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Kings Park observes Veterans Day with parade 
— A4

HONORING LOCAL HEROES

Photo by Michael Scro/Media Origin

SPACE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIBER ADDRESS

Celebrate the season with ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ at Theatre Three

ALSO: LIM presents Dickens in the Carriage 
Museum, ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’ at SCCC
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Our Turn
The importance of poll workers
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1972 JERICHO TURNPIKE
EAST NORTHPORT, NY

631.486.9474
djsclamshackeastnorthport.com
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As Seen On:Diners, Drive-in’s & Dives

1007 RT 25A
STONY BROOK, NY

631.675.9669
djsclamshack.com/stony-brook

ORDER ONLINE

FALL TAKE OUT, DELIVERY, & CATERING! ORDER NOW!

Open All Year Round!

FallFall Menu Menu

D.J.’S CLAM SHACK

Lobster Rolls
Baked Clams
Mahi Tacos
Calamari

Shrimp Scampi Roll
Clam Chowder
Chicken Fingers
Ipswich Clams

Little Neck Clams
Clam Strips

Conch Fritters

177500
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631-751–5534 
1371 Rte. 25A, E. Setauket, NY 
(Three Village Shopping Plaza)
Schwabs2ndwind@aol.com

Come on in, or order online
@ www.Schwabs2ndwind.com

We carry a full line of
Men’s and Women’s Hokas

Shop Local!
Support small businesses in your community
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Personalized services arranged for all faiths
We specialize in preplanning and cremation

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR 100 YEARS

www.MAConnellFuneralHome.com
934 New York Avenue, Huntington Station NY 11746 | Phone: 631-427-1123

174320

Mills Pond Elementary School Principal Ireen 
Westrack proudly told local veterans that, “We 
wanted to do something more personal this year.”

So, she, Mills Pond staff and students hosted 
their first Mills Pond Veterans Parade on Nov. 9.

Veterans related to students and staff were 
invited to the school in honor of 
Veterans Day.

The veterans walked down 
a red carpet with their relatives, were served a 
hot breakfast, received thank you certificates and 
participated in a parade in front of the school.

The 5th grade choir also performed some 
patriotic songs and local Girl Scouts proudly led 
the parade.

Mills Pond Elementary 
hosts first Veterans 

Day Parade

SCHOOL

Smithtown High School’s Douglas Antaky finishes second overall in the New York State boys Class A cross-country championship. 
Photo courtesy SCSD

Smithtown High School West senior 
Douglas Antaky finished as the state runner-
up in the boys Class A cross-country state 
championship on Saturday, Nov. 11.

Antaky, running for the Smithtown High 

School East/West team, finished second out of 
107 runners in the 5K, with a time of 15.56.

Antaky is just the second Smithtown 
High School athlete ever to place runner-up 
in the event.

Douglas Antaky makes Smithtown 
High School racing history

Mills Pond Elementary School’s first Veterans Parade is held on Nov. 9. Photo courtesy SCSD
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BY MICHAEL SCRO 
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

The Kings Park Veterans Day parade and 
memorial ceremony took place on Saturday, 
Nov. 11, where local veterans, first responders, 
Scouts, Kings Park High School performers, 
community groups and residents gathered to 
honor all who have served in the military.

Originally named Armistice Day to 
commemorate the ending of World War I 
on Nov. 11, 1918, the holiday was renamed 
Veterans Day in 1954, passed by Congress and 
signed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower (R). 
Each year, it is held to honor military veterans of 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

The parade began at the R.J.O. Intermediate 
School. It concluded at Veterans Plaza in front 
of the Kings Park Library and 1 Church St. 
Well over 100 participated during a comfortably 
crisp, sunny November morning.

The memorial ceremony was held 
immediately afterward, featuring a moment 
of remembrance and wreath laying. Speakers 
included VFW Kings Park 5796 Cmdr. Eric 
Burnett, American Legion Post 944 Cmdr. Hans 
Richter, American Legion Post 944 member 
Phil Barczak and Superintendent of Kings Park 
Central School District Timothy Eagen.

Burnett acknowledged the branches of 
the U.S. military, giving a brief historical 
background of each, and paid tribute as members 

of some branches in attendance cheered when 
they were mentioned.

Richter pointed out that this year marks the 
100th anniversary of their American Legion Post 
and spoke about Donald C. Munro, a veteran of 
World War I for whom the post is named.

“He was a Kings Park resident, served 
the community as a plumber, and when his 
nation called for his service in World War I, he 
answered, and that’s where he died,” Richter 
said. “Veterans run deep in Kings Park. We 
have names on our memorial in the plaza 
going back to the Revolutionary War — it is 
very humbling.”

Barczak said it is the veterans who have 
given America its freedom of religion, speech, 
the press, a right to a fair trial, the right to vote, 
and it is the veteran “who salutes the flag, serves 
under the flag and has given us the freedom to 
proudly wave our flag.”

Eagen spoke about how Kings Park schools 
teach their youth “the importance of service, and 
the history and significance of Veterans Day,” 
where students honor local veterans with meals, 
letters, hugs, handshakes and saying, “Thank 
you for your service.”

The wreaths were laid beside the memorial 
stone at Veterans Plaza, which states, “This 
monument is dedicated to those who made 
the supreme sacrifice and to others of our 
community who served honorably in our 
country’s wars.”

100 years of valor 100 years of valor 
 Kings Park pays homage during 

Veterans Day parade

The Kings Park community recognizes Veterans Day with a memorial parade on Saturday, Nov. 11. Photos by Michael Scro/Media Origin
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PEOPLE 
of the YEAR

Each year, with our readers’ help, 
we honor the people who have contributed in the communities we serve.

❖
The honorees are profiled in a special edition at the end of the year.

❖
Nominate your choice(s) by emailing  desk@tbrnewsmedia.com

❖

Please include your name and contact information, 
the name and contact information of the individual you’re nominating 

and why he or she deserves to be a Person of the Year.
❖

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 1, 2023



PAGE A6 • TIMES OF SMITHTOWN • NOVEMBER 16, 2023

Charge it on MasterCard or VISA

Card # 

Exp. Date                           

Security CVV#  

Zip Code 

���������������������������
����
������
�	��
���
��������������
�	�

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA

P.O.  BOX 707  • SETAUKET, NY 11733
Please allow 4-6 weeks to start delivery and for any changes.

EXCELLENCE. WE MAKE AN ISSUE OF IT EVERY WEEK.

©174410

  The Village TIMES HERALD
 The Village BEACON RECORD
 The Port TIMES RECORD
 The TIMES of Smithtown
 The TIMES of Huntington  & Northports
 The TIMES of Middle Country

SELECT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Out of County, additional $15 year.

Use this form to mail your  subscription 
or call 631–751–7744 or online at 

tbrnewsmedia.com

1 YEAR
$5900

2 YEARS
$9900

3 YEARS
$11900

SELECT LENGTH OF SUBSCRIPTION

Name

Address

State          Zip

Phone

Email

Plus get all of our
other supplements 

over the year 
with your paid 
subscription.

To One of Our Award Winning Weekly
Newspapers and Receive a Copy of

Times
HARVEST

Subscribe Today

2023 HARVEST TIMES IS A SPECIAL PUBLICATION OF TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA 
SEASONAL SAMPLER

Harvest TimesHarvest TimesHarvest Times

Our Guide to
Fun in the Fall

on the North Shore! 

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers offers a cash reward for information that leads to an 
arrest. Anyone with information about these incidents can contact Suffolk County 

Crime Stoppers to submit an anonymous tip by calling 1-800-220-TIPS.

Traffic stop leads to marijuana seizure
Just under 300 pounds of marijuana 

was seized at a traffic stop on the Sunken 
Meadow State Parkway on Nov. 8, New York 
State Police said.

A trooper on patrol pulled over a 2015 
Chevy Suburban for a vehicle and traffic 
infraction on the northbound Sunken 
Meadow Parkway, south of Pulaski Road, in 
the Town of Smithtown around 1:30 p.m. The 
driver, Peash Rahman, 29 of Queens, was 
found to be allegedly impaired by drugs and 
arrested, police said. Rahman was also found 
to be in possession of nearly 300 pounds of 
marijuana inside the Chevy.

Rahman was charged with allegedly 
driving while ability impaired by drugs (a 
felony - prior convictions) and first-degree 
criminal possession of cannabis (a D felony).
Islandia man arrested for 14 burglaries

Suffolk County Police arrested an 
Islandia man on Nov. 11 for allegedly 
burglarizing four businesses a total of 14 
times during the past 11 months.

Following an investigation by Fifth 
Squad detectives, Christopher Lacker 
was identified as the man who allegedly 
committed multiple burglaries at storage 
facilities within the confines of the Fourth 
and Fifth Precinct between December 7, 
2022 and November 9, 2023. 

During each burglary, Lacker allegedly 
entered storage facilities, cut locks from 
individual storage units, and stole property 
from within. Lacker, who was located by 
detectives at his home on November 11 
at 4:33 p.m., burglarized the following 
locations:

• Public Storage, located at 770 Nesconset 
Highway in Nesconset, on December 7, 
2022.

