to Chicago for that outing
as well.

“When we got to Chicago that first night, it
was just after midnight,” Wilson-Brown said. “We
turned that corner and saw Wrigley Field and it just
took my breath away.”

She felt the same way her son did when they
traveled to Cooperstown for the 12U tournament
when he saw the immaculate fields.

At Wrigley, Ben came on in relief and pitched
well, using the combination of his fastball and
curveball to pitch four innings, allowing three hits
and one run.

Ben’s first start came in San Diego, where he
threw 4 2/3 innings without allowing the Padres
to score.

A Red Sox fan growing up who had an
enormous blanket of David Ortiz that filled most of
one wall, Ben spoke after the game with Red Sox
star-turned-analyst Pedro Martinez, who said on
the show that Brown looked “sharp” and “clean.”

In his second start, Ben continued to impress,
as he allowed one run on one hit in six innings
against the Arizona Diamondbacks, the team that
made it to last year’s World Series and that scored
a record 14 runs in one inning in its home opener
this year.

“It’s been a little bit of a roller coaster,” said
Ben. He was pleased that he “threw the ball well”
and left a “solid impression.”

With an earned run average down to 4.41 after
his fourth game, Ben made a case for staying in
the majors.

Getting there

The journey from East Setauket to the major
league ballparks not only involved considerable
work from Ben, but support from family, friends
and coaches.

Indeed, Ben’s older brother James was
instrumental in sharing his love for the game.

James “showed me how to be a ballplayer, how

to wear my jersey right,” said Ben. “He toughened
me up on the baseball field.”

Ben believes he “wouldn’t be in the big
leagues” if his brother and father didn’t work with
him every day, from hitting grounders and fly balls
to him so he could practice his fielding to throwing
aball.

The Brown family appreciates the tireless
support of numerous coaches, friends and family,
who sometimes helped drive Ben to baseball events
and encouraged
him throughout his
baseball growth.

Petrucci has
watched many of
Ben’s games over
the years, reveling
in the progress he’s
made and wishing
him well with each
new opportunity.

When Ben was
on the Phillies, he
gave Petrucci a tee
shirt with the words
“Train to Reign.”
Every time Ben
pitched,  Petrucci
wore the shirt.

Playing for the
Cubs has particular
meaning for
Maggie’s  family,
who, thanks to her
stepfather Matt Pippin, are lifelong Cub fans.

Indeed, one of Ben and Maggie’s dog’s names
is Wrigley.

When they were dating and Ben was still on the
Phillies, Maggie gave him a Cubs shirt.

“I thought it was such a weird thing,” Ben
recalls. “She gave me a shirt for a team I’'m not
playing for.”

‘When he was traded, it came “full circle. It’s all
too good to be true,” Ben said.

Pippin learned that Ben was joining the Mets
and recalled almost running off the road with
excitement.

So, if a local restaurant decided to make a meal
they named after him, the way the Se-Port Deli did
for Matz, what should it be?

A large steak that comes from grass-fed beef
with butter works for Ben, he said.

As for advice, Ben urged people who enter a
field like baseball, with numerous competitors
and obstacles, to work “harder than everybody
else in the world,” especially when such a small
percentage of people realize their baseball dreams.
“When you want to do something that’s really
difficult, lock in on the best path.”

Early on, Ben saw that path and pictured the
future he is now living.

When he was 12, Ben joined one of his teams
for a field trip to Shea Stadium. His mother asked
him to pose for one more picture on the field
before they left.

“Don’t worry” about the photo, Ben reassured
her. “I"'m going to be back here.”

-1.!“_

Ben with his niece Emma at Wrigley
Field, Chicago. Photo courtesy the
Brown family
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From Cold Spring Harbor to Wading River - TBR NEWS MEDIA - Six Papers...Plus Our Website...One Price

CLAS

631.331.11540r 631.751.7663 « tbrnewsmedia.com

IFIEDS

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

TOP CASH PAID FOR ALL
TRUCKS, CARS, & VANS.
Highest prices paid for fixable
vehicles. Call Mark
631-258-7919. SEE DISPLAY
AD FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION.

JUNK CARS BOUGHT!

We'll Beat Any Price.

Call 631-500-1015. SEE DIS-
PLAY AD FOR MORE IN-
FORMATION.

2013 FORD F550 4X4 DIESEL
DUMP TRUCK extra cab with
10’ BOSS Vplow, 80,000 miles,
$43,000 631-445-8434.

“Pippi” is a green eyed beauty
who lost the only home shed ever
known when her ‘mom’ died. She’s
confused and miserable in the
shelter but would thrive with a
new family and her new home.

Rescued Animals
For Adoption

save
pet

608 Route 112 * Port Jefferson Station
631.473.6333

¥ @saveapetanimalrescue ] @saveapetanimalrescue

d:ish

Authorized Retailer

§

0£9£070

Ranked #1
in Customer Satisfaction 6 Years in a Row

For J.D. Power 2023 award information,

Add Highspeed Internet visit jdpower.com/awards

as low as $49.99/mo

@ FREE Google Voice Remote

Y ECOQDBYE TO

cummencms

Never watch another commercial

NCLUDED, stream during your favorite primetime shows
I Up to 5 devices

-

ext Day Professional

‘op (where available)

isands of shows and
ded On-Demand

ward For Customer
6 Years In A Row

*$300 DTV Switcher Offer is provided by
DISH, all other.gift.card offers are courtesy
of PlanetDISH, call for full offer details. !

CALL US NOW!

1-866-782-4069

[1] Terms and conditions apply, call for details. Courtesy of named DISH Authorized Retailer.

$300 PrePaid Mastercard Make the Switch from DTV Gift Card,Offer ends 4/10/2024:
Requires offer code DTV2DISH. Eligibility requires: 1) continuing active'DISH service, 2) completion of the first 31 days of DISH service, 3) payment
of first DISH bill, 4) submission of a recent DirecTV satellite bill for the same name or address, and 5) online redemption after validation.

Call for full details. 199170

SAVE ON YOUR

Travel Plans!

Up to 75%
more than 500 Airlines
and 300,000 Hotels across the world!

Let us do the research for yvou for free.. we'l save yvou fime and money

Fravel dallars I;flﬂ'_'l'ﬂljlf were NOL getting there!

Elder Care

Miscellaneous

Novenas

CAREGIVER compassionate,
trustworthy, reliable. | will help
your loved one with showering,
meals, shopping, cleaning.
Excellent references, leave
message. 631-751-3749.

COMPANION P/T

Semi retired teacher available
for Light cooking, light
housekeeping, local driving,
references. Call 631-743-9950.

Finds Under 50

FLUORESCENT LIGHT
FIXTURE 4 foot two bulb
with pull chain..
Asking $20.00,
631-744-3722

Call

STIHL TRIMMER gas 27.22 cc
engine, like new, $45
631-941-4425.

TWO JELDWYN
THERMOPANE EXTERIOR
WINDOWS new, 4 over 1, 25
1/2 X 35 1/2, Perect for shed or
basement. $30 each,
631-941-4425.