• Extra Space Storage, located at 3016 
Express Drive in Islandia, on February 24 
and 28, September 29, October 3, 4, 13 and 
14, November 8 and 9, 2023.

• Extra Space Storage, located at 1590 
Lakeland Ave. in Bohemia, on Sept. 27, 
2023

• Public Storage, located at 745 Calebs 
Path, Hauppauge, on October 16, 2023.

Lacker, 42, was charged with 14 counts 
of Burglary 3rd Degree and one count 
of Criminal Possession of a Controlled 
Substance 7th Degree.

The following incidents have been reported by Suffolk County Police:

—  COMPILED BY HEIDI SUTTON

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

Visit www.tbrnewsmedia.com/police for more 
press releases from the Suffolk County Police.

Wanted for grand larceny
Do you recognize this man?  Photo from SCPD

Suffolk County Crime Stoppers and Suffolk 
County Police Fourth Squad detectives are 
seeking the public’s help to identify and locate 
a man who allegedly stole a snowblower from 
Cutting Edge Power Equipment, located at 
234A Carroll Avenue in Lake Ronkonkoma 
on November 3. The snowblower was valued 
at approximately $1,100.

Suffolk County 
Crime Stoppers and 
Suffolk County Police 
Fourth Precinct Crime 
Section officers are 
seeking the public’s 
help to identify and 
locate a man who 
allegedly stole a pair of 
Dr. Martens boots from 
Famous Footwear, 
located at 1770 
Veterans Memorial 
Highway in Islandia on 
October 19.

Wanted for petit larceny

Do you recognize this 
man?  Photo from SCPD
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TOWNLINE RAIL: 
WHY KINGS PARK?

This ash is created from incinerated trash collected in the Towns of 
Smithtown and Huntington only. 

Townline Rail will not have the capacity to handle all 
of Long Island’s ash and debris.

There are six active or proposed rail transport facilities on 
Long Island — all of which are local solutions to managing 
local ash and debris. 

Town of Smithtown recognizes the environmental and cost benefits 
to the taxpayers of shipping its ash by rail versus trucking it off 
Long Island (2015 Draft Comprehensive Plan). 

Townline Rail is a proposed alternative to trucking locally generated incinerator ash from the Huntington-Smithtown 
waste-to-energy facility as well as Construction & Demolition debris off Long Island once the Brookhaven landfill is closed.  

140 Old Northport Road
Kings Park, New York 11754

631 368 4000   |   CarlsonCorp.com

Town of Smithtown recognizes the environmental and cost benefits 

Townline Rail will save taxpayers 
money, create jobs, and benefit 
the environment. To learn more 
visit www.townlinerail.com

Proposed Townline Rail Terminal
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BY CAROLYN SACKSTEIN
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

I am a consumer of news.
In addition to writing for TBR 

News Media, I read, watch and listen 
to various news formats. The troubling 

reports of 
harassment and 
intimidation of 

poll workers across this country have 
both saddened and angered me.

I have long believed that citizens 
must actively engage in the democratic 
process. I get a thrill each time I vote. 
And so, it became incumbent upon me 
to do more than just vote and donate 
to organizations that promote the 
election process.

My journey to do more started in 
September when I participated in a 
League of Women Voters of Suffolk 
County event in Patchogue. After 
learning that there was a shortage of 
election workers, I was determined to 
do my part.

After the event, during which I 
handed out voter registration forms and 
voter information literature, I drove to 
the Suffolk County Board of Elections 
at 700 Yaphank Ave. in Yaphank. I was 

greeted by a friendly and professional 
staff, who assisted me in signing up for 
a position as an election inspector.

They verified that I met the 
requirements. The staff asked which of 
the yearly training dates I would prefer 
to attend. I was then informed that I 
would receive a letter confirming the 
date, place and time of my training.

Training occurred at Brookhaven 
Town Hall and was conducted by 
a SCBOE employee. Each trainee 
received a detailed booklet. The 
three-hour class covered matters 
of election law. The procedures for 

opening and closing the election site 
were quite detailed.

Yes, there was a test at the end of 
the class. Each prospective election 
inspector was required to pass the test 
before being certified and sworn in with 
an oath of office. Election inspectors 
are compensated for required training 
sessions and when they work on 
early-voting days and on Election 
Day at an assigned polling site. Before 
leaving, we were told to expect a letter 
in October that would inform us to 
report to our assigned site at 5 a.m. on 
Election Day.

On Tuesday, Nov. 7, I walked into 
my assigned polling site at 4:57 a.m. It 
was only five minutes from my house. 
An experienced co-worker greeted me. 
As the three other workers arrived, 
we began the setup process. We were 
fortunate in that our location served 
only one election district. Other sites 
may have multiple election districts. 

Our first voter arrived seconds after 
6 a.m. The remainder of the day passed 
as a continuous stream of voters moved 
through the signature verification 
process and received their ballots. Our 
experienced coordinator helped those 
who needed assistance with a variety 
of issues.

Four people did not show up 
to work. As a result of being short-
handed, we did not have any “breaks.” 
We watched for a lull in the line so we 
could go to the restroom. Rarely was 
the line backed up, and never by more 
than about seven people.

Next year, the demand for poll 
workers will be greater due to an 
expected larger turnout.

The main complaint was from 
people who did not recall getting 
instructions on their polling location 
and arrived at the wrong place. We 

verified their polling site and, if needed, 
provided directions. 

The voting public was courteous, 
and many thanked us for our efforts. 
One voter overheard our coordinator 
mention to a co-worker that he had 
not eaten all day. The voter returned 
with a dozen donuts to be shared. His 
appreciation and kindness made the 
long day worthwhile.

Polls closed at 9 p.m. We packed up 
and secured all equipment and ballots. 
Our day ended at 11 p.m.

As a first-timer, I had been a 
bit anxious. I was blessed with 
patient, helpful and supportive co-
workers. My primary takeaway? 
Becoming an election inspector was 
worthwhile, fulfilling and deeply 
satisfying. I felt safe.

I encourage everyone who 
qualifies to become an election 
inspector. It is a singularly 
edifying and enriching experience. 
To lend a helping hand for the 
betterment of our democracy, 
please visit www.elections.ny.gov/
becomepollworker.html.

The writer is a reporter for TBR 
News Media.

OUR TURN

My experience as a first-time poll workerMy experience as a first-time poll worker

Voting booths at Rocky Point High School. File photo by Kyle Barr
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BY DANIEL DUNAIEF
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

Stony Brook University named Joseph 
Pierce, associate professor in the Department 
of Hispanic Languages and Literature, the 
inaugural director of a Native American and 

Indigenous Studies 
effort as the university 
plans to hire three new 

faculty in this nascent undertaking.
Next year, the southern flagship school 

of the State University of New York plans 
to add staff in the English Department, 
Women’s Gender and Sexuality Studies 
and Anthropology.

“I have been eager for this to start,” said 
Pierce, a member of the Cherokee Nation 
who has been at the university for a decade. 
“We have so much to contribute to broader 
discussions that are happening around the 
world. The university is better by including 
Native American studies.”

Andrew Newman, professor and current 
chair of the Department of English, who 
is also chair of a committee advising Axel 
Drees, interim dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, described Pierce as having a “real 
national profile,” adding that he was the “right 
person to be the founding director.”

Starting next fall, students at the university 
can minor in Native American and Indigenous 
Studies, where they can study the history, art, 
social and political interests, languages and 
cultures of Indigenous peoples.

The focus on Native American Studies will 
emphasize transdisciplinary topics such as 
environmental justice and sustainability.

Earlier this year, Stony Brook won a 
competition to develop Governors Island as a 
climate solutions center [see story, “SBU will 
develop $700M climate center on Governors 
Island,” April 26, TBR News Media].

Indigenous scholars should have a “seat at 
the table,” said Newman, “as they are globally 
one of the demographics most impacted by 
climate change.”

Islands in the Pacific are disappearing, 
Guam is undergoing “significant environmental 
degradation,” and fires in the Pacific Northwest 
and leaking pipelines in the United States 
and Canada are “disproportionately affecting 
Indigenous peoples,” Pierce added.

Indigenous groups relate to the land in a 
way that’s different from others, approaching 
it as stewards and caretakers, Pierce said.

“We see land as a relative,” he noted. 
“We’re asking very different questions about 
what it means to care for a place and to care 
for the environment and to care for the life that 
sustains it.”

The New York City government proposed 
plans for flood relief on the lower East 
Side of Manhattan in the event of future 
storms like Hurricane Sandy. The proposals 
included building massive walls and raising 

elevated platforms, including clearing 
thousands of trees.

Numerous indigenous groups objected and 
protested against such plans, Pierce said.

In an email, Carl Lejuez, Stony Brook 
University’s provost, suggested that a 
significant piece of Governors Island is climate 
justice, so the link between the Governors 
Island effort and indigenous peoples “fits 
naturally with the goals of the New York 
Climate Exchange.”

Lejuez credited Drees as a “driver of this in 
collaboration with Professor Pierce.” Lejuez 
added that his office is “definitely providing 
support to see it come to fruition.”