CUTE ENGLISH BULLDOG
PUP ready for a new home
Contact:
danapinzke17@gmail.com

Schools/Instruction/
Tutoring

PIANO - GUITAR - BASS

All ages-levels-styles.

Many local references.
Recommended by all area
schools. Tony Mann,
631-473-3443, 631-332-6005

Musical Instruments

BLUES MAN PIANO TUNING
Certified piano technician,
631-681-9723,
bluesmanpianotuning@gmail.
com,
www.bluesmanpianotuning.com

ADVERTISE
FOR RESULTS
631-751-7663

FILLO00060
Housesitting Services We publish
TRAVELING? Novenas

Need someone to check on your
home?

Contact Tender Loving Pet
Care, LLC. We're more than just
pets. Insured/Bonded.
631-675-1938

Please call or email and
ask about our very reasonable rates.
631.331.1154
class@tbrnewsmedia.com

FILLO00096

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA

PRAYER TO THE

BLESSED VIRGIN

(Never Known To Fail)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
heaven, blessed mother of the
Son of God, immaculate virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh
star of the sea, help me & show
me here in, you are my mother.
Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, |
humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity There are none
who can withstand your power.
Oh show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary conceived
without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee.

(3 times). Oh Holy Mary, | place
this cause in your hands.

(3 times). Holy Spirit, you who
solve all problems, light all roads
so that | can obtain my goals.
You gave me the divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against
me, and that in all instances of
my life, you are with me. | want
in this short prayer to thank you
for all things as you confirm
once again that | never want to
be separated from you in eternal
glory. Thank you for your mercy
toward me and mine. Thank you
Holy Spirit and St. Jude.

The person must say this prayer
3 consecutive days. The request
will be granted. This prayer must
be published after the favor has
been granted. N.G.

TO SUBSCRIBE
CALL 751-7744 ¢

CALL
NOow!

your pocket

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

get the dental care you deserve!

1-855-225-1434

“ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in

DENTAL Insurance

A less expensive way to help

FREE
Information Kit

“ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
# You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at

Wa're not allowed to publish fares www.dental50plus.com/nypress

anline so call fer the baat rales now

Information Kit with all the details.

877-988-7277

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. This specific offer is not available in CO: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. For
complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: PISOOK; TN: PISOTN)
6129-1118 199230
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WE ARE:

The Village TIMES HERALD
The Village BEACON RECORD
The Port TIMES RECORD
The TIMES of Smithtown
The TIMES of Middle Country
The TIMES of Huntington,
Northport & East Northport

tbrnewsmedia.com
GENERAL OFFICE
631-751-7744
Fax 631-751-4165

ﬁThis Publication is Subject to All Fair Housing Acts

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 10:00 am-4:00 pm

619860

BASIC AD RATES

« FIRST 20 WORDS
(40¢ each additional word)

1Week $29.00
4 Weeks $99.00

Mm

[
|

‘ DISPLAY ADS Call for rates. ‘

SPECIALS*

*May change without notice

FREE FREE FREE ACTION AD REAL ESTATE
Merchandise %gzvfordéls y DISPLAY ADS
d or 4 weeks
22061; words for all your used Ask about our
1 item only. merchandise Contract Rates.
Fax-Mail-E-mail ~ GARAGE SALE EMPLOYMENT
Drop Off ADS $29.00 Buy 2 weeks of
Include Name, 20 words any size BOXED

ad get 2 weeks
free

Address, Phone # Free 2 signs with

placement of ad

CONTACT US:

OFFICE - IN-PERSON
TBR News Media

185 Route 25A

(Bruce Street entrance)
Setauket, NY 11733
Call: 631-331-1154 or
631-751-7663

MAIL ADDRESS

TBR News Media

- Garage Sales

» Announcements

« Antiques & Collectibles
» Automobiles/Trucks etc.
- Finds under $50

+ Health/Fitness/Beauty

- Merchandise

o .p |
Classifieds Department Nersona s
+ Novenas
P.O. Box 707 :
- Pets/Pet Services
Setauket, NY 11733 « Professional Services
EMAIL « Schools/Instruction/Tutoring

» Wanted to Buy

class@tbrnewsmedia.com
« Employment

CONTACT CLASSIFIEDS:

The following are some of our available categories listed in the order in which they appear.

» Computer Services

« Electricians

- Financial Services

« Furniture Repair

» Handyman Services
» Home Improvement
» Lawn & Landscaping
« Painting/Wallpaper
+ Plumbing/Heating

» Power Washing

+ Roofing/Siding

« Tree Work

» Window Cleaning

+ Real Estate

« Cleaning « Residential Property
» Commercial Property

- Out of State Property

(631) 331-1154
or (631) 751-7663
Fax (631) 751-4165
class@tbrnewsmedia.com
tbrnewsmedia.com

The Classifieds Section is published by TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA every Thursday. Leah S. Dunaief, Publisher,
Sheila Murray, Classifieds Director. We welcome your comments and ads.

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA will not be responsible for errors after the first week'’s insertion. Please check your ad care-
fully. - Statewide or Regional Classifieds also available - Reach more than 7 million readers in New York’s community newspapers.
Line ads 25 words : Long Island region $69 - $129 - New York City region $289 - $499 - Central region $29 - $59 - Western region
$59 - $99 - Capital region $59 - $99 - all regions $389 - $689 words. $10 each additional word. Call for display ad rates.

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
m never

alone

Life Alert” is always
here for me.

DEADLINE:
Tuesday
at Noon

I = i aa—

~-Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
T PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

_,_i.a—,

SAF STEP
VAL —InNg TuRs
1-855-916-5473
With purchase of a new Safe StepI alk-ln Tub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available hile supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

)

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

(Help at Home) (Help On-the-Go
Life Alert Batteries Never Need Charging.

For a FREE brochure call:

L —800-404-9776

199270

SELL YOUR USED MERCHANDISE
& MAKE DOLLARS AND ROOM

& \/ .
4 WkS/$44/20 words $.40 ea. additional word
6 Newspapers/Internet Site ~ Huntington to Wading River
nuw Deadline: Tuesday at noon.
y Call 331-1154 or 751-7663 .
\ TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA e tbrnewsmedia.com 3
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EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS

Place your ad today
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

PUBLISHER’'S EMPLOY-
MENT NOTICE: All employ-
ment advertising in this news-
paper is subject to section 296
of the human rights law which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, creed, national origin,
disability, marital status, sex,
age or arrest conviction record
or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination. Title 29, U.S.
Code Chap 630, excludes the
Federal Gov't. from the age
discrimination provisions. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for em-
ployment which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are in-
formed that employment offer-
ings advertised in this newspa-
per are available on an equal

opportunity basis.

Your Ad Could Be Here!
Call 631.751.7663 or 631,331,154

HOME COMPANIONS
NEEDED!

F/T, P/T, Live-infout, will tailor a
schedule to fit your needs,
Free training.

Home Companion Services 1-
800-473-4HCS(4427)

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR
MORE INFORMATION

NOW HIRING SCHOOL
GROUNDSKEEPER

Private School in Town

of Huntington

Responsibilities Include:
Maintaining appearance,
knowledge of grounds,
functionality of school property.”
Preferred candidates are hard-
working, detail-oriented, or-
ganized. Monday to Friday,
9am - 5pm. Competitive Salary
with Benefits. Interested? Text
(631) 223-8030 between

9am - 3pm

ZS/S01O

\
NEED HELP?

Place Your

HELP WANTED
Boxed Ad Here
CALL
631-331-1154 0R
631-751-7663

BUY 2 WEEKS - GET 2 WEEKS

FREE!

TIMES BEACON RECORD
NEWSMEDIA

©97602

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE
Part-time, 18-21 hours per week, Flexible M - F
Salary range $22-$24/hour, based on experience & qualifications
Position to be filled immediately, start date in May 2024

The successful candidate will assist the Director of Finance (“DoF") with the day-to-day financial operations of
the Museum, primarily including monthly and year end reporting (accounting entries, reconciliations and reporting
in accordance with GAAP). There will be occasional assistance with AP and also opportunity to collaborate with
the DoF to ensure best practices are followed, assess existing controls, etc. In addition there will be insurance
related and vendor related learning and oversight. Required: Bachelor's degree in Accounting, 3+ years accounting
experience, and proficiency with computers particularly accounting software, excel and Google suite. Previous
museum experience is preferred. For full details on job description, requirements and consideration, please review
and complete the preliminary application found on the Staff page under About The Museum on our website, www.
longislandmuseum.org. For additional information or to submit a resume and letter of interest, please contract Anna
Gass, Human Resources Administrator at agass@longislandmuseum.org

The Long Island Museum
Stony Brook, NY
longislandmuseum.org

©203740

NOW HIRING
SCHOOL GROUNDSKEEPER
Private School in
Town of Huntington

Responsibilities Include:

Maintaining appearance, knowledge of grounds, functionality of school
property. Ability to be onsite in emergency situations.

Preferred candidates are hardworking, detail-oriented, organized.

Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm.
Competitive Salary with Benefits.

HOME COMPANIONS NEEDED!

F/T « P/T « LIVE-IN/OUT
WILL TAILOR A SCHEDULE TO FIT YOUR NEEDS.
FREE TRAINING!

Assisting seniors & the physically frail while enabling them
to remain in their own homes. Escort to doctor appts.,
shopping, and community outings; assist with meal
preparation, medication reminders and all aspects of

Interested? Text (631) 223-8030 between 9am - 3pm.

©203230

A

non-medical daily living. w""‘. é
@ Home L=
¥ COMPANION % & F

SERVICES

|
Helping, Caring, Sharing 1 -800-473-4Hcs (4227)

SERVICES

Place your ad today
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154

Carpentry

Exterminating

Floor Services/Sales

Home Improvement

Home Improvement

LONG HILL CARPENTRY

45 years experience

All phases of home im-
provement. Old & Historic Res-
torations. Mastercard/Visa Lic.
#H22336/Ins. 631-751-1764
longhill7511764@aol.com

SCIENTIFIC EXTERMINATING
SERVICES let’s all stay safe,
ecological protection, ticks, ants,
mosquitoes, termites,deer
Natural Organic products 631-
265-5252-SEE DISPLAY AD
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Clean-Ups

Fences

FINE SANDING &
REFINISHING

Wood Floor Installations

Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors LLC.
All work done by owner.

31 years experience.
Lic.#47595-H/Insured.
631-875-5856

LET STEVE DO IT

Clean-ups, yards, basements,
whole house, painting, tree
work, local moving and
anything else. Totally
overwhelmed?

Call Steve @ 631-745-2598,
leave message.

Exterminating

SMITHPOINT FENCE.

DEER PROBLEM? WE CAN
HELP! Wood, PVC, Chain Link,
Stockade. Free estimates.

Now offering 12 month interest
free financing.
Commercial/Residential.

70 Jayne Blvd., PJS. Lic.37690-
H/Ins. 631-743-9797
www.smithpointfence.com.

ALL PURPOSE LANDSCAPING
Tree spraying, exterminating,
owner operated, licensed/
insured, 631-924-4099 SEE
DISPLAY AD FOR COUPON
AND MORE

INFORMATION.

ADVERTISE
FOR RESULTS
631-751-7663

FILLOO0060
——

Gutters/Leaders

RTD SEAMLESS GUTTERS
free estimates, senior disocunt,
military discount, Ray Doino
516-527-1496 Rdoino3@yahoo.
com.

See our display ad for more
information

Handyman Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES AND
PAINTING. Dependable, Hon-
est, Professional. No job too
small. Call Steve 631-831-3089.
SEE DISPLAY AD FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

ALL PHASES OF

HOME IMPROVEMENT
From attic to your basement,
RCJ Construction
www.rcjconstruction.com
commercial/residential, lic/ins
631-580-4518.

BLUSTAR RENOVATIONS

The North Shore’s Most Trusted
Renovation Experts.
631-751-0751

We love smaller jobs too!
Suffolk Lic. #48714-H, Ins.
SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

DONT WAIT, INSULATE

We fix uncomfortable homes,
act now, full financing available
Triple H Insulation
631-652-3166

See our display ad for more
information

LAMPS FIXED, $65.
In Home Service!! Handy
Howard. My cell 646-996-7628

STOP BASEMENT FLOODING
FOR GOOD

Drainage installation/grading,
sump pump installation, pavers,
patios, retaining walls, outdoor
kitchens,

A Division of Lux Development
Group Inc 631-283-2266.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR
MORE INFORMATION

Home Repairs/
Construction

BROWN & COMPANY
CONTRACTING

Master Carpentry, Kitchens,
Baths, Basement Renovation,
Decks, Outdoor Living Spaces
LIC/INS 631-901-7277

GENERAL CONTRACTOR,
TILE & MASONRY SPECIAL-
IST. 20 years of experience.
Also clean-ups and junk re-
moval. Call 631-232-0174. FOR
MORE INFORMATION SEE
DISPLAY AD.

Home Repairs/
Construction

LUX DEVELOPMENT GROUP
Historical restorations, Exten-
sions & Dormers, Cedar siding
and Clapboard installation,
basement renovations, kitchen
& Bathrooms, doors & windows,
finished carpentry & moulding
Call 631-283-2266

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR
MORE INFORMATION

Lawn & Landscaping

SETAUKET LANDSCAPE
DESIGN

Stone Driveways/Walkways,
Walls/Stairs/Patios/Masonry,
Brickwork/Repairs Land
Clearing/Drainage,Grading/
Excavating. Plantings/Mulch,
Rain Gardens.

Steve Antos, 631-882-7190
setauketlandscape.com

Serving Three Villages

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS
631-751-7663

FILLO00061
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SERVICES

Place your ad today
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154

Landscape Materials

SCREENED TOP SOIL

Mulch, compost, decorative
and driveway stone, concrete
pavers, sand/block/portland.
Fertilizer and seed.