The most crucial component in the start of 
this effort is hiring faculty.

“If we build the core faculty across 
the university, we can definitely consider 

expanding research and curriculum 
opportunities,” Lejuez wrote.

Student interest
Students from the Anthropology 

Department recently invited Pierce to give a 
talk about some of his current research.

“It was evident that a lot of them have an 
interest in working toward understanding 
humanity, what it means to be human,” he 
said. They also have an understanding of how 
anthropology as a discipline has sometimes 
historically “adopted rather unscientific and 
proto-eugenic methods” in describing and 
analyzing Indigenous Peoples.

Students are eager for an alternative 
perspective on the acquisition and acceptance 
of knowledge.

Pierce believes students have considerable 

interest in Native American Studies. His 
courses about Latin American indigenous 
populations are full.

“There are numerous students who are 
interested in Native American and Indigenous 
studies but don’t quite have a cohesive plan 
of study that’s available to them,” Pierce said. 
“This is remedying that disconnection.”

Long Island students grow up in numerous 
towns and communities with Native American 
names, such as Sachem, Wyandanch, Montauk 
and Setauket.

Newman added that the staff hopes the new 
effort can do some “outreach to local schools 
and provide professional development with 
kindergarten through 12th-grade teachers. 
It would be an important mission for the 
university to educate Long Island as a whole 
about Native culture.”

UNIVERSITY

SBU names Pierce Native American Studies director, plans new hiresSBU names Pierce Native American Studies director, plans new hires

Above, Joseph Pierce, associate professor in the Department of Hispanic Languages and Literature and the inaugural director of Stony Brook University’s Native American and Indigenous Studies program. Bottom left, 
Axel Drees, interim dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Bottom right, Andrew Newman, professor and chair of the Department of English. Photos courtesy Stony Brook University



NOVEMBER 16, 2023 • TIMES OF SMITHTOWN • PAGE  A9

BY DANIEL DUNAIEF
DESK@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

It started on Friday, Oct. 13, and concluded 
with a near photo finish the next day.

Viviana Cueva Gomez, who was getting close 
to her due date, went to St. Charles Hospital with 

her husband Bryan at 
around 7 p.m., when she 
started to feel discomfort.

The medical staff admitted her to the hospital, 
where she and Bryan anticipated the delivery of 
their first child.

Around 3 a.m. on the 14th, Anita Gomez, 
who is married to Viviana’s brother and was 
also pregnant, began to experience contractions, 
which sent her to Port Jefferson-based St. Charles 
Hospital as well.

At one point during the night, Viviana 
suspected that her sister-in-law was at the hospital.

Viviana asked the hospital staff if they could 
confirm that Anita was on the same floor.

The hospital, however, couldn’t give her that 
information because of confidentiality rules.

At some point during the next day, 
Viviana’s husband Bryan bumped into his 
brother-in-law Byron.

“I didn’t know my sister was there,” said 
Byron. “When I saw Bryan, we were joking” 
about how their sons were coming on the 
same day.

Indeed, as that Saturday wore on, Dr. Sarah 
Karalitzky performed C sections on both women.

Despite coming to the hospital second, Anita 
won the birth race, delivering her son Thiago at 
4:26 p.m., while Viviana gave birth to Mattias 
soon thereafter, at 5:45 pm.

Separated by just over an hour with their 
birth times, the cousins were also just over half a 
pound different in weight: Thiago weighed in at 8 
pounds, one ounce, while Mattias was 7 pounds, 
10 ounces.

Big announcements
The extended family work in the same 

business, towing and fixing cars at S&B Auto 
Repair in Middle Island.

Viviana recalls the moment her brother shared 
the big news with their father Secundo at work.

Byron “started to tell my dad,” she said. 
“Everyone asks him what happened, is someone 
here [having] a baby?”

The family looked at Anita, who also works 
at S&B.

“Yes,” Byron said, “but someone else is, too.”
Their father looked at his daughter.
“Viviana, you?” he asked.
When she nodded, he jumped up and clapped 

for the impending arrival of two grandchildren.
“We didn’t believe we would deliver the same 

day, but things happen,” Viviana said.
Viviana, 31, and Byron, 29, have two other 

siblings, neither of whom is married and has 
children.

In addition to this momentous day, the 

extended Gomez family, who are originally from 
Ecuador, is having a memorable year, with a 
cousin giving birth this past June while another 
cousin is expecting a child in January.

“My family is growing a lot this year,” said 
Viviana, who lives in Medford.

Expectations for the cousins
Byron and Viviana anticipate that the two 

cousins, who were born one room apart at St. 
Charles Hospital and who each left the hospital 
the following Tuesday, Oct. 17, will be close.

“They’re going to be like brothers,” predicted 
Byron, who lives in Coram.

The two families haven’t yet decided whether 
they would consider having joint birthday parties 
for the Libras, whose Zodiac sign is, perhaps 

fittingly, represented by two equal parts of a scale.
A friend suggested the two cousins “don’t 

have to share the same day” for future birthday 
celebrations, said Viviana. Their friend wants to 
“go to two different parties” to celebrate each of 
their births.

A beaming brother
Thiago’s brother Dereck, who just turned 

five, is already fond of his younger sibling.
“He says he’s going to share TV and toys 

with him,” said his father Byron. “All the time, 
he’s kissing him. He really loves him.”

Indeed, Dereck used to play with a friend, 
but he only wants to be with his younger 
brother. When Dereck speaks to Thiago, he 
tells him he loves him and asks his father to 

translate his newborn brother’s movements 
and sounds.

“I say that he loves you, too,” said Byron.
Karalitzky, who delivered both babies, said 

staff members were caught up in the excitement.
An OB-GYN, Karalitzky feels “lucky to be 

in a field where the vast majority of the time, 
she’s able to be a part of good news and a 
happy day” in people’s lives. For the extended 
family, the shared birthday ensures that people 
“will always remember your birthday.”

Karalitzky, who has been at St. Charles 
Hospital for 10 years, should know: she was 
born on her mother’s birthday.

Her mom “always made it a special day,” 
Karalitzky said. “Every year, she’d say, ‘This 
is the best birthday present ever.’”

COMMUNITY

Cousins born just over an hour apart at St. Charles HospitalCousins born just over an hour apart at St. Charles Hospital

On the left are Viviana Cueva Gomez and Bryan Cueva with their son Mattias. On the right are Byron and Anita Gomez with their second son Thiago. Viviana and Byron are siblings. Photo courtesy St. Charles Hospital
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(877) 516-1160

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home 

or away, protect what 

matters most from 

unexpected power 

outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.
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TO SUBSCRIBE
CALL 751-7744
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TOP CASH PAID FOR ALL

TRUCKS, CARS, & VANS.

Highest prices paid for fixable

v e h i c l e s . C a l l M a r k

631-258-7919. SEE DISPLAY

AD FOR MORE INFORMA-

TION.

JUNK CARS BOUGHT!

We’ll Beat Any Price.

Call 631-500-1015. SEE DIS-

PLAY AD FOR MORE IN-

FORMATION.

***AAA*** AUTO BUYERS High-

est Cash Paid, All Years/ Con-

ditions, WE VISIT YOU, Or

Donate, Tax Deduct + Cash.

DMV ID#1303199. Call LUKE

516-VAN-CARS. 516-297-2277

Automobiles/Trucks
Vans/Rec Vehicles

From Cold Spring Harbor to Wading River – TBR NEWS MEDIA • Six Papers...Plus Our Website...One Price

631.331.1154 or 631.751.7663 • tbrnewsmedia.com

CLASSIFIEDS

CELLO HARD CASE Black,

very good condition, $50

631-751-1145 or 516-320-0983.

CARPENTERS TOOL BELT

w/suspenders

A s k i n g $ 3 0 . 0 0 C a l l

631-744-3722.

10FT LADDER for sale $25,

631-473-0963.

Finds Under 50

LOW COST HEALTH COV-

ERAGE. Government subsidies

available for families earning

$111,000 or less a year. See if

you qualify. Call for your free

quote! 1-877-550-1238

Financial Services

COMPANION P/T

Semi retired teacher available

fo r L igh t cook ing , l i gh t

housekeeping, local driving,

references. Call 631-743-9950.

Elder Care

HEARING AIDS!! High-quality

rechargeable, powerful Audien

hearing aids priced 90% less

than competitors. Tiny and

NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day

money back gua ran t ee !

855-598-5898

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-

APY USERS! Discover Oxygen

Therapy That Moves with You

with Inogen Portable Oxygen

Concentrators. FREE informa-

tion kit. Call 888-514-3044

Health, Fitness & Beauty

TWO PET CARRIERS wheeled,

never used, suitable up to 15lbs

each, fits under airline seats

$50, 631-689-9226.

FLUORESCENT LIGHT

FIXTURE 4 foot 2 bulb Asking

$20.00 Call 631-744-3722

Cement Pavers (2 1/2” inch),

tan, mixed 9X13, 9X9 .50 each

631-941-4425.

Finds Under 50

Savings shown over aggregated 

single item base price. Standard S&H applies.