JOS. M. TROFFA

MATERIALS CORP.
631-928-4665, www.troffa.com

Masonry

JOE'S GENERAL
CONTRACTING

All forms of masonry

LIC/INS, 631-744-0752.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR
MORE INFROMATION.

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

ALL PRO PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Power Washing, Staining,
Wallpaper Removal. Free
estimates. Lic/lns #19604HI
631-696-8150. Nick

BOB’S PAINTING SERVICE

25 Years Experience.
Interior/Exterior Painting,
Spackling, Staining, Wallpaper
Removal, Staining and Deck
Restoration Power Washing.
Free Estimates. Lic/Ins. #17981.
631-744-8859

EXTRA! EXTRA!

ADVERTISE HERE!

©FILLO00047.

LA ROTONDA

PAINTING & DESIGN
Interior/exterior, sheetrock
repairs, taping/spackling, wall-
paper removal, faux, decorative
finishings. Free estimates. Lic.
#53278-H/Ins. Ross LaRotonda
631-689-5998

WORTH PAINTING

“PAINTING WITH PRIDE”
Interiors/exteriors. Staining &
deck restoration, power-
washing, Finishing Carpentry,
sheetrocktape/spackling,
carpentry/trimwork. Lead paint
certified. References. Free es-
timates. Lic./Ins. SINCE 1989
Ryan Southworth. SEE DIS-
PLAY AD FOR MORE INFO.
631-331-5556

Power Washing

Tree Work

Window Cleaning

POWERWASHING
Residential-Commercial. What-
ever the challenge, whatever the
grime, Sparkling clean
everytime! Call for free estimate.
631-240-3313. SEE DISPLAY
AD FOR MORE INFO.

Tree Work

ABOVE ALL TREE SERVICE
Tree removal , pruning, topping,
stump grinding, Free Estimates
Call Bryan 631-928-4544

SEE OUR DISPLY AD FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

RANDALL BROTHERS
TREE SERVICE

Planting, pruning, removals,
stump grinding. Free Estimates.
Fully insured.

LIC# 50701-H. 631-862-9291

Leaf

Filter

ARBOR-VISTA TREE CARE

A COMPLETE TREE CARE
SERVICE devoted to the care
of trees. Maintenance pruning,
water-view work, sun-trimming,
elevating, pool areas, storm
thinning, large tree removal,
stump grinding. Wood chips.
Lic#18902HI. Free estimates.
631-246-5377

RELIABLE WINDOW
CLEANING Commercial
storefronts, residential windows,
power washing, Call or text Ben
at (631)942-2355 for your FREE
estimate.

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS
631-751-7663

FILLO00061
—

WANTTO

GROW

YOUR BUSINESS?
Call 631.331.11540r W
631.751.7663 _ -

-

Place your ad in our

_ HOME SERVICES
% . DIRECTORY

- for 13 or 26 weeks.
AR FREE BONUS WEEKS
r & a free 13 or 26
week subscription
to our newspaper.

©OFILL000120

@

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Kifcg;en Magic

Get your dream kitchen
remodel today and take

$2500 OFF.
855.281.6439

Up to 10-15% Off maintenance-free cabinet door collections. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer valid during initial
consultation only. Does not apply to prior purchases. Homeowner must complete their free design consultation by 6/30/2024 to
qualify for this promotion. NYLicense#Nassau:H1759490000 Suffolk:16183H NY/Rockland:5642. 199260

. -J'*"..-_d-

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5—-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $535.

Call877-516-1160 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
—_— ]

*Terms and Conditions apply.

PROTECTION

202/3,-

Your Entire Purchase*

BN Emo

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approv-
al. Call for details AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447,
MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ
#13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

1-855-478-9473

O
OFF
Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!*

202090

Make the smartand ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

()
S50% + 10%
OFF OFF

INSTALLATION

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

FREE ESTIMATE
1.855.492.6084

Expires 4/30/2024

for military, health workers
and first responders

ERIEHOME.

INTHEU.S.A.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other lestnptlons may apply. This is an advertisement placed
on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie” 3/ Offer terms and conditions may apply
and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent
to bem? contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie
or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologleq notwithstanding if you
are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.
com/erie-licenses

199250
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PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS Gishmmssossns

Place Your Ad in the

Brad Merila
Certified
Piano Technician

Professional Services Directory

6 Barnwell Lane, Stony Brook
. Buy 4 weeks and get the 5th week Blues
Double size - $296/4 weeks [ F RE E [ 631.681.9723
Ask about our 13 & 26 week special rates Man b|uesmanp|qnotunlng@gmaﬂ com

(631) 751.7663 or (631) 331.1154 Piano Tuning blvesmanpianotuning.com

©190940

A U T O M O T l V E S E RV l C E S (Plaallcgg‘r.;;'?.(;;ggz'631.331.11.54

.Place your ad .in the . JU N 'AR“S’
Automotive Service Directory fls );JTBJQLGG HT;

for 26 weeks
and get
4 weeks

FREE

4 &
CALL US LAST WE'LL BEAT ANY PRICE

Lost keys or title no problem

. DMV CERTIFIED
I-ICE"llsl‘lESDURI:oD"IDED 631 . 5000 l 01 5 7002706

$$9 TOP CASH PRID $$$

©203780

All Trucks, Cars & Vans
Toyota, Honda, Nissan, Domestic/Foreign «,
Call Today Highest prices paid for fixable vehicles. ]
(631) 751.7744 or (631) 331.1154 _ Also buy motorcycles and musdle cars.
FAX (631) 7514165 eroress | [ askiormark+ 631-258-1919

e e PR TR H |
TRU = S | Save on Wlndows and Doors!
BUY ONE, GET ONE $O Money Down i

B Live life outside® ; it 1 O/
LT - L e e B el = . 5 0 O 30 Interest
¢ EoF - . . |
Get the mOSt out Of E OFF OFF 50 Monthly Payments
your Iawn t-hls sprlng : Your First Application i f0r12 months’
Call by April 30 ~
for your FREE consultation. /\
@ 888-610-7738 IR~
sales tax. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership.