Exp. 12/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

1.877.592.1351 ask for 74222DRF

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8463

Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)

4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)

4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)

4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)

4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)

8  FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222DRF     separately $221.94

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     
$9999

– MAKES A –

GREAT GIFT

1
7

7
9

2
0

Rescued Animals 
For Adoption 
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608 Route 112 • Port Jefferson Station
631.473.6333

@saveapetanimalrescue @saveapetanimalrescue

Grace and Peter are 
only two fabulous pets 
for adoption at Save A 
Pet. Come down for a 
meet and greet!

Classified Early Deadline

for publication November 23, 2023
The deadline is Monday 11/20/23 at 12:00pm

©178540

TRAVELING?

Need someone to check on your

home?

Contact Tender Loving Pet

Care, LLC. We’re more than just

p e t s . I n s u r e d / B o n d e d .

631-675-1938

Housesitting Services

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!

50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE

Shipping! 100% guaranteed.

CALL NOW! 855- 413-9574

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE

CHANGED!!! Make sure your

plan will meets your needs in

2024. Our licensed agents can

review the changes, address

your needs and make sure you

aren’t overpaying! For a free

q u o t e , C a l l n o w !

1-866-766-2316

Health, Fitness & Beauty

MUSIC LESSONS

HOME / VIRTUAL

Guitar, Piano, Strings and more

Introductory Rates for new stu-

dents, Also Piano Tuning and

Repairs.

Stringsoundstudios.com

O 631-476-8946,

C 631-223-6899

BLUES MAN PIANO TUNING

Certified piano technician,

631-681-9723,

bluesmanpianotuning@gmail.

com,

www.bluesmanpianotuning.com

Musical Instruments

HAPPY JACK® LIQUIAVICT

2X® is recognized safe & effec-

tive against hook & round worms

by the USCVM. Doub le

strength, 3 year stability. At

Tr a c t o r Supp l y® (www.

happyjackinc.com)

Miscellaneous

SCIENCE, MATH & SPECIAL

ED TUTORING

Expe r i enced , re fe rences

available and reasonable rates.

Call 631-743-9950.

PIANO - GUITAR - BASS

All ages-levels-styles.

Many local references.

Recommended by all area

s c h o o l s . To n y M a n n ,

631-473-3443, 631-332-6005

Schools/Instruction/
Tutoring

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 Months

on Us! Watch pro and college

sports LIVE. Plus over 40 re-

gional and specialty networks

included. NFL, College Football,

MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more.

Some restrictions apply. Call

DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918
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FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-5473
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Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
�������������������������������������
��������
�	��������
��������
�������������������������������
��������������������

CALL TODAY (877) 651-1637

• Medicaid

• SNAP

• SSI

• WIC

• Veterans Pension

• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits

• Tribal Assistance Program

• Housing Assistance

�����������������������������������
�����
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FREE FREE FREE

Merchandise 
under
$50 15 words
1 item only.
Fax•Mail•E-mail
Drop Off
Include Name, 
Address, Phone #

The Classifieds Section is published by TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA every Thursday. Leah S. Dunaief, Publisher, 

Sheila Murray, Classifieds Director. We welcome your comments and ads. 

TIMES BEACON RECORD NEWS MEDIA will not be responsible for errors after the first week’s insertion. Please check your ad care-

fully. • Statewide or Regional Classifieds also available - Reach more than 7 million readers in New York’s community newspapers. 

Line ads 25 words : Long Island region $69 - $129 – New York City region $289 - $499 – Central region $29 - $59 – Western region 

$59 - $99 - Capital region $59 - $99 – all regions $389 - $689 words. $10 each additional word. Call for display ad rates.

INDEX

• Garage Sales

• Announcements

• Antiques & Collectibles

• Automobiles/Trucks etc.

• Finds under $50

• Health/Fitness/Beauty

• Merchandise

• Personals

• Novenas

• Pets/Pet Services

• Professional Services

• Schools/Instruction/Tutoring

• Wanted to Buy

• Employment

• Cleaning

The Village TIMES HERALD  
The Village BEACON RECORD  

The Port TIMES RECORD
The TIMES of Smithtown 

The TIMES of Middle Country
The TIMES of Huntington,

Northport & East Northport

tbrnewsmedia.com 

GENERAL OFFICE

631–751–7744 

Fax 631–751–4165

This Publication is Subject  to All Fair Housing Acts

The following are some of our available categories listed in the order in which they appear.

MAIL ADDRESS
TBR News Media
Classifieds Department
P.O. Box 707

Setauket, NY 11733

EMAIL

class@tbrnewsmedia.com

SPECIALS*
*May change without notice

DISPLAY ADS Call for rates.

• FIRST 20 WORDS
(40¢ each additional word)

1 Week     $29.00
4 Weeks   $99.00

BASIC AD RATES

ACTION AD
20 words
$44 for 4 weeks
for all your used
merchandise

GARAGE SALE

ADS $29.00

20 words

Free 2 signs with 

placement of ad

REAL ESTATE

DISPLAY ADS

Ask about our 

Contract Rates.

EMPLOYMENT

Buy 2 weeks of 

any size BOXED 

ad get 2 weeks 

free 

DEADLINE:

Tuesday 
 at Noon

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Friday 10:00 am–4:00 pm

OFFICE • IN-PERSON
TBR News Media
185 Route 25A
(Bruce Street entrance)
Setauket, NY 11733
Call: 631-331-1154 or
631-751-7663

CONTACT CLASSIFIEDS:

(631) 331–1154 

or (631) 751–7663

Fax (631) 751–4165

class@tbrnewsmedia.com

tbrnewsmedia.com

WE ARE: CONTACT US:

• Computer Services

• Electricians

• Financial Services

• Furniture Repair

• Handyman Services

• Home Improvement

• Lawn & Landscaping

• Painting/Wallpaper

• Plumbing/Heating

• Power Washing

• Roofing/Siding

• Tree Work

• Window Cleaning

• Real Estate

 • Residential Property

 • Commercial Property

 • Out of State Property

©
9

8
6

1
9

1
7
7
9
0
0

Switch to DISH for access to every professional football game
this fall on YouTube, Prime Video, Peacock,  and ESPN+

Plus, get the Multi-Sport Pack on us!
Sign up for AT120+ or above and get 15 additional
sports channels with the Multi-Sport Pack at no cost.

DISH has the most college football with SEC, ACC, Big Ten,
Pac-12, and Longhorn Networks. 

Switch to DISH for access to every professional football game
this fall on YouTube, Prime Video, Peacock,  and ESPN+

Plus, get the Multi-Sport Pack on us!
Sign up for AT120+ or above and get 15 additional
sports channels with the Multi-Sport Pack at no cost.

DISH has the most college football with SEC, ACC, Big Ten,
Pac-12, and Longhorn Networks. 
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*

DON’T MISS ANY OF THE ACTION!

8,000 TOUCHDOWNS
O N E  P L A C E  T O  W AT C H !

Plus, Multi-Sport Pack Included for a Limited Time

1-866-782-4069

3-year price guarantee requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core programming, local networks, and equipment. All packages, programming, and offers are 
subject to change without notice. New customers only. Must subscribe to AT120+ or above or DishLATINO Max by 11/13/23. Multi-Sport Pack access ends 1/11/24. Offer subject to 
change without notice. Local blackouts and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require separate subscription.

*FOR QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS

SWITCH TO

DISH & GET UP TO A

$100 GIFT CARD!

100$

1
7

7
8

4
0
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LET STEVE DO IT

Clean-ups, yards, basements,

whole house, painting, tree

work, local moving and

anything else. Totally

overwhelmed?

Call Steve @ 631-745-2598,

leave message.

LET STEVE DO IT

Clean-ups, yards, basements,

whole house, painting, tree

work, local moving and

anything else. Totally

overwhelmed?

Call Steve @ 631-745-2598,

leave message.

Clean-Ups

MR SEWERMAN CESSPOOL

SERVICE All types of cess-

pool servicing, all work guar-

anteed, family owned and op-

e r a t e d s i n c e 1 9 8 5 ,

631-924-7502.

Licensed and Insured.

Cesspool Services

LONG HILL CARPENTRY

45 years experience

All phases of home im-

provement. Old & Historic Res-

torations. Mastercard/Visa Lic.

#H22336/Ins. 631-751-1764

longhill7511764@aol.com

Carpentry

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154S E R V IC E S

PUBLISHER’S EMPLOY-

MENT NOTICE: All employ-

ment advertising in this news-

paper is subject to section 296

of the human rights law which

makes it illegal to advertise

any preference, limitation or

discrimination based on race,

color, creed, national origin,

disability, marital status, sex,

age or arrest conviction record

or an intention to make any

such preference, limitation or

discrimination. Title 29, U.S.

Code Chap 630, excludes the

Federal Gov’t. from the age

discrimination provisions. This

newspaper will not knowingly

accept any advertising for em-

ployment which is in violation

of the law. Our readers are in-

formed that employment offer-

ings advertised in this newspa-

per are available on an equal

opportunity basis.

Help Wanted

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154E M PL OY M E N T / C A R E E R S

PRESERVATION &

RESTORATION

Give your home furniture a

facelift, refinish, a new look, re-

fresh, make it look great again,

46 yrs exp., Family Owned,

Vincent Alfano 631-707-1228

Furniture/Restoration/
Repairs

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000061

FINE SANDING &

REFINISHING

Wood Floor Installations

Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors LLC.

All work done by owner.

30 years experience.

L i c . # 4 7 5 9 5 - H / I n s u r e d .

631-875-5856

Floor Services/Sales

SMITHPOINT FENCE.

DEER PROBLEM? WE CAN

HELP! Wood, PVC, Chain Link,

Stockade. Free estimates.

Now offering 12 month interest

free financing.

Commercial/Residential.

70 Jayne Blvd., PJS. Lic.37690-

H/Ins. 631-743-9797

www.smithpointfence.com.

Fences

Place your ad by Tuesday noon and 
it will appear in that Thursday’s editions.
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Are You Hiring?
NANNY, NURSE, MEDICAL BILLER, CHEF, DRIVER,

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER, PRIVATE FITNESS TRAINER...?

Looking for a

Take advantage of our 
North Shore distribution. 

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIALS

CALL THE CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT
631-331-1154 or 631-751-7663

tbrnewsmedia.com ©
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ER...?

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
ADVERTISE HERE!

©FILL000050

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in

as little as ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18

months! Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts available. Call:

866-393-3636

ALL PHASES OF

HOME IMPROVEMENT

From attic to your basement,

RCJ Construction

www.rcjconstruction.com

commercial/residential, lic/ins

631-580-4518.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-

OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?

You need a local expert provider

that proudly stands behind their

work. Fast, free estimate.

Financing avai lable. Cal l

1-888-920-9937

Home Improvement

RTD SEAMLESS GUTTERS

free estimates, senior disocunt,

military discount, Ray Doino

516-527-1496 Rdoino3@yahoo.

com.

See our display ad for more

information

Gutters/Leaders

LUX DEVELOPMENT GROUP

Historical restorations, Exten-

sions & Dormers, Cedar siding

and Clapboard installation,

basement renovations, kitchen

& Bathrooms, doors & windows,

finished carpentry & moulding

Call 631-283-2266

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Home Repairs/
Construction

ADVERTISE 

FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000060

LAMPS FIXED, $65.

In Home Service!! Handy

Howard. My cell 646-996-7628

BLUSTAR RENOVATIONS

The North Shore’s Most Trusted

Renovation Experts.

631-751-0751

We love smaller jobs too!

Suffolk Lic. #48714-H, Ins.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

Home Improvement

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000061

SCREENED TOP SOIL

Mulch, compost, decorative

and driveway stone, concrete

pavers, sand/block/portland.

Fertilizer and seed.

JOS. M. TROFFA

MATERIALS CORP.

631-928-4665, www.troffa.com

Landscape Materials

SWAN COVE

LANDSCAPING

Lawn Maintenance, Clean-

ups, Shrub/Tree Pruning,

Removals. Landscape Design/

Installation, Ponds/Waterfalls,

Stone Walls. Firewood. Free

estimates. Lic/Ins.631-689-

8089

SETAUKET LANDSCAPE

DESIGN

Stone Driveways/Walkways,

Walls/Stairs/Patios/Masonry,

Brickwork/Repairs Land

Clearing/Drainage,Grading/

Excavating. Plantings/Mulch,

Rain Gardens.

Steve Antos, 631-882-7190

setauketlandscape.com

Serving Three Villages

Lawn & Landscaping

BOB’S PAINTING SERVICE

25 Years Experience.

Interior/Exterior Painting,

Spackling, Staining, Wallpaper

Removal, Staining and Deck

Restoration Power Washing.

Free Estimates. Lic/Ins. #17981.

631-744-8859

ALL PRO PAINTING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Power Washing, Staining,

Wallpaper Removal. Free

estimates. Lic/Ins #19604HI

631-696-8150. Nick

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

J O E ’ S G E N E R A L

CONTRACTING

All forms of masonry

LIC/INS, 631-744-0752.

SEE OUR DISPLAY AD FOR

MORE INFROMATION.

CARL BONGIORNO

LANDSCAPE/MASON

CONTRACTOR

All phases Masonry Work:Stone

Walls, Patios, Poolscapes. All

phases of Landscaping Design.

Theme Gardens. Residential &

C o m m e r c i a l . L i c / I n s .

631-928-2110

Masonry
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631.500.1015

JUNK CARS 
BOUGHT

LICENSED • BONDED

INSURED

DMV CERTIFIED

7002706

CALL US LAST WE’LL BEAT ANY PRICE
Lost keys or title no problem
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CALL USCALL US L

JJJJJ

Place your ad today 

Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154AU T OMO T I V E  S E R V IC E S

WANT TO

GROW
YOUR BUSINESS?
Call 631.331.1154 or

631.751.7663

Place your ad in our

HOME SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

for 13 or 26 weeks.

FREE BONUS WEEKS

& a free 13 or 26 
week subscription
to our newspaper.

©FILL000120

Place your ad today 

Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS

BOGO  

40
% OFF

OFFER ENDS 1/31

Available at participating locations

888-448-0421
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ADVERTISE 

FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000060

LA ROTONDA

PAINTING & DESIGN

Interior/exterior, sheetrock

repairs, taping/spackling, wall-

paper removal, faux, decorative

finishings. Free estimates. Lic.

#53278-H/Ins. Ross LaRotonda

631-689-5998

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

Place your ad today 

Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154S E R V IC E S

ADVERTISE FOR RESULTS

631-751-7663
FILL000061

WORTH PAINTING

“PAINTING WITH PRIDE”

Interiors/exteriors. Staining &

deck restorat ion, power-

washing, Finishing Carpentry,

shee t r o ck t ape / spack l i ng ,

carpentry/trimwork. Lead paint

certified. References. Free es-

timates. Lic./Ins. SINCE 1989

Ryan Southworth. SEE DIS-

PLAY AD FOR MORE INFO.

631-331-5556

Painting/Spackling/
Wallpaper

Local Press
3X More 
Trusted than
Social Media!
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Music Lessons In Your Home or On Line  
Guitar, Piano, Strings, Percussion and more  

Professional Instructors – All Styles 
• Special Introductory Rate for new students •

• Ask about our Piano Tuning and Repair service •

Visit Stringsoundstudios.com 
Offi ce: 631-476-8946 • Text: 631-223-6899

©
1

7
3

0
9

0

ABOVE ALL TREE SERVICE

Tree removal , pruning, topping,

stump grinding, Free Estimates

Call Bryan 631-928-4544

SEE OUR DISPLY AD FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

Tree Work

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL

PLANS! Up to 75%

More than 500 AIRLINES and

300,000 HOTELS across the

world. Let us do the research for

you for FREE! Call: 877 988

7277

Travel

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-855-478-9473
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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EXTRA! 

EXTRA! 

ADVERTISE 

HERE!
©FILL000049

ARBOR-VISTA TREE CARE

A COMPLETE TREE CARE

SERVICE devoted to the care

of trees. Maintenance pruning,

water-view work, sun-trimming,

elevating, pool areas, storm

thinning, large tree removal,

stump grinding. Wood chips.

Lic#18902HI. Free estimates.

631-246-5377

Tree Work

$$$ TOP CASH PAID $$$

ask for mark • 631-258-7919

All Trucks, Cars & Vans

Toyota, Honda, Nissan, Domestic/Foreign
Highest prices paid for fi xable vehicles. 

Also buy motorcycles and muscle cars.©
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Brad Merila
Certifi ed 
Piano Technician
6 Barnwell Lane, Stony Brook

631.681.9723
bluesmanpianotuning@gmail.com
bluesmanpianotuning.com

©171600

Blues
Man

Piano Tuning

RANDALL BROTHERS

TREE SERVICE

Planting, pruning, removals,

stump grinding. Free Estimates.

Fully insured.

LIC# 50701-H. 631-862-9291

PETE’S ARBOR CARE

SERVICE

Tree pruning & removals,

ornamentals & privacy hedge

pruning tree and shrub planting

631-835-7000, licensed and in-

sured owner operated, workers

comp certified. SEE OUR DIS-

PLAY AD FOR MORE IN-

FORMATION

Tree Work

R E L I A B L E W I N D O W

CLEAN ING Comme r c i a l

storefronts, residential windows,

power washing, Call or text Ben

at (631)942-2355 for your FREE

estimate.

Window Cleaning

SUNBURST TREE

EXPERTS

Since 1974, our history of cus-

tomer satisfaction is second to

none . Prun ing / remova ls /

planting, plant health care.

Insect/ Disease Management.

ASK ABOUT GYPSY MOTH

AND TICK SPRAYS

Bonded employees. Lic/Ins.