All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151. 199160

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA

<OM &

SCHEDULE YOUR 7 RENEWAL JV; <

APPOINTMENT TODAY! - / bYANDERSEN {727 )

7 FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT % InTHe
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay u

customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be

combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all

The TIMES of Huntington, The Village The Village The Port The TIMES The TIMES
Northport & E. Northport BEACON RECORD TIMES HERALD TIMES RECORD of Smithtown of Middle Country
« Northport - Huntington + Miller Place « Stony Brook « Port Jefferson « Smithtown  Kings Park . Selden
« E. Northport « Greenlawn « Sound Beach - Strong's Neck « Port Jefferson Sta. « Hauppauge & TS o Camaids
- Eatons Neck + Halesite « Rocky Point + Setauket + Harbor Hills + Commack - Nissequogue + Lake Grove 9
+ Asharoken + Lloyd Harbor + Shoreham + Old Field + Belle Terre -E.Fort Salonga - Head of the Harbor g
- Centerport « Cold Spring Harbor + Wading River + Poquott « San Remo 8
«W. Fort Sa|onga . Baltlng Hollow

+ Mt. Sinai
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H O M E S E RV l C E S CPIaaH(:g:;;‘?.(;;zg?:‘631.331.1154

You don’t have to do it... I DON T WAIT INSU[ATE’
StevelDollt!| L [ : ;L z '\m ﬁwu.\.:au
BISAETER BESTGRATICN
ALL PHASES OF HOME IMPROVEMENT 24/7 Emergency Cleanup and Restoration
. L(?tay: Reré‘ol\slat:]ons . Elqorfng 7 Flood I'/,-_._ e .?_;.-3,_ u [ ’
- Kitchen at - Paintin e R
- Decks Built/Repaired - Tile Wo?k V4 Sewage ';E,EFI_,?“‘- ”E FII H(uHrﬂ E\"Tﬂﬂ EM
. /Wind /Sidi « Brick & = —
. ?::el'tsrc\)/\clusg;\lcskli;g;ng . (BZIrIecanu;,;Q.?(SZ?er;rzouts v Storm Damage TTIF] |__;-_.)@I) ° BEST#rLE J"‘:I T.- E_‘":' E!E
CALL TODAY FOR AUTOMATIC SNOW REMOVAL v Fire Damage g ' TRIPLE < o Coogleating
il —— v Basement Waterproofing IICRC ° MR i e
631 '745'2598 sl -T',ﬂm;.l-ﬁ-".'.;" M.J.:.I, % and Flnlshmg A(T Now’ 5250 - FULL
Leave Message — —— j‘l a Insurance Negotiation Specialists 631-265- 48.7 0 AN"ULLng FINANCING
For Fast Response! === rf_r;l;ﬂ Owner is a Three Village resident for over 30 years TripleHContracting.com T AVAILABLE
V| 831745 ) )
References | 631-357-1757 - luxrestoration.com - :
Encouraged. = Lux Development Group Inc. Kk pecmm Reoliicnenentiool
200030 Licensed & Insured. #39964-H Licensed ##55203-H and Fully insured ©20050 TR ausRoofingbyTripleH.com 631-652-3166
INTERIOR « EXTERIOR JOWERWASHIN
Owner Operated ecorative 1 ial . 1
Sinee 1976 _— Finishes ™y Residential - Commercial
4 * Interiors ¢ Exteriors Spackling Washing *House o Dri'l"ﬂ'ﬁa}'

* Powerwashing

* Staining & i
Deck Restoration
* Wallpaper Removal o% %/W

[ ‘ * Gutter Cleaning PAINTING &

oDeck  »Pavers

+ Fencing ﬁ

). *Roof ==

¢ Spackling & Hiklaak & Dradassinmal & | aaar Divsscdins
Wall Restoratlon Wallpaper DESIGN Faux UL IN@] ] ™ [N S B = S : = = .! C
CALLS REFERENCES Removal Finishes CE” Hﬂw Fﬂr ﬁl Fl'EE EEtm'tﬂtE

L JREEESTIMATES 3, Gy 631-689-5998 ™ ﬁrrl.:";:.m 631 240 331 3 o

Lic. #53278-H/Ins. than iy tise! 201560

G

©200800

©201360

Lic./Ins. (#17,981)

*BL USTAR

RENOVATIONS

« Interiors « Exteriors

(631) 7 -0751 RTD Seamless Gutters « Cabinet Refinishing, Staining & Painting
. — « Faux Finishes
SERVICES: « Power Washing
" « Finishing Carpentry
« 5” Gutter « Colored Gutters - Tape & Spackling

« Gutter Cleanings « Gutter Screens + Staining & Deck Restoration CERTIFIED
« 6” Gutters « Gutter Repairs BBB A1 Rating LEAD PAINT
P .,% #1 Recommendation on BBB website REMOVAL

WWW.BLUSTARNY.COM FREE ESTIMATES - SENIOR DISCOUNT - MILITARY DISCOUNT = “We take pride in our work”

+ WINDOWS & DOORS + ADDITIONS &

: Ryan Southworth
Ray D * 4 K
+ SIDING & ROOFING NEwW CONSTRUCTION 51:);27021096 * 631 _331 '5556

 Baseminre TS ey Rdoino3@vah L #HF6863 msred Licensed/Insured Since 1989
e 448714 & ineured 6203000 oino3@yahoo.com #37074-H; Rl 18499-10-34230

0zLzele




APRIL 25, 2024 « TIMES OF SMITHTOWN .

PAGE Al5

HOME

SERVICES

Place your ad today
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154

JOE’S
GENERAL CONTRACTING

UPDATE YOUR HOME

* All Forms of Masonry * New Construction /

* Driveways/Sidewalks * Home Improvements

e Pavers/ Brick/Block Work e Revitalization Projects

¢ Culture Stone * Residential/Commercial
www.Joesgeneralcontracting.com

Lic. 3637H

631-744-0752

©190990

Brown & Company

« Master Carpentry

« Kitchens & Baths

» Basement Renovations

» Decks/Outdoor Living Spaces

Brownandcompanyny.com
P Scott Brown 631-901-7277

©196880

reliable & affordable

Owner
Operated
For Over
30 Years

KITCHENS +%4°.° SERVIGES
AND BATHS ,°.°.°.
DEPENDABLE « HONEST «- PROFESSIONAL

NO JOB TOO SMALL
tesooims. CALL STEVE @ (631) 831-3089

0851070

GENERAL CONTRACTOR, TILE & MASONRY SPECIALIST

All Phases of Installation and Repairs
Cultured Stone, Stucco, Brick Work,
Asphalt Driveways and Sealers,
Patios, Sidewalks, & Concrete.
Also Clean-ups and Junk Removal. Quality Work!
Neat, Clean and Reliable.

Call 631-232-0174

Lic#32372-H

& Insured ©203800

LAMPS
FIXED

- g5

In Home Service !!
' Handy Howard
My Cell — 646-996-7628

ALL PRO PAINTING

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
INTERIOR * EXTERIOR » POWERWASHING
CUSTOM WORK » STAINING * WALLPAPER REMOVAL
EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE

Nick CORDOVANO 63 1-696-8150

LICENSED #19604-H & INSURED

©199940

RANDALL BROTHERS
TREE SERVICE

Removals -

Planting « Pruning - Stump Grinding

Free Estimates

631-862-9291

Above All Tree Service

FREE ESTIMATES
- TREE REMOVAL - PRUNING
TOPPING - STUMP GRINDING

‘;&‘ ’
g 5. Call Bryan: 631.928.4544
§ @ Email: AboveAllTree@live.com
LIC. 33122-H e AboveAllTree.com

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB!
TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

LUX

— Stop Basement Flooding For Good —
v'Drainage Installation/Grading/
v'Sump Pump Installation
v'Pavers/Patios v'Retaining Walls
v'Stoops & Walkways
v'Poolscapes v Fire Features
v'Outdoor Kitchens
A Division of Lux Development Group Inc.
631-283-2266

0920020

Fully Insured LIC# 50701-H ©202900 ©FILL000086 &Fully Insured for Over 30 Years ——
48 YEARS EXPERIENCE — == REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Spring 1s here!
Advertise Your Seasonal Services

- Landscaping « Home Improvement « Painting & Siding
« Furniture Restoration « Electrical » Plumbing « Air Conditioning
Call Our Classified Department
631-331-1154 or 631-751-7663

©106388

_..-""-- ill 'Ll Irpg "‘-._

.E:-. % &'fﬁ

ﬁ"?-?ﬁ.‘[.-‘l'fb“ i
longhill7511764@aol.com
¢ All Phases of Home Improvement v Siding & Windows
v/ 0ld & Historic Home Restorations v Porches & Decks
v Extensions & Dormers v/ Aging in Place Remodeling
t/ Kitchens & Baths v Custom Carpentry:

Built-ins, Pantries, and More

Full Service contractor —
i complete jobs from
| start to finish
Licensed H-22336 and fully insured

0820070
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HOME SERVICES . Coll 6317517663 or 631351154

THPQ ! ALL PURPOSE LANDSCAPING
i FENCR “1i ~ Tree Spraying

| Exterminating

Al
. ociendiric

ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION
PROUDLY SERVING THE

!

* o

a z COMBMUMITY SIMCE SCHEDULE
. Ticks » Mosquitoes 1957 VOUR SR
DEER PROBLEM? WE CAN HELP. | 27 Caterpillars < Termites P ——— TODAY]

il VP, - ] e P b A e

Carpenter Ants © Inchworms * Gypsy Moths ety e e e e
}% Ants * Bees i e T

INSURED i $‘|°°° 0". i LICENSED d ;

0262070

Specializing in all phases of fencing:

Wood ¢ PYC ¢ Chain Link ¢ Stockade

Now offering 12 month interest-free financing

OVER 40 New FREE ESTIMATES
YEARS Location COMMERCIAL/

(Lic. # 46456-H)
With This Coupon!

ASK (AW WL

EXPERIENCE RESIDENTIAL  _ 221 ¢ 000 B
70 Jayne Blvd, Port Jeff Station § 4 ﬁ;ﬁ a“- u“ﬂ%‘gﬁ%‘%&?{?} com & .
(631) 743-9797 e i% -—-MWQM 2 Selanithie Dxberminating Sereice:

et WA L B3 W Coeniry B, 5t James, WY | 531 265 - 6252 EXT 6 201320

Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors, ri.c
Fine Sanding .

& Refinishing

Wood Floor Installatioﬁs

0Old Wood Floors Made Beautiful
All Work Done By Owner

CONSTRUCTION

From Your Attic To Your Basement
All Phases of Home Improvement
KITCHENS «- BATHROOMS - DOORS
WINDOWS « TILE « FLOORING « DECKS
CUSTOM FINISHED CARPENTRY & MOLDING

o ; g
= COMMERCIAL STOREERONTS -
"/ m “RESIDENTIAL WINDOWS -~
4 ';J,: m POWER:WASHING - . .. :

CALL'OR TEXT BEN.AT (631)942-2355 FOR

i
|+
P

i

d 3 - !
SPECIALIZING IN 31 YEARS EXPERIENCE 2, 5 YOURFBEE ESTIMATE! . .Y
FINISHED BASEMENTS ' o :‘J 4 g ! : :
| 1 3
www.rcjconstruction.com Formerly Of A Huntington Father & Son’s Business 5 :3 3

(631 ) 580 451 8 Lic. #47595-H/Insured g B, ; 1

- : _Q=— 1R L A

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL - LIC. #H-32198/INS | OWNER OPERATED g 631 875 5856 1 .’; T 4 ; 5

e © 1 Ty * 1 4 ' % 199840

LUX To Mt

Historical Restorations
Extensions & Dormers
Cedar Siding & Clapboard Installation
Bsorert Remouations 70 comMSewOGUE RD. | SUITE 9/ EAST SETAUKET NY 11733
Kitchens & Bathrooms « Doors & Windows Black/Brown/Red Muich

MATERIALS CORPORATION

Brick & Stone Veneer

.. . Concrete Pavers & Walls -
. Finish Carpentry & Moulding Bluestone www.troffa.com g‘::iz:ags;osnfpg?; i "ézz:lings
S Interior/Exterior Paint Restoration Portland/Mortar Boulders & Dive Rocks
3 . . . Sand/Block/Gravel 63 1 -92 8-4665 Wall Stone
Owner is a Three Village Resident for Over 30 Years Railroad Ties & Tree Stakes PROMEPT DELIVEICY Cedar Mulch
5t Screened Topsoil Playground Woodchips
cemsed 55203 luxdevelopment.com _E@. Compost & Mulch ALWAYS AVAILABLE Suggr Peat p o
631-283-2266 3 Seed & Lawn Control Products Tools & Equipment g

& Fully Insured
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REAL ESTATE

Place your ad today
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154

Houses For Sale

Real Estate Services

Rentals

CORAM/SELDEN W SECTION
Middle Country Schools, beau-
tiful 3 bedroom, 2 baths,
livingroom, diningroom, EIK,
large den, fireplace, 2 car ga-
rage, beautiful property with
covered patio and updated built

PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE

All real estate advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it

illegal to advertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimina-

SETAUKET High Visibility, 25A,
corner office suite with large
plate glass window, private bath,
own thermostat, nicely deco-
rated, off street parking, Village
Times Building, Call
631-751-7744.

tion because of race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handicap, familial

status, or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimi-
nation.”

We will not knowingly accept

any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.

in swimming pool. $549,000,
631-736-2180, 516-607-5628.

The

CLASSIFIED

Offices For Rent/Share

SETAUKET-HERITAGE
SQUARE OFFICE COMPLEX

- . . All persons are hereby in-
on 25A. High V'S'b".ty‘ bright, fom?ed that all dweIIi);gs ad- If you want
dgcgrated corger _gfﬁce,olarge vertised are available on an to advertlse
windows on sides.  Lwner equal opportunity basis. do it soon!

call
631.751.7663

or
631.331.1154

631-234-4600.
Now That You're Looking...

'@ Why Not Pick Up Your Phone
b .,

‘* and Subscribe to TBR News Media?

631-751-7663

FILL0O00075

DEADLINE

is Tuesday at noon.

©101569

Renting or Selling

Your House?

TIMES BEACON RECORD
NEWSPAPERS

IS THE PLACE TO ADVERTISE

Our track record is the
best of any local newspaper.
Call us for special rates.
Buy 4 weeks.
Get 2 weeks FREE.*

631-331-1154 or 631-751-7663

*Private Party ads only.
Applies to Classifieds Line/Reader ads only.