#8864HI 631-744-1577

Tree Work
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631-331-5556
    Licensed/Insured Since 1989

#37074-H; RI 18499-10-34230

Ryan Southworth

CERTIFIED

LEAD PAINT

REMOVAL

FREE

ESTIMATES

• Interiors • Exteriors
• Cabinet Refinishing, Staining & Painting
• Faux Finishes
• Power Washing
• Finishing Carpentry
• Tape & Spackling
• Staining & Deck Restoration

              BBB A1 Rating
          #1 Recommendation on BBB website

“We take pride in our work”

2022

Interi

2022

WINNER

©
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45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Full Service contractor – 
complete jobs from 

start to fi nish
Licensed H-22336 and fully insured

✔ All Phases of Home Improvement

✔ Old & Historic Home Restorations

✔ Extensions & Dormers

✔ Kitchens & Baths

✔ Siding & Windows

✔ Porches & Decks

✔ Aging in Place Remodeling

✔ Custom Carpentry: 

      Built-ins, Pantries, and More
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longhill7511764@aol.com

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

173140

Place your ad today 

Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S
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Lic. #48714-H  & Insured

www.BluStarNY.com

• Windows & Doors

• Siding & Roofi ng

• Kitchens & Baths

• Basements

• Additions & 

  New Construction

• Decks & Custom 

  Carpentry

(631) 751-0751

Renovations

RCJ
CO N S T R U C T I O N

From Your Attic To Your Basement

All Phases of Home Improvement

K I TC H E N S  •  B AT H R O O M S  •  D O O R S  • 
W I N D O W S  •  T I L E  •  F LO O R I N G 

C U S TO M  F I N I S H E D  C A R P E N T RY  &  M O L D I N G

www.rcjconstruction.com

(631) 580-4518
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL • LIC. #H-32198/INS | OWNER OPERATED
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SPECIALIZING IN

FINISHED BASEMENTS
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Brick & Stone Veneer

Concrete Pavers & Walls

Bluestone

Portland/Mortar

Sand/Block/Gravel

Railroad Ties & Tree Stakes

Screened Topsoil

Compost & Mulch

Seed & Lawn Control Products

Black/Brown/Red Mulch

Cobblestone-New & Used

Drainage Supplies & Castings

Boulders & Dive Rocks

Wall Stone

Cedar Mulch

Playground Woodchips

Super Peat

Tools & Equipment

70 COMSEWOGUE RD. | SUITE 9| EAST SETAUKET NY 11733

MULCH

&
TOPSOIL

www.troffa.com

631-928-4665

PROMPT DELIVERY

ALWAYS AVAILABLE

WANT TO

YOUR BUSINESS?
GROW

Place your ad in our

HOME SERVICES 

DIRECTORY 
for 13 or 26 weeks.

FREE BONUS WEEKS!

& a free 13 or 26 week

subscription to our

newspaper.

631.331.1154 or

631.751.7663 ©
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Craig Aliperti, Wood Floors, LLC

Fine Sanding
& Refi nishing

Wood Floor Installations
Old Wood Floors Made Beautiful

All Work Done By Owner

Formerly Of A Huntington Father & Son’s Business

Lic. #47595-H/Insured

631-875-5856

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

,

gg
gg

10% 
OFF
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INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

631–689–5998

Taping 

Spackling

Decorative
Finishes

Faux
Finishes

Power
Washing

Wallpaper

Removal

©
1

7
5

3
7

0

Lic. # 53278-H/Ins.

PAINTING &
DESIGN

RANDALL BROTHERS

TREE SERVICE

Planting    Grinding 

Free Estimates

       LIC# 50701-H ©177150

631-862-9291
516-319-2595 (cell & text)

Pete’s Arbor Care Service
• Tree Pruning & Removals
• Ornamentals & Privacy Hedge Pruning
• Tree and Shrub Planting
• Soil & Seed or Sod
• Land Clearing & Grading
• Stump Grinding 
• Bobcat and Bulldozing Equipment
• Day Rate for Pruning $2,900
 

(631) 835-7000
License 50185-H • Owner Operated 

Insured • Workers Comp Certifi ed
©157060

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S

RTD Seamless Gutters

Ray Doino

516.527.1496

Rdoino3@yahoo.com
LIC # HI-66863/Insured

SERVICES:

• 5” Gutter

• Gutter Cleanings

• 6” Gutters

• Colored Gutters

• Gutter Screens

• Gutter Repairs

©167960

FREE ESTIMATES  • SENIOR DISCOUNT • MILITARY DISCOUNT 
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(631) 744-1577

FREE ESTIMATES 

TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING 

TOPPING • STUMP GRINDING

Call Bryan: 631.928.4544
Email: AboveAllTree@live.com

AboveAllTree.comLIC. 33122-H

Above All Tree Service
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LAMPS 
FIXED

$65
In Home Service !!

Handy Howard

My Cell � 646-996-7628
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Joe’s 

General Contracting

631–744–0752

• All Forms of Masonry
• Driveways/Sidewalks
• Pavers/ Brick/Block Work
• Culture Stone

• Home Improvements
• New Construction
• Revitalization Projects
• Residential/Commercial

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCELic. 3637H Ins.
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UPDATE  YOUR HOME

Specializing in all phases of fencing:
Wood • PVC • Chain Link • Stockade
Now offering 12 month interest-free financing

FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL/
RESIDENTIAL

OVER 40 
YEARS

EXPERIENCE

DEER PROBLEM? WE CAN HELP.

New
Location

70 Jayne Blvd., Port Jeff Station
(631) 743-9797
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COMMERCIAL STOREFRONTS

RESIDENTIAL WINDOWS

POWER WASHING

CALL OR TEXT BEN AT (631)942-2355 FOR

YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

178390

Holiday Lighting
Professionals

Licensed and Insured
631-286-4600
www.ChristmasDecor.net

Make Your Home or Business Shine!

Let our elves light up your home or

business with custom designs 

installed and serviced throughout 

the holiday season, 

everything provided and

removed at the end 

of the holiday season.

FREE ESTIMATES

©173760
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Did You Know You Can See

TBR News Media’s Ads 

on the Internet? 

Go to tbrnewsmedia.com
FI
LL
0
0
0
1
0
8

ON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF

Limited Time Offer! SAVE!
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, 
10%  OFF

MADE IN THE U.S.A.
1.855.492.6084
FREE ESTIMATE

Expires 12/31/2023

Before After

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/. 
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4 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E NC E

O w n e r  O p e r a t e d 
S i n c e  1978

BOB’S PAINTING SERVICE

• Interiors • Exteriors

• Powerwashing

• Staining & 
  Deck Restoration

• Wallpaper Removal

• Gutter Cleaning

• Spackling & 
  Wall Restoration

FREE ESTIMATES

631-744-8859
Lic./Ins. (#17,981)

CALLS 

PROMPTLY 

RETURNED

REFERENCES
GLADLY
GIVEN
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ALL PRO PAINTING
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • POWERWASHING

CUSTOM WORK • STAINING • WALLPAPER REMOVAL

EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE

Nick Cordovano 631–696–8150

LICENSED #19604-H & INSURED ©175310

Place your ad today 
Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154HOM E  S E R V IC E S

Licensed #55203-H 

& Fully Insured

©
1

4
6

7
1

0
Historical Restorations 

Extensions & Dormers

Cedar Siding & Clapboard Installation

Basement Renovations

Kitchens & Bathrooms • Doors & Windows

Finish Carpentry & Moulding

Interior/Exterior Paint Restoration

Owner is a Three Village Resident for Over 30 Years

Licensed #55203-H 

& Fully Insured

luxdevelopment.com

631-283-2266

631-287-4700 • luxrestoration.com

Lux Development Group Inc.

24/7 Emergency Cleanup and Restoration

✓ Flood
✓ Sewage
✓ Storm Damage
✓ Fire Damage
✓ Basement Waterproofing
    and Finishing

Insurance Negotiation Specialists
Owner is a Three Village resident for over 30 years

Licensed ##55203-H and Fully insured

C������� W���������� 
� F�������� S���

VINCENT ALFANO FURNITURE RESTORATION
WWW.EXPERTFURNITURERESTORATION.COM

45 Years Experience

631.707.1228 • 343 So. Country Rd., Brookhaven

Licensed/Insured • Veteran Owned©178470

Give your home furniture a facelift
Refinish, a new look, refresh, make it look great again.

We do it all.

Family 
Owned

On Angie see our all 5 Star Reviews. 
Voted Best Quality and Service 24yrs in a row

Preservation and Restoration

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert
®

is always 
here for me.

®

, /
with GPS!

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

1
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SAVE 10%

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,

LET’S MAKE YOUR KITCHEN

MAGIC

ON YOUR FULL

KITCHEN REMODEL*

NEW CABINETS | CABINET REFACING | COUNTERTOPS | BACKSPLASHES

Discount applies to purchase of new cabinets or cabinet refacing with a countertop. Does not apply to countertop only. 

May not combine with other offers or prior purchases. Nassau: H1759490000  Suffolk: 16183-H  NY/Rockland: 5642

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/23

855.281.6439 | Free Quotes 

KITCHEN REMODELING EXPERTS

177880

• COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL 
• PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY 

SINGLE $189.00 4 weeks

DOUBLE $277.00 4 weeks

DEADLINE: TUESDAY NOON FOR THURSDAY’S PAPER.

CALL 631-751-7663 • 631-331-1154 ©
10

18
59

ADSADS

PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE

All real estate advertised here-

in is subject to the Federal Fair

Housing Act, which makes it

illegal to advertise “any prefer-

ence, limitation, or discrimina-

tion because of race, color, re-

ligion, sex, handicap, familial

status, or national origin, or in-

tention to make any such pref-

erence, limitation, or discrimi-

nation.”

We will not knowingly accept

any advertising for real estate

which is in violation of the law.

All persons are hereby in-

formed that all dwellings ad-

vertised are available on an

equal opportunity basis.

Real Estate Services

SETAUKET
High Visibility • 25A

Corner Offi  ce Suite with large plate glass window

Private bath • Own thermostat • Nicely decorated

OFF STREET PARKING

Village Times Building

Call: 631.751.7744

©
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Place your ad today 

Call 631.751.7663 or 631.331.1154R E A L  E STAT E

SETAUKET High Visibility, 25A,

corner office suite with large

plate glass window, private bath,

own thermostat, nicely deco-

rated, off street parking, Village

T i m e s B u i l d i n g , C a l l

631-751-7744.

Rentals

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT :

Office Space available for

Therapist/ Private Practitioner.

Share waiting room /restroom

with other practitioner. Prime

location on 25A in East

Setauket. Reasonable rent.

Available 12/1. Please contact

631-767-5153 with inquiries.

Rentals to Share

©
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BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG

small space

BIG 
RESULTS

BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG BIG

FREE GOLF-LIVE IN A COUN-

TRY CLUB at Bretton Woods, 3

bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths $3000,

Fairview Model- 2 bedroom, 1

1/2 baths $350,000 for sale,

S T R A T H M O R E E A S T

631-698-3400.

Rentals

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23. 

CALL NOW

855.564.2680

YOUR BATHROOM.   

YOUR WAY. 

IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE  

DAY

177870

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

177930

Renting OR Selling Your House?
TRY 

TIMES BEACON RECORD
N E W S PA P E R S

Our track record is the best of any local newspaper.
 Call us for special rates.

631-331-1154 OR

631-751-7663 ©101301

Buy 4 weeks ... 
Get 2 weeks free!

         SOUTH FLORIDA 
        PROPERTIES

Looking for a VACATION HOME and or RENTAL?

Contact me, a dual licensed broker in Florida & NY

A Long Island & South Florida resident for 20+ yrs.

Expert in the Palm Beach Co. & N. Broward Co. Areas

Drew Dunleavy Broker- 516-316-8864
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Have our leaders ever traveled 
along the Port Jeff Branch?

You can learn a great deal about 
the priorities of our elected officials 
by what they do and don’t do when 
it comes to delivering funding for 
transportation projects.

Over the past few days, U.S. Sens. 
Chuck Schumer [D-NY] and Kirsten 
Gillibrand [D-NY], joined by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul [D] and others, announced 
federal funding of $1.3 billion toward 
advancing the $1.6 billion East River 
Tunnel reconstruction, $1.6 billion 
toward the $3.1 billion Metro North 
Bronx East Penn Station Access, $3.4 
billion toward the $7.7 billion New 
York City Transit Second Avenue 
Subway Phase 2 and $3.8 billion toward 
Amtrak’s $16.8 billion Gateway Tunnel 

(for two new tunnels plus rehabilitation 
of two existing Hudson River tunnels 
connecting New Jersey with Penn 
Station) projects.

Not a dime as a down payment to 
pay for any National Environmental 
Policy Act review, additional 
planning or preliminary design and 
engineering for the $3 billion-plus 
MTA Long Island Rail Road double 
tracking electrification of the Port 
Jefferson Branch.

This seed money, in the millions, is 
necessary if these improvements to the 
LIRR Port Jefferson Branch can become 
eligible for any future Federal Transit 
Administration Capital Investment 
Grants New Starts Core Capacity Full 
Funding Grant Agreement for $1.5 
billion many years down the road.

Schumer, Gillibrand and Hochul, 
by their actions — or in this case, 
inaction — have clearly indicated no 
interest in supporting any advancement 
of future capital improvements to the 
Port Jefferson Branch. Commuters, 
residents, taxpayers, project advocates 
and others may want to consider 
withholding your potential campaign 
contributions and votes when they run 
for another term in office.

This is the only influence you have.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Editor’s note: The writer is a 
transportation analyst and former 
director for Federal Transit 
Administration Region 2.

Letter to the Editor

Editorial

“Thank you for your service.”
Especially around Veterans Day, we say and hear these words 

many times. We express our gratitude and appreciation for 
American veterans, those who risked it all so that we may enjoy 
our cherished American freedoms.

The freedom to speak one’s mind. The freedom to exercise one’s 
sincere religious convictions. The freedom to peaceably assemble 
and petition government — and the freedom of the press.

While we often take these freedoms for granted, we must 
remember that they are not guaranteed. Throughout our national 
history — from imperial Britain to the Confederate States to the 
Axis powers to al-Qaida — our enemies have sought to deprive us 
of our sacred freedoms. They have sought to undermine and wipe 
away our way of life and our democracy.

Standing in their way time and again have been American 
service members. To protect and defend our democratic norms 
and our way of life, veterans risked their lives, many paying the 
ultimate sacrifi ce.

Along the North Shore, we live among some of American 
history’s greatest patriots. No matter his or her tour of service, 
each veteran has a story to share. And crucially, many have carried 
the banner of service back into civilian life, building up our local 
communities and making this a better place to live.

We would be deeply troubled by the loss of local and national 
historical memory. Thankfully, we have history courses built 
into elementary and middle school curricula. We also enjoy and 
sincerely appreciate the efforts of local historical societies here 
preserving our history.

History gives us roots, establishing a sense of who we are 
and where we came from. To move forward as a community 
and nation, we must fi rst grasp how we arrived at where we are. 
Fortunately for us on Long Island, we have a path ahead.

At the former Rocky Point train station, a collection of 
veterans and local volunteers are building out the Suffolk County 
World War II and Military History Museum. This regional 
veterans museum, to be operated by VFW Post 6249, aims to tell 
the stories of local service members from across Long Island. The 
museum is slated to launch on Thursday, Dec. 7.

Since learning of this project, our staff has enthusiastically 
supported its mission. We believe the museum will help foster 
two of our central goals as a staff: informing locals about their 
community and inspiring love for this place we call home.

As this year’s Veterans Day services wind down, we can all 
help this museum get off the ground. The museum is actively 
seeking donations in the form of equipment, uniforms, combat 
supplies and other artifacts and memorabilia.

We ask our readers to honor a veteran in their own lives by 
donating. We urge all to help lend a hand — because these stories 
are too valuable to lose to history.

To donate, contact the museum’s curator, Rich Acritelli, by 
emailing richvack@yahoo.com.

Beyond ‘thank you’Beyond ‘thank you’ Over the next few months, voters and 
pundits alike will dissect and pontifi cate 
about how Long Island as a region could 
be a “red den” when voter registration is 
relatively even — it was 50/50 in 2020 
between Biden and Trump — and given 
Democratic party victories across other 
states, including Kentucky.

A familiar chorus making the rounds is 
saying that Democrats running as “GOP-
lite” is not an effective strategy. This theory 
effectively states that if consumers are given 
a choice between Coke and Diet Coke, they 
will invariably choose classic Coke — or the 
Republican candidate — over the Democratic 
GOP-lite candidate.

There is some curious credence 
to that theory as we are entering 
what I call the “voter silo” era of 
American politics, where the level of 
cross-pollination — namely voters 
spreading their ballot choices among 
Democrats and Republicans, as well as 
voters crossing party lines — is a rare 
phenomenon. This makes messaging to 
voters more complicated.

When I ran for Brookhaven Town highway 
superintendent in 2017 and 2019, I engaged in 
guerilla marketing, carrying a piece of asphalt 
around to depict how grave our infrastructure 
problem was. It was entertaining in every 
room I entered.

I would canvass neighborhoods, fi nd the 
worst road and open my statement with “Who 
took Chaplin Boulevard here?” or any other 
road in the area. “Well, I brought a piece of it 
here with me” to a chorus of laughter. I was 
able to lower the margins in some districts 
that were 75% red to 60% red, and in my 
hometown of Selden, fl ip districts 70% red to 
55% blue.

Guess what? I still lost, both times. 

Look, my opponent had a ton of money, 
the Republican and Conservative line, a 
12-year political career and the political 
machine behind him. While the voters we 
could get our message to were somewhat 
responsive, it is very hard to get a majority 
of red voters to cross over unless you have 
deep ties to the community you seek to 
represent in elected offi ce.

The only reason I fl ipped election districts 
in Selden and Centereach is because I played 
on the voters’ baseball teams or shoveled their 
driveways as a kid. Community ties matter.

Long Island as a region certainly has 
voters that will never leave the GOP 
silo no matter how much we hammer 
them on corruption, cronyism, career 
political careers or any of the other poll-

tested modicums of why America hates 
politicians. But, as one of my mentors 
and good friends, Rabia Aziz, has told me 
over and over, “We have to make political 
campaigns bottom up from the grassroots 
instead of top down.”