0561010

T sclorable Budiimgharn
DR (EOWETE

Saturday, April 27th « 12:00pm-2:00pm
Sunday, April 28th « 11:00am-1:00pm

) " 20 Shawmont Lane,
o % Stony Brook
B "L S $599,000
;-.r_.. “ nm .Eh_"‘\ MLS# 3546729

= e _'___'

gl i Pirhed i e Lot -, - et B il - Bt sibioebhaod i i Theind Village balacil DREIVCT it
4o ot boral pleygemand, SH Urdveruty sl loas of Shapping. Thas bome ey qeest curbe-aopesl wit b o Belgum Biod B dravewy

] welpmyng Toed posth Iseide oFemy vincle brwel living with thiee bedbioomi, b bl buths, deed b spicmen bring aorny'dining rooes, that ket
shuring Lamarate Thoors ans 3 oary freplace. The eai-m tchen .2 bigh wiite weth wpdnied dmess -finel sppiunce, oey tilet Jod 2 icing glic
door leading outtide 2 # MLk, prwate yard with endies eoterlinment porabilities. [a't miss oot 0.4 thunie 1o make T dharming st yours

Call o teut for private showing, Lawra Johanson, Coldwell Banker American Homes RE 631-974-8867

BATH
REMODEL

I

YOUR BATHROOM. YOUR VVWAY.
IN AS LITTLE AS

ONE DAY

CALL NOWwW
855.564.2680

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation

Over 500 Vacation Homes

Entire Outer Banks from
Corolla’s 4x4 to Hatteras Island!

Oceanfront to Soundfront!
All price ranges!

' f;a@z Do For Bost Sptectisn!

brindleybeach.com

202080

J 0981610

\&
SETAUKET

High Visibility « 25A
Corner Office Suite with large plate glass window
Private bath « Own thermostat « Nicely decorated
OFF STREET PARKING
Village Times Building

Call: 631.751.7744

- COMMERCIAL AD S
' INDUSTRIAL
-PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY

SINGLE *189.00 4 weeks
DOUBLE $277.00 4 weeks

DEADLINE: TUESDAY NOON FOR THURSDAY’S PAPER.
CALL 631-751-7663 « 631-331-1154

©101859
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Editorial

Participate in community
cleanups

Pixabay photo

April 22, 1970, marked the first Earth Day celebration. A
day dedicated to Mother Earth, to appreciate, recognize and
demonstrate support for the planet we inhabit. A time to reflect
on the impact our actions have on the environment but, more
importantly, it’s a springboard for action.

Here in our own communities, the need for environmental
stewardship is particularly relevant. From keeping our streets
and parks clean to embracing sustainable practices, we can all
play a vital role. The good news is there’s a wave of positive
momentum building.

Numerous opportunities exist for us to roll up our sleeves
and make a real difference.

Friends of the Greenway is hosting a cleanup day, on
Saturday, April 27. Beginning at 9 a.m. at the Port Jefferson
Station trailhead, meet with members of the community to aid
in the cleanup efforts along the beloved Greenway Trail.

If your artistic side thrives outdoors, join the Gallery North
Cleanup on April 27 and 28. Day 1 will be held at Flax Pond
Tidal Wetland Area on Saturday and day 2 at Smith Point
Beach on Sunday. Each cleanup will be conducted in two shifts
starting at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. each day. The event is free and
open to the public, and will be held rain or shine. All ages are
welcome.

On Saturday, May 18, the Great Brookhaven Cleanup will
offer a chance to tackle litter in our neighborhoods. Part of a
national effort, the event draws over 5 million volunteers in
more than 20,000 communities across America who come
together to pick up litter and clean miles of roadway, rivers,
lakes and more. Last year, the Great Brookhaven Cleanup drew
more than 2,600 volunteers.

Stony Brook University also stepped up with Earth Day
events — several student clubs joined together to organize a
beach cleanup last Saturday, April 20, at West Meadow Beach.

But Earth Day isn’t just about one-time cleanups.
Sustainability is the key to long-term environmental health.
The Town of Smithtown’s recent upcycling program, NexTrex
with the Trex Company, serves as a shining example. This
initiative allows residents to transform used plastic into eco-
friendly composite materials.

Let’s take inspiration from these efforts. Consider reducing
your single-use plastics, opting for reusable alternatives.
Support local farmers markets and businesses committed to
sustainable practices. Every little bit counts.

Earth Day is more than just a day on the calendar. It’s a call
to action, a reminder that the well-being of our environment is
intrinsically linked to our own. Let’s celebrate this Earth Day
not just with words, but with dedicated action. Together, we
can build a cleaner, more sustainable future for generations to
come.

| etter to the Editor

| m Long Iatand Anil Foasd

Top left, MTA call center. Photo by Nasrin Zahed. Bottom left, LIRR train arrives at the station. File photo by Joseph Cali. Right, a Long Island Rail Road train arrives at Stony Brook train station

i
(ol CAF

during rush hour. Photo by ComplexRational from Wikimedia Commons

Happy 190th anniversary to
Long Island Rail Road

Let us all wish a happy 190th
anniversary to the Long Island Rail
Road. On April 24, 1834, the Long
Island Rail Road was officially
chartered by the State of New York
to run from the Brooklyn waterfront
95 miles east to Greenport. In 1900,
the Pennsylvania Railroad bought a
controlling interest as part of its plan
for direct access to Manhattan which
began on September 8, 1910. The
Pennsylvania Railroad subsidized the
LIRR into the late 1940s. This provided
the financial basis for support of
expansion and upgrades to service and
infrastructure.

At the end of World War 11, there
began a decline of our LIRR with a

corresponding loss of farebox revenues.

The Pennsylvania Railroad began to
reduce financial support as well. This
played a part in the LIRR going into
receivership in 1949. In recognition
of the role the LIRR played in the
economy of both Long Island and
NYC, New York State began providing
financial assistance to the LIRR in the
1950s and 1960s.

The “Line of the Dashing Dan” was
officially chartered on April 24, 1965,
by the State of New York. In 1966,
NYS bought the railroad’s controlling
stock from the Pennsylvania Railroad
and put it under the newly-formed

Metropolitan Commuter Transportation
Authority. The MCTA changed its name

to the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority in 1968 when it took
over operations of the NYC Transit
Authority.

With MTA subsidies, the LIRR
modernized further and grew into the
busiest commuter railroad in the United
States. Over the past 50 years, several
billion dollars in combined county, city,
state and federal taxpayer-generated
dollars have subsidized both the capital
and operating costs for the LIRR.

Riders must remember that fare
hikes are periodically required if the
MTA is to provide the services millions
of New Yorkers use daily.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

The opinions of columnists and letter writers are their own. They do not speak for the newspaper.

WRITETO US ... AND KEEP IT LOCAL

We welcome your letters, especially those responding to our local coverage, replying to other letter writers’ comments
and speaking mainly to local themes. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and may be edited for length, libel, style,
good taste and uncivil language. They will also be published on our website. We do not publish anonymous letters. Please
include an address and phone number for confirmation. Email letters to: editorl @tbrnewsmedia.com or mail them to TBR
News Media, P.O. Box 707, Setauket, NY 11733
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Opinion

Finding peace and connection in a house of worship

verywhere we go, we are surrounded by
Esights, sounds, and smells. More often
than not, other people need something
from us, want to talk with or at us, and expect
us to provide feedback, learn from them,
acknowledge them or
validate their existence.
At the same time,
our texts, emails, social
media apps, and others

require checking,
replying, reacting and
thought.

Throughout the day,
we aren’t just draining

D. None our cell phone’s battery,
of the above we are also draining our
BY DANIEL DUNAIEF own battery. We need

time for our nervous
system to catch up, to take a break and to
experience the world around us in a calmer way.

For me, that happened recently when I
went to a religious service. I don’t go all that
often even though I often walk away feeling
refreshed.

Are you stuck in your house? Here is a modest proposal

Isewhere in this week’s newspaper,
Ethere is a section on financial matters.
Continuing that theme, let’s look at the
value of our homes and what
that means for our lives.
Taking out a mortgage and
buying a house was always
considered a popular path
to security. A house was
a piggy bank into which
payments were deposited
each month until the debt
was repaid to the bank,
or whomever the lender,
and ultimately was totally
owned by the buyer. A
house, after all, is a home,
a shelter and foundation
for raising a family. One
cannot live in one’s stocks or CDs. Besides,
as an asset, it might increase in value over the
ensuing years.
Best of all, the equity in a home guaranteed
wealth for retirement.

Between
you and me
BY LEAH S. DUNAIEF

These services offer an opportunity not only
to disconnect from my phone for several hours,
but also a chance to be present, centered, and
focused.

The words and the songs are familiar, which
other members of the congregation say or sing,
helping me feel like I’m a part of a connected
group.

During the service, I am focused on where
I am, reading the same text as everyone else
and reacting, as if by reflex, to some of the
interactive speaking parts.

This occurs even when I travel, as I did
recently to attend a service. I didn’t know most
of the people in the room and yet we reacted and
interacted for several hours as if we had grown up
next to each other, played on the street with our
neighbors, attended the same schools and shared
the same hopes for ourselves and our children.

Some of the songs had slightly different
melodies, but they were more of a variation on
a theme than a journey into another religious,
spiritual or musical genre.

During these times in a house of worship, I
appreciate and enjoy the quieter voice of some

While some owners might continue to live in
their original houses rent free (but not property
tax free), others intended to sell the home, buy
a smaller, two bedroom house or condo at a
cheaper price, and live off the surplus cash or
the entire proceeds if they wanted a smaller
mortgage.

Sounds like a fairly risk-free plan, right?

In fact, something strange has happened.
For the last couple of decades, interest rates
on mortgages have been unexpectedly low. I
know when my husband and I bought our house
50 years ago, for example, the interest on the
mortgage was seven and five-eights percent.
For those who bought in the 90s and sooner, the
rates went down to two and three percent, which
was even less with interest deductions.

What has happened?

Interest rates have zoomed in the last couple
of years, as the Federal Reserve has tried to put
the brakes on an overheated economy, the result
in part of Covid. Many people rushed from the
cities to what they hoped would be smaller,
safer locations, creating a marketplace in which

of the speakers, who encourage me to think
of myself and my world in different ways and
who share a wonderful combination of thought,
insight, perspective, and spiritual ideas.

While I listen to them, some thoughts
I have that might otherwise not bubble up
to the turbulent surface of my life, where a
combination of bright sun, wind, and cross
currents of thoughts, ideas, actions and
deadlines create a potentially exciting but
murkier picture, can receive attention.

Through these thoughts, I can make
connections to earlier versions of myself, track
where I am and where I’'m heading, and think
about people who helped shape who I am but
are no longer in my life.

I can also delve more deeply into the kinds
of questions and thoughts that don’t tend to help
with an assignment or a deadline, pondering
the nature of existence and the meaning of life

I canreflect on the amazing and inspirational
people I am fortunate to know, and the
exhausting but miraculous gift of our children,
who inherit the world we helped shape or alter
during the course of our lives.

there are now fewer homes for sale—and
incidentally raising prices. And builders, who
were busy building large homes, then switched
to apartment buildings. The smaller, one-story
homes, ideal for downsizing, are scarce and
pricey as they have disappeared from the market
or become unaffordable.

Further, longtime home owners with lower
mortgages, though they may wish to follow the
time-honored formula and downsize, are not
about to give those up in order to buy overheated
smaller houses at higher mortgage rates, if they
choose to take a loan.

For the moment, retirees are stuck in their
large, mortgage-free homes, with their faulty
furnaces, unmowed lawns and unwelcome
stairs. There might be buyers but where, then,
to go?

For the moment, as The New York Times has
observed in this past Tuesday’s paper, they are
stuck.

I have a modest proposal for those folks.
There are many young people looking to move
out of their parent’s homes but can’t yet afford

One image often appears in my mind as I
breathe, think and listen during the service: that
is of a tree with the words “I was here.” When
I was younger, I didn’t understand why anyone
would cut into a tree to let the world know they
were here.

Over time, I’ve thought about the cave
drawings primitive man made, the graffiti that
adds color and chaos to our world and those words
in a tree in the same way. In those moments,
people are declaring, the way Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin did when they planted an American
flag on the moon, that their journey through life
brought them to this place and time. They are
announcing and reaffirming themselves.

I’m not advocating for carving anything
into a tree or for painting graffiti. Instead, by
sitting, standing and singing together, we are
announcing to the other people in the room and
to ourselves not just that “I am here,” but that
“We are here.” While we might take that for
granted much of the time, a religious service
gives us the chance to marvel at the wonder
of the connections we’ve made and at our
existence and all it does and could mean.

to buy a house with their partner or significant
other. Some aren’t so young but don’t have the
down payments or pay the high rents in new
apartments. Older residents, who might be
waiting for the real estate market to cool down,
have empty bedrooms that could fill some of the
gap. They could rent out those empty rooms.

Now I know that some people think they
would never want to live with strangers and
share their kitchens, washers and dryers, and
so forth. Besides, how do they know how
trustworthy these prospective tenants are?

Certainly any possible tenants would have to
be checked out. There might be a business that
does just that, even as they investigate caretakers,
cleaning services and babysitters. After all, we
welcome those people into our homes.

If we are thinking of renting, we could also
envision a way to separate a section of the house,
with its own entrance, for the tenants, and just
share the common rooms.

The extra rent money is nice. The additional
housing choices can be helpful. The situation
can be a win-win.
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Seatings every half hour 10:30AM - 2:30PM

Adults $79.95pp & Ol
Children (ages 3 to 10) $39.95pp v
Menu includes breakfast display, kid's corner, carving board, ‘El%' 2
shrimp bar, enfrée selections, dessert & morel! =
SCAN CODE
(Prices are plus Sales Tax & Ticket Fees, TO PURCHASE
Gratuity at your discretion day of the event) YOUR TICKETS

445 EAST MAIN STREET | CENTERPORT, NY | 631.818.1300