As Democrats, we tend to believe that our 
ideas will rule the day and that may be true, 
but at the end of the day, voters want to vote 
for someone they feel will represent their 
interests. This starts by identifying the issues 
that people care about: the disgraced park, the 
dilapidated shopping center, the broken road, 
the burnt-out streetlight. That’s local politics. 

U.S. Sen. Alfonse D’Amato (R-NY) was 
called “Senator Pothole” because he was 
known to personally get involved to fi x issues 
in the local community. His successor, U.S. 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
NY), has copied that business model to a tee.

Look, there are a litany of other issues 
including fusion voting (the practice 
should be legislatively banned by the 
state delegation) and money in local 
politics (some of these career politicians 
have more money than people running 
for Congress in other states). But at 
the end of the day, we have to cultivate 
community ties. My councilmember, 
Jonathan Kornreich (D-Stony Brook), 
was a school board member and civic 
leader before becoming councilmember.

As we analyze the results of the 
election and agonize over how we repair 
our relationship with the electorate, 
let’s remember there is no replacement 
for local community involvement in the 
very fabric of the issues that affect our 
neighborhoods.

The writer is the chair of the 
Brookhaven Town Democratic Committee.

Perspective: ‘Diet Coke’ Democrats not e� ective?
Honor veterans by preserving their historyHonor veterans by preserving their history

By Anthony R. Portesy

WRITE TO US … AND KEEP IT LOCAL 
We welcome your letters, especially those responding to our 

local coverage, replying to other letter writers’ comments and 
speaking mainly to local themes. Letters should be no longer 
than 400 words and may be edited for length, libel, style, good 
taste and uncivil language. They will also be published on our 
website. We do not publish anonymous letters. Please include 
an address and phone number for confi rmation. Email letters 
to: editor1@tbrnewsmedia.com or mail them to TBR News 
Media, P.O. Box 707, Setauket, NY 11733
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Just for fun during a break, I wandered around 
the office, asking staffers what they liked best 
about themselves and what they liked least. I 

got some interesting answers after assuring them 
they would not be identified nor fired as a result 
of their responses.
I would ask you the same question, dear reader. 

But first, perhaps you 
would like to know what 
some of the others said. 
These are not direct 
quotes but are intended to 
summarize the thoughts.
“ I like my ability to 
analyze a situation, to 
think it out,” said one. “By 
the same token, I don’t like 
that I tend to overthink 
issues and questions, 
like this one. Or my self-
criticism”
“I’m pleased that I’m 
steadfast and see my way 

through a project or a decision,” said another. 

“I’m not easily dissuaded or derailed.” What 
wasn’t appreciated? “I’m shrinking, losing height 
as I age.”
Here are some more comments, some delivered 
off the top of their heads; others after some 
premeditation, were emailed to me.
“Three things I like about myself: My sense 
of humor; my capacity for compassion and 
thoughtfulness, although it can be heartbreaking 
at times; and my ability to see multiple facets of 
a situation.” As far as dislikes: “Although I like 
being direct, sometimes I can be too direct and 
it may take people off guard; I don’t have much 
patience; I can’t seem to stick with an exercise 
regimen.” 
This same person added,” Well it’s been an 
interesting exercise. I have been doing a little 
experiment of my own with this. I’ve been asking 
my friends and family which has led to great 
conversations. So thank you for that!” 
Not having enough patience was often cited as a 
shortcoming. Other positives were offered with 
enthusiasm.
“Authenticity!”

“Comfortable in my own skin.!”
“Integrity!!”
“Good listener!”
“A good friend!”
“My curiosity!”
Another staffer referred to a sense of humor 
twice: “I like my humor—but sometimes it gets 
me into trouble.” This same person “cares about 
other people.”
“I like that I get along well with other people,” 
was shared with me by another. “I am a team 
player And I always pay my bills on time.” On 
the other hand, “I have a time management 
problem, and I worry too much. In fact, I worry 
about worrying too much.”
And here is an almost universal one. “I can’t stay 
on a diet!”
So it seems only fair that I tell you my top likes 
and dislikes. Here goes, dislikes first.
I’m a lifelong procrastinator. ‘Never do today 
what you can put off until tomorrow’ was a 
saying made for me. Now in my defense, I will 
suggest that there might be some wisdom in 
that because…sometimes problems and chores 

disappear by tomorrow. But most of the time, 
that’s a lame excuse. I’m sure one of the appeals 
of journalism for me is that it has unyielding 
deadlines for press time, thus forcing me to get 
going.
Another personal drawback is my tendency to 
keeping my desk messy. I know where everything 
is, but no one else does. Then I have to go through 
extended bouts of straightening the many papers.
A third is my inability to resist a nosh, especially 
if it is something sweet.
As to my likes, I, too, value my sense of humor, 
which has enabled me to endure the incongruities 
of life. Also I am intrigued by and deeply 
interested in others’ lives, which I guess is a help 
in interviewing. And lastly, I am grateful for my 
appreciation of the natural beauty in the world. 
Snow-covered mountains, a slow moving river 
under umbrellas of green trees, the waves in the 
harbor rhythmically caressing the shore, the light 
on the underbellies of the clouds after a rain, the 
bluejays casing my deck for next year’s nesting, 
the bright yellow forsythia after a brown and grey 
winter, all bring joy to my soul.

Between 
you and me
BY LEAH S. DUNAIEF
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We’ve come a long way from the 
“my dog ate my homework” days.

I mean, come on, let’s give 
our society the credit it’s due. We have taken 
the blame game, the finger pointing and the 
it-couldn’t-be-me-because-butter-wouldn’t-

m e l t - i n - m y - m o u t h 
game to an entirely new 
stratosphere.

Gone are the days of 
simple, linear and mostly 
nonsensical excuses.

Let’s start in 
Washington, DC, which 
is the biggest clown 
show this side of the 
Atlantic and where the 
notion of a democracy 
gets battle tested nearly 
every day

Who is responsible for the national debt? 
That, of course, depends on whom you ask. 
The democrats point to former President 

Trump, while the republicans accuse President 
Biden and the Democrats.

Maybe those wily politicians are onto 
something. You see, if no one takes responsibility 
for anything and we can point fingers at the 
other side reflexively and without any effort 
to compromise and work together, we can live 
without consequence, create our own economics 
and come up with judgmental and schoolyard 
bully nicknames for the other side.

Brilliant! Blame someone else convincingly 
enough and not only do you not have to look in 
the mirror or come up with solutions, but you 
can also turn your entire reason for being into 
defeating the other side or, at the very least, 
enjoying their losses.

Look, I’m a Yankees fan. I know all about 
Schadenfreude. The next best thing to a 
Yankees victory, and it’s a close second, is a 
Red Sox loss.

But I digress. People have turned blaming 
others into a fine art. In sports, athletes and 
coaches deploy the modern blame game 

to excuse their losses or to step back from 
accepting responsibility or, perish the thought, 
to give the other team credit.

Like a zebra in the Serengeti to a hungry lion, 
referees in their striped uniforms in football 
games become convenient targets. They took 
away a victory by calling a game against us. 
Athletes and coaches can dig their verbal claws 
and teeth into those officials, who stole what 
would certainly have been a more favorable 
outcome.

How about school? It couldn’t possibly be 
the fault of our angelic children, who were 
busy watching these athletes on TV or on their 
phones the night before, for doing poorly on a 
test. It has to be the teacher’s fault. If teachers 
could only inspire their classes, our children 
would learn and excel. 

You know who I like to blame? I like to 
focus on tall people. Don’t get me wrong. 
Some of my best friends are tall. It’s just that, 
well, have you noticed that tall people get a lot 
of attention? Some of them are CEOs of big 

companies and make enormous salaries. They 
are also picked first in gym, which gives them 
the confidence to become successful.

While we’re affixing blame, let’s also shake 
our heads at gym class. Sure, it’s healthy to run 
around and have a few moments when we’re 
not listening to teachers who may or may not 
inspire us, but gym class can bruise egos and 
create a Darwinian world where height, which 
is kind of the fault of our parents and their 
parents and on and on, is an advantage.

Hey, I’m not whining. Okay, well, maybe I 
am, but it’s not me and it’s certainly not my 
fault. I blame society, commentators on TV, 
coaches, politicians, teachers, my parents, 
your parents, the parents of the kid who served 
as a bad role model for my kids, and maybe 
Adam, Eve and the snake for putting us in this 
position.

Oh, and you can be sure butter wouldn’t melt 
in my mouth. I have a dairy allergy, which, 
ironically, is the fault of my dairy farmer 
grandfather.

D. None 
of the above
BY DANIEL DUNAIEF

Living in a world where it couldn’t possibly be my fault

What are your likes and dislikes about yourself?
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ELEGANT EATING
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CURB SIDE PICK UP or LOCAL DELIVERY (charge applies) 

https://www.eleganteating.com/curbside-pick-up-menu.pdf
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What a class act
Your sta�  was wonderful this evening. Everyone loved the food as well.  Let’s talk about getting you on our 
preferred caterers list for future events. Cheers, Lisha
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